
the new revised standard version catholic edition

the new revised standard version catholic edition is a significant development in biblical translations tailored
specifically for Catholic readers. This edition is an updated and refined version of the Revised Standard Version,
designed to align more closely with Catholic liturgical norms, doctrinal accuracy, and pastoral needs. It
offers a reliable, readable, and theologically sound text that serves both personal study and public worship.
In this article, the history, features, textual basis, and reception of the new revised standard version catholic
edition will be explored. Additionally, comparisons with other Catholic Bible translations and practical
guidance for use will be provided to help readers understand its unique place in contemporary Catholicism.
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History and Development of the New Revised Standard Version
Catholic Edition

The new revised standard version catholic edition (NRSV-CE) originated as a response to the need for a modern,
accurate, and ecumenically sensitive Catholic Bible translation. It is a revision of the Revised Standard
Version (RSV), which itself was an update of the American Standard Version from the early 20th century. The
NRSV was initially published in 1989 by the National Council of Churches, aiming to provide an inclusive and
scholarly translation for a broad Christian audience.

Origins in the Revised Standard Version

The Revised Standard Version was widely respected for its literary quality and fidelity to the original
languages but was not specifically tailored for Catholic use. Recognizing this, Catholic scholars sought to
create an edition that would incorporate the latest biblical scholarship while also conforming to Catholic
canonical books and liturgical requirements. This led to the development of the Catholic Edition of the NRSV.

Official Approval and Publication

The new revised standard version catholic edition was granted the imprimatur and nihil obstat, official
declarations of approval by the Catholic Church authorities, ensuring its doctrinal soundness. This edition
includes all deuterocanonical books recognized by the Catholic Church, distinguishing it from Protestant
editions. The NRSV-CE was first published in the late 20th century and has since seen updates to enhance
readability and accuracy.



Key Features and Characteristics

The new revised standard version catholic edition is celebrated for several distinctive features that meet the
needs of Catholic readers and clergy alike. It balances literal translation with contemporary language to
maintain the integrity of Scripture while making it accessible.

Inclusive Language and Theological Accuracy

One hallmark of the NRSV-CE is its use of inclusive language where appropriate, reflecting modern English
usage without compromising theological clarity. This approach respects the nuances of gender in the original
texts and avoids exclusionary language that could alienate readers.

Complete Catholic Canon

The NRSV-CE includes all books of the Catholic canon, such as Tobit, Judith, Wisdom, Sirach
(Ecclesiasticus), Baruch, and 1 and 2 Maccabees. These books are integrated seamlessly alongside the
protocanonical texts, providing a full scriptural resource for study and worship.

Inclusion of the Deuterocanonical Books

Use of Catholic liturgical notes and cross-references

Consistency with the Latin Vulgate and original language manuscripts

Clear and readable modern English style

Textual Basis and Translation Philosophy

The translation philosophy behind the new revised standard version catholic edition emphasizes both fidelity to
the original languages and the importance of conveying meaning clearly in contemporary English. It draws on
the best available manuscripts and critical editions to ensure accuracy.

Manuscript Sources and Critical Editions

The NRSV-CE uses a broad range of ancient manuscripts, including the Dead Sea Scrolls, the Septuagint, the
Masoretic Text, and the Latin Vulgate. This comprehensive approach allows translators to produce a text
that reflects the earliest and most reliable sources for both Old and New Testaments.

Balance Between Formal Equivalence and Dynamic Equivalence

The translation strategy balances formal equivalence—word-for-word translation—and dynamic
equivalence—thought-for-thought translation. This ensures the text remains both literal enough for study



and fluid enough for devotional reading. The translators paid careful attention to theological terms and
doctrines to maintain doctrinal integrity.

Comparison with Other Catholic Bible Translations

The new revised standard version catholic edition stands alongside several other Catholic Bible translations,
each with distinct characteristics. Understanding these differences helps users choose the best Bible for their
needs.

NRSV-CE vs. New American Bible (NAB)

The NAB is the translation most commonly used in the United States for liturgy and official Church
documents. It tends to use more contemporary language and idiomatic expressions. In contrast, the NRSV-CE
offers a more literary and ecumenical style, appealing to those seeking a balance between tradition and modern
scholarship.

NRSV-CE vs. Douay-Rheims Bible

The Douay-Rheims Bible is a traditional Catholic translation dating from the early 17th century, renowned
for its formal and archaic English. The NRSV-CE provides a modern alternative that is easier to read while
preserving Catholic doctrinal content.

Advantages of the NRSV-CE

Ecumenically recognized and used by multiple Christian denominations

Comprehensive footnotes explaining textual variants and theological nuances

Inclusive language that respects contemporary sensibilities

Scholarly rigor suitable for academic study and personal devotion

Reception and Usage in the Catholic Community

The new revised standard version catholic edition has been well received by scholars, clergy, and laity for its
accuracy, readability, and ecclesiastical approval. It is used in seminaries, Bible study groups, and private
devotion.

