
the obedience of faith don b garlington
the obedience of faith don b garlington is a significant theological concept that has been
explored in depth by Don B. Garlington, a respected New Testament scholar. This phrase
encapsulates the essential relationship between faith and obedience in Christian doctrine,
particularly in the context of Pauline theology. Garlington’s insights provide a nuanced
understanding of how faith is not merely intellectual assent but involves a transformative
commitment that results in obedience to God’s commands. This article delves into Don B.
Garlington’s interpretation of the obedience of faith, its biblical foundations, and its implications for
contemporary Christian belief and practice. Through an examination of key scriptural passages and
scholarly perspectives, readers will gain a comprehensive view of this pivotal concept. The
discussion will also highlight the relevance of Garlington’s work in ongoing theological debates and
practical ministry.
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Theological Background of the Obedience of Faith
The phrase “the obedience of faith” originates from the New Testament, specifically within the
writings of the Apostle Paul. It reflects a fundamental theme in Christian theology that emphasizes
the inseparability of faith and obedience. Historically, theologians have debated the nature of
faith—whether it is purely trust or if it inherently includes a call to obedience. The obedience of faith
stresses that genuine faith manifests itself through submission to God’s will and commandments.
This concept is pivotal in understanding salvation, sanctification, and the believer’s ethical conduct.
The theological background sets the stage for exploring Don B. Garlington’s distinctive approach to
this topic.

Historical Perspectives on Faith and Obedience
Throughout church history, the relationship between faith and obedience has been interpreted in
various ways. Early Church Fathers highlighted faith as trust accompanied by works, while the
Reformers emphasized justification by faith alone but acknowledged that true faith produces
obedience. Catholic and Protestant traditions differ on the role of works, yet both recognize that
faith without obedience is incomplete. This historical context enriches the study of the obedience of
faith by providing contrasting viewpoints that illuminate Garlington’s contribution.



Key Theological Terms
Understanding the obedience of faith requires familiarity with several theological terms such as
justification, sanctification, faith, works, and grace. Justification refers to being declared righteous
before God, while sanctification involves the process of becoming holy. Faith is the trust and belief
in God, and works are the actions stemming from that faith. Grace is the unmerited favor of God.
Garlington’s treatment of the obedience of faith integrates these concepts to articulate a holistic
biblical theology.

Don B. Garlington’s Interpretation
Don B. Garlington approaches the obedience of faith with an emphasis on its linguistic and
contextual meaning in the Pauline epistles. He argues that the phrase should be understood as a
dynamic and active response to the gospel, not merely a static belief. Garlington highlights the
imperative nature of obedience as an integral expression of faith, which aligns with the apostle’s
message that faith results in a transformed life. His scholarship sheds light on how early Christian
communities perceived faith as inherently linked to ethical living and covenant fidelity.

Linguistic Analysis of the Phrase
Garlington’s work includes a meticulous examination of the Greek terms involved, such as “pistis”
(faith) and “hypakoē” (obedience). He notes that the genitive construction “the obedience of faith”
indicates possession or source, suggesting that obedience arises out of faith or belongs to it
inherently. This linguistic insight challenges interpretations that separate faith and obedience,
instead affirming their unity. Such analysis is crucial for interpreting Pauline texts accurately and
applying them today.

Contextual Significance in Pauline Letters
In letters like Romans and Galatians, Paul uses the phrase “the obedience of faith” to describe the
response expected from believers. Garlington points out that in these contexts, faith is portrayed not
only as trust in Christ’s redemptive work but also as an active adherence to God’s will. This dual
aspect is essential for understanding the apostolic teaching on salvation and discipleship.
Garlington’s interpretation emphasizes that faith without obedience is insufficient for true covenant
membership.

Biblical Foundations and Key Passages
The obedience of faith is grounded in several key biblical passages, particularly in Paul’s epistles.
These scriptures provide the doctrinal basis for understanding how faith and obedience interact
within the Christian life. Don B. Garlington’s scholarship draws heavily on these texts to develop his
argument and clarify the theological implications of the phrase.



Romans 1:5 and 16:26
Romans 1:5 explicitly mentions “the obedience of faith” as a purpose of Paul’s ministry, indicating
that it is a central theme in his gospel proclamation. Similarly, Romans 16:26 refers to the obedience
of faith as the result of the revelation of the mystery of God. These verses illustrate that the
obedience of faith is both a calling and a response, integral to the believer’s relationship with God.
Garlington underscores these passages as foundational for understanding the apostolic perspective.

Galatians and the Law-Faith Relationship
In Galatians, Paul contrasts faith with the works of the law, yet Garlington’s interpretation suggests
that faith itself involves obedience that transcends mere legalistic observance. The obedience of
faith in Galatians reveals a faith that fulfills the law’s ultimate purpose through love and
commitment. This biblical foundation challenges simplistic dichotomies and invites a more
sophisticated theological reflection on faith’s ethical demands.

Implications for Christian Theology and Practice
The obedience of faith as articulated by Don B. Garlington has profound implications for both
theology and practical Christian living. It affects doctrines of salvation, discipleship, and the nature
of the Christian community. Recognizing the inseparability of faith and obedience informs how
churches teach, preach, and nurture spiritual growth among believers.

Salvation and Justification
Garlington’s interpretation reinforces that salvation involves an ongoing process where faith leads to
obedience, which in turn reflects genuine justification. This challenges views that isolate faith from
ethical transformation and underscores the holistic nature of salvation. Obedience is not a work that
earns salvation but the natural fruit of authentic faith.

