
the occult roots of nazism

the occult roots of nazism have long been a subject of intense scholarly and popular interest. This

complex and often misunderstood topic explores how esoteric beliefs, mysticism, and occult symbolism

influenced the ideology, rituals, and symbolism of the Nazi Party. While the mainstream understanding

of Nazism focuses on its political, racial, and militaristic aspects, the occult dimensions reveal deeper

layers of propaganda, myth-making, and spiritual manipulation. This article examines the historical

context, key figures, and specific esoteric movements that contributed to the occult foundations of

Nazism. Additionally, it analyzes the role of secret societies, Aryan mysticism, and Nazi symbolism

intertwined with occult traditions. The following sections provide a structured overview of these occult

roots, offering insight into how mysticism and ideology converged in one of history’s most infamous

regimes.

Historical Context of Occultism in Early 20th Century Germany

Key Esoteric Movements Influencing Nazism

Prominent Figures and Their Occult Beliefs

Occult Symbolism within Nazi Ideology

The Role of Secret Societies and Aryan Mysticism

Impact of Occultism on Nazi Practices and Propaganda



Historical Context of Occultism in Early 20th Century Germany

The occult roots of Nazism cannot be fully understood without examining the broader cultural and

historical backdrop of early 20th century Germany. During this period, Germany experienced a surge

of interest in esoteric philosophies, spiritualism, and mystic traditions. The aftermath of World War I

and the Treaty of Versailles created a climate of national humiliation and social upheaval, which

fostered a search for alternative explanations and solutions, including occult and mystical ideologies.

Occultism in this era was characterized by a fascination with ancient wisdom, secret knowledge, and

racial myths. Various movements such as Theosophy, Ariosophy, and Germanic pagan revivalism

gained traction, blending elements of folklore, mythology, and pseudo-scientific racial theories. These

ideas often promoted the notion of a superior Aryan race with a divine destiny, themes that found

resonance within the emerging Nazi worldview.

Post-War Social and Political Turmoil

Germany’s defeat in World War I and the resulting economic instability created fertile ground for

radical ideologies. Many Germans sought meaning beyond conventional politics, turning to mysticism

and occult practices as a means of reclaiming national pride and identity. This environment allowed

esoteric groups to influence political movements, including the nascent National Socialist German

Workers’ Party (NSDAP).

The Popularity of Occult and Esoteric Societies

During the early 1900s, multiple occult societies flourished in Germany and Austria, attracting

intellectuals, aristocrats, and military officers. These groups often espoused racial mysticism and anti-

Semitic doctrines, contributing indirectly to the ideological foundations of Nazism. The blending of

occult beliefs with nationalist sentiment laid the groundwork for the occult roots of Nazism.



Key Esoteric Movements Influencing Nazism

Several esoteric movements played a pivotal role in shaping the occult roots of Nazism. These

movements combined mysticism, racial theories, and nationalist rhetoric, which were later adopted or

adapted by Nazi leaders and ideologues. Understanding these groups is essential to grasping how

occultism influenced Nazi ideology.

Ariosophy

Ariosophy, founded by Guido von List and Jörg Lanz von Liebenfels, was a key esoteric movement

that propagated the idea of Aryan racial superiority based on mythical and occult principles. It blended

Germanic paganism with racial theories, suggesting that the Aryan race had a divine origin and a

spiritual mission. Ariosophy’s influence on Nazi racial ideology is well documented, particularly its

emphasis on purity, hierarchy, and mystical destiny.

Theosophy and Anthroposophy

While not directly aligned with Nazism, Theosophy and its offshoot Anthroposophy introduced esoteric

concepts such as spiritual evolution, reincarnation, and hidden knowledge. Rudolf Steiner’s

Anthroposophy, in particular, gained some followers in Germany and influenced certain Nazi figures

who sought to integrate spiritual ideas into their worldview. However, the relationship between these

movements and Nazism was complex and sometimes antagonistic.

Germanic Paganism and Völkisch Movements

The revival of Germanic pagan beliefs and the Völkisch movement emphasized a return to ancient

Aryan traditions and nature worship. These movements rejected Christianity as a foreign imposition

and sought to reconstruct a mythic Germanic past. Their rituals, symbols, and racial ideologies

significantly contributed to the occult roots of Nazism, inspiring Nazi attempts to create a new cultural

and spiritual identity.



Prominent Figures and Their Occult Beliefs

Several leading individuals within the Nazi movement exhibited interest in occultism or were influenced

by esoteric ideas. Their beliefs shaped policies, propaganda, and the symbolic framework of Nazism,

reflecting the occult roots of the regime.

Heinrich Himmler and the SS Mysticism

Heinrich Himmler, head of the SS, was deeply fascinated by occultism and Germanic paganism. He

sought to transform the SS into a quasi-religious order with rituals inspired by ancient myths and

esoteric traditions. Himmler’s obsession with Aryan mysticism led to archaeological expeditions and

the establishment of the Ahnenerbe, an institute dedicated to researching Aryan heritage through

occult and pseudo-scientific methods.

Rudolf Hess and Esoteric Interests

Rudolf Hess, Adolf Hitler’s deputy, showed documented interest in astrology and mystical practices.

His fascination with the occult influenced some aspects of Nazi policy and symbolism, reinforcing the

spiritual dimensions underpinning the party’s ideology.

Adolf Hitler’s Ambiguous Relationship with the Occult

Hitler’s personal engagement with occultism remains a subject of debate among historians. While not

overtly involved in esoteric practices, Hitler was aware of and occasionally utilized occult symbolism

and mythic narratives to galvanize support. His speeches and propaganda often employed archetypal

themes resonant with occult ideas, contributing indirectly to the occult roots of Nazism.



Occult Symbolism within Nazi Ideology

The occult roots of Nazism are vividly reflected in the symbols and imagery adopted by the regime.

These symbols were carefully selected or designed to evoke ancient myths, racial theories, and

esoteric concepts, serving both propagandistic and ritualistic functions.

The Swastika: Ancient Symbolism and Nazi Appropriation

The swastika is perhaps the most recognizable symbol connected with Nazism. Originally an ancient

symbol found in many cultures worldwide, it was appropriated by the Nazis as a representation of

Aryan identity and racial purity. The symbol’s occult associations with luck, the sun, and cyclical time

were exploited to create a powerful visual emblem for the Nazi movement.

Runic Symbols and Their Usage

The Nazis incorporated various runic symbols derived from ancient Germanic alphabets into their

insignia and regalia. The SS emblem, featuring the double Sig rune, is a prime example of this

practice. Runic symbols were believed to hold magical powers, reinforcing the mystical aura of the

Nazi elite.

Rituals and Ceremonies

Nazi ceremonies often incorporated ritualistic elements inspired by occult and pagan traditions. These

events were designed to create a sense of unity, spiritual transcendence, and mythic destiny among

members, further embedding the occult roots of Nazism into its organizational culture.



The Role of Secret Societies and Aryan Mysticism

Secret societies and mystical organizations played a significant role in the development and

propagation of the occult roots of Nazism. These groups often operated behind the scenes, influencing

key members and shaping ideological frameworks.

The Thule Society

The Thule Society, founded in Munich in 1918, is one of the most infamous occult groups linked to the

early Nazi movement. It combined nationalist, racist, and occult beliefs, promoting Aryan mysticism

and anti-Semitic conspiracy theories. Several early Nazi leaders, including Rudolf Hess, were

members or closely linked to the Thule Society.

The Vril Society

Although its historical existence is debated, the Vril Society is purported to have been an occult group

obsessed with harnessing mystical energy and advanced technology. The mythos surrounding Vril

contributed to Nazi fascination with esoteric science and supernatural power, reflecting the occult roots

of Nazism.

Ahnenerbe: Research into Aryan Ancestry

The Ahnenerbe was an organization established by Himmler to investigate the archaeological and

cultural origins of the Aryan race. Its activities blended pseudo-scientific research with occult practices,

exemplifying how secretive institutions sought to legitimize Nazi racial ideology through mystical and

historical narratives.



Impact of Occultism on Nazi Practices and Propaganda

The occult roots of Nazism influenced not only ideology and symbolism but also practical aspects of

governance, military operations, and propaganda. The regime’s use of mysticism helped cultivate a

cult-like loyalty and fostered a sense of inevitability about Nazi rule.

Propaganda and Mythmaking

Nazi propaganda extensively employed occult themes to construct a narrative of racial destiny and

cosmic struggle. Films, speeches, and literature depicted the Aryan race as a chosen people engaged

in a spiritual battle against perceived enemies, intertwining political goals with esoteric mythos.

Ritualistic Practices within the SS and Party Events

Rituals imbued with occult symbolism were regularly conducted to reinforce group identity and morale.

These practices created a quasi-religious atmosphere around the Nazi leadership and the SS,

strengthening internal cohesion and obedience.

Influence on Nazi Science and Pseudo-Science

Occultism also affected Nazi approaches to science and medicine, particularly in promoting racial

hygiene and eugenics. Pseudo-scientific methods were often intertwined with mystical concepts of

purity and destiny, justifying horrific policies under the guise of spiritual and racial advancement.

Summary of Key Influences

Integration of Aryan racial mythology into state ideology



Use of ancient symbols reinterpreted through occult lenses

Secret societies shaping early Nazi leadership and beliefs

Rituals and ceremonies reinforcing mystical and racial unity

Propaganda promoting a spiritualized narrative of struggle and destiny

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the occult roots of Nazism?

The occult roots of Nazism refer to the influence of esoteric and mystical beliefs, including occultism,

paganism, and mysticism, on Nazi ideology and symbolism. Figures like Heinrich Himmler showed

interest in these ideas, which were used to promote notions of racial purity and Aryan supremacy.

How did Heinrich Himmler contribute to the occult aspects of Nazism?

Heinrich Himmler, head of the SS, was deeply interested in occult and mystical traditions. He

established the Ahnenerbe, an institute dedicated to researching the supposed Aryan heritage and

ancient Germanic history, blending pseudo-science with occultism to legitimize Nazi racial theories.

What role did the Thule Society play in the formation of Nazi ideology?

The Thule Society was a German occultist group that promoted Aryan supremacy and anti-Semitism.

Some early members of the Nazi Party, including Rudolf Hess, were affiliated with the Thule Society,

and its mystical beliefs influenced the party's racial ideology and symbolism.



Are there specific symbols in Nazism that have occult origins?

Yes, several Nazi symbols have occult origins, most notably the swastika, which is an ancient symbol

used in various cultures representing good fortune and the sun. The Nazis appropriated it to symbolize

Aryan identity. Additionally, the SS used runic symbols derived from Germanic paganism.

Did Adolf Hitler personally believe in occultism?

There is little evidence that Adolf Hitler was personally involved in occultism. While he utilized occult

symbols and allowed followers interested in the occult to influence Nazi ideology, Hitler himself was

more pragmatic and focused on political power rather than mystical beliefs.

How did Nazi occultism influence their racial policies?

Nazi occultism provided a pseudo-historical and mystical justification for their racial policies. By

invoking ancient Aryan myths and esoteric traditions, Nazis claimed a divine or supernatural right to

racial superiority and the unification of the Germanic peoples.

What is the Ahnenerbe and its connection to occultism?

The Ahnenerbe was a research institute founded by Heinrich Himmler to investigate the archaeological

and cultural history of the Aryan race. It often employed occult and pseudo-scientific methods to

support Nazi racial ideology and sought to find evidence of Aryan superiority through mystical and

archaeological expeditions.

How has the occult aspect of Nazism been portrayed in popular

culture?

The occult aspect of Nazism has been portrayed in various books, movies, and documentaries, often

emphasizing mysterious rituals, secret societies, and supernatural experiments. Examples include films

like "Indiana Jones and the Raiders of the Lost Ark" and numerous conspiracy theory books.



Were there other Nazi leaders besides Himmler interested in the

occult?

While Himmler was the most notable for his fascination with occultism, other Nazi leaders such as

Rudolf Hess and Karl Maria Wiligut were also interested in esoteric and mystical ideas. However, this

interest varied and was not universal among Nazi leadership.

Why is it important to study the occult roots of Nazism?

Studying the occult roots of Nazism helps understand how myths, symbols, and pseudo-scientific

beliefs contributed to the development of Nazi ideology and propaganda. It reveals how esoteric ideas

were manipulated to justify racism, totalitarianism, and genocide, providing lessons on the dangers of

extremist belief systems.

Additional Resources

1. The Occult Roots of Nazism: The Ariosophists of Austria and Germany, 1890-1935

This seminal work by Nicholas Goodrick-Clarke explores the influence of Ariosophy, a blend of

occultism and Germanic mysticism, on the ideological foundations of Nazism. The book traces the

development of esoteric groups in Austria and Germany that propagated racial theories and mystical

nationalism. It reveals how these ideas permeated early Nazi thought and contributed to the party's

mythos.

2. The Morning of the Magicians

Written by Louis Pauwels and Jacques Bergier, this book delves into various occult and esoteric

subjects, including the secret mystical influences on Nazi Germany. It discusses the Thule Society and

other occult groups that allegedly shaped Nazi ideology and practices. The book is a mix of historical

facts and speculative narratives, making it a cult classic in occult literature.