Adoption in Liturgical and Educational Settings

While the NAB remains the primary liturgical text in many U.S. dioceses, the NRSV-CE is gaining ground as a



valuable resource for catechesis and scholarly research. Its inclusive language and critical notes make it
particularly useful in academic environments and ecumenical contexts.

Critical Acclaim and Endorsements

The edition has received commendations for its balance of tradition and modernity, and many theologians
highlight its contribution to biblical scholarship within the Catholic tradition. It is often recommended for
those seeking a deeper understanding of Scripture with a reliable Catholic perspective.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the New Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition (NRSV-CE)?

The New Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition (NRSV-CE) is a modern English Bible translation that
includes the Catholic deuterocanonical books and is widely used in Catholic liturgy and study.

How does the NRSV-CE differ from the standard NRSV?

The NRSV-CE differs from the standard NRSV by including the Catholic deuterocanonical books and making
slight textual adjustments to align with Catholic tradition and liturgical norms.

Is the NRSV-CE approved for use in Catholic liturgy?

Yes, the NRSV-CE is approved for use in Catholic liturgy in many English-speaking countries and is often
recommended for personal study and scholarly work.

What are the notable features of the NRSV-CE?

Notable features of the NRSV-CE include inclusive language where appropriate, faithfulness to original texts,
inclusion of the deuterocanonical books, and extensive cross-references and footnotes.

Where can I purchase or access the NRSV-CE Bible?

The NRSV-CE Bible can be purchased at major bookstores, online retailers, and is also available through
various Bible apps and websites that offer Catholic editions.

Why is the NRSV-CE preferred by many Catholic scholars and clergy?

Many Catholic scholars and clergy prefer the NRSV-CE because it combines scholarly accuracy with inclusive
language and includes all the books recognized by the Catholic Church, making it suitable for both study and
worship.

Additional Resources
1. The New Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition: An Introduction
This book provides an in-depth overview of the NRSV Catholic Edition, detailing its history, development, and
significance within Catholic biblical scholarship. It explores the translation philosophy and the ecumenical
collaboration that shaped this edition. Readers will gain insight into how this version balances accuracy with
readability for liturgical and personal use.



2. Understanding the NRSV Catholic Edition: A Guide for Bible Readers
Designed for lay readers and students, this guide explains the unique features of the NRSV Catholic Edition,
including its inclusive language approach and updated scholarship. It offers practical tips for study and
reflection, making the Scriptures accessible and meaningful. The book also compares the NRSV with other
popular Catholic Bible translations.

3. Commentary on the New Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition
This volume presents a comprehensive verse-by-verse commentary on the NRSV Catholic Edition, combining
traditional Catholic theology with contemporary biblical scholarship. It provides explanations of difficult
passages, historical context, and theological insights. Ideal for clergy, scholars, and serious students of the
Bible.

4. The Psalms in the NRSV Catholic Edition: A Devotional Companion
Focusing on the Book of Psalms as rendered in the NRSV Catholic Edition, this devotional companion invites
readers into prayerful meditation. It highlights the poetic beauty and spiritual depth of the Psalms, with
reflections tailored for Catholic liturgical use. The book also discusses translation choices that affect the
tone and meaning of the Psalms.

5. Ecumenism and the NRSV Catholic Edition: Bridging Traditions
This scholarly work examines the role of the NRSV Catholic Edition in promoting ecumenical dialogue between
Catholic, Protestant, and Orthodox Christians. It analyzes how translation decisions foster inclusivity and
mutual understanding. The book is a valuable resource for theologians and church leaders interested in biblical
translations as tools for unity.

6. Women in the Bible: A Study Using the NRSV Catholic Edition
This study highlights the representation and roles of women in Scripture as presented in the NRSV Catholic
Edition. It explores how inclusive language and updated scholarship bring new perspectives to familiar stories.
The book encourages readers to appreciate the dignity and contributions of women throughout biblical history.

7. Liturgical Use of the NRSV Catholic Edition: Guidelines and Insights
Addressing the practical application of the NRSV Catholic Edition in Catholic liturgy, this book offers
guidance for lectors, music ministers, and liturgical planners. It explains how the translation aligns with the
lectionary and enhances worship. The text also discusses the balance between fidelity to the original
languages and pastoral sensitivity.

8. Historical Books in the NRSV Catholic Edition: Context and Interpretation
This volume focuses on the historical books of the Old Testament as translated in the NRSV Catholic Edition.
It provides background information on the historical setting, authorship, and theological themes. Readers will
find tools for understanding the narrative and its relevance for contemporary faith.

9. Prophetic Voices in the NRSV Catholic Edition: A Theological Exploration
Exploring the prophetic books included in the NRSV Catholic Edition, this book delves into the messages of
justice, repentance, and hope conveyed by the prophets. It examines how the translation captures the urgency
and poetic power of these texts. The work is intended for students and ministers seeking a deeper grasp of
prophecy in the Catholic tradition.
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