Discipleship and Ethical Living
The obedience of faith calls Christians to a lifestyle of commitment and moral integrity. Garlington’s
insights encourage believers to understand faith as active trust that compels obedience in everyday
life. This perspective supports discipleship models that integrate belief with action, fostering
spiritual maturity and community witness.

Church Practice and Teaching
Churches can apply the concept of the obedience of faith in various ways:

Emphasizing faith commitments that include obedience to scriptural teachings.

Developing educational programs that connect doctrine with ethical application.



Encouraging accountability and spiritual formation as expressions of faith’s obedience.

Balancing preaching on grace with calls to faithful obedience and service.

Contemporary Relevance and Scholarly Impact
Don B. Garlington’s exploration of the obedience of faith continues to influence contemporary
biblical scholarship and theological reflection. His careful exegesis and contextual analysis provide
valuable tools for both academics and church leaders seeking to understand and teach this complex
doctrine.

Influence on Modern Theology
Garlington’s work has contributed to renewed interest in Pauline studies and the integration of faith
and ethics in Christian theology. By clarifying the meaning and function of the obedience of faith, he
has helped bridge gaps between doctrinal teaching and lived faith experience. His scholarship
invites ongoing dialogue and further research in New Testament theology.

Practical Ministry Applications
Ministers and educators draw on Garlington’s insights to develop sermons, curricula, and
discipleship strategies that emphasize the inseparable link between faith and obedience. This
approach promotes a balanced Christian life that honors the gospel’s transformative power and
ethical demands.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Don B. Garlington's 'The
Obedience of Faith'?
The central theme of Don B. Garlington's 'The Obedience of Faith' is the relationship between faith
and obedience in the Christian life, emphasizing that true faith naturally results in obedience to
God's commands.

How does Don B. Garlington define 'obedience of faith' in his
work?
Don B. Garlington defines 'obedience of faith' as the response of believers who, having placed their
trust in Christ, demonstrate their faith through a life committed to following God's will and
commands.



Why is 'the obedience of faith' significant in Christian
theology according to Garlington?
According to Garlington, 'the obedience of faith' is significant because it bridges the gap between
belief and action, showing that authentic faith is not merely intellectual assent but is evidenced by
obedient living.

Does Don B. Garlington address the role of grace in 'The
Obedience of Faith'?
Yes, Garlington acknowledges that grace is foundational, teaching that obedience flows from a heart
transformed by God's grace rather than from human effort alone.

How can modern Christians apply the teachings from 'The
Obedience of Faith' by Don B. Garlington?
Modern Christians can apply Garlington's teachings by understanding that genuine faith involves
active obedience, encouraging them to live faithfully according to biblical principles as a natural
outcome of their trust in God.

Additional Resources
1. The Obedience of Faith: A Biblical Perspective
This book explores the theological foundations of the obedience of faith, emphasizing its significance
in the Christian life. It delves into scriptural passages that highlight the relationship between faith
and obedience, arguing that true faith naturally results in a life of submission to God’s will. The
author provides historical and contemporary perspectives to deepen the reader’s understanding of
this vital doctrine.

2. Faith and Obedience: Living the Gospel
Focusing on practical applications, this book guides readers on how to embody the obedience of
faith in everyday life. It offers insights into how faith transforms behavior and decision-making,
encouraging believers to align their actions with their convictions. Through real-life examples and
biblical teachings, the author illustrates the dynamic connection between belief and obedience.

3. Don B. Garlington on Faith and Obedience
A comprehensive study of Don B. Garlington’s teachings, this volume compiles his key writings and
lectures on the obedience of faith. It highlights his unique approach to understanding faith as both
trust and action, emphasizing the necessity of obedience in the Christian journey. Readers gain a
deeper appreciation for Garlington’s contributions to biblical theology.

4. The Journey of Faith: Obedience as a Pathway
This book presents obedience not as a burdensome duty but as a joyful response to God’s grace. It
traces the journey of faith from initial belief to mature obedience, showing how the two are
inseparably linked. The author encourages readers to see obedience as a means of spiritual growth
and intimacy with God.

5. Faith in Action: The Role of Obedience in Christian Life



Highlighting the active nature of faith, this book examines how obedience serves as the evidence of
genuine belief. It addresses common misconceptions about faith and obedience, clarifying their roles
within salvation and sanctification. The text is rich with scriptural references and practical advice
for believers striving to live faithfully.

6. Obedience and Faith: A Theological Dialogue
Engaging with various theological perspectives, this book offers a dialogue on the interplay between
faith and obedience. It presents arguments from different Christian traditions and seeks to find
common ground on this important issue. The author encourages readers to reflect critically on their
understanding of faith’s demands.

7. Living by Faith: Embracing Obedience in Daily Life
This book focuses on the day-to-day implications of the obedience of faith, providing strategies for
integrating faith and obedience in personal and communal contexts. It explores how believers can
maintain obedience amidst challenges and societal pressures. The author’s compassionate approach
inspires readers to pursue faithfulness with perseverance.

8. The Obedience of Faith in Pauline Theology
Delving into the writings of the Apostle Paul, this scholarly work examines how obedience of faith is
portrayed in the New Testament. It analyzes key Pauline texts to reveal the theology behind faith’s
obedience and its role in salvation history. This book is ideal for readers interested in biblical
scholarship and doctrinal studies.

9. Faith and Works: Understanding the Obedience of Faith
This book addresses the often-debated relationship between faith and works, clarifying how
obedience fits within the Christian concept of faith. It discusses historical controversies and offers a
balanced view that upholds the necessity of both faith and corresponding actions. Through clear
explanations, the author helps readers reconcile faith with obedience in a biblically sound manner.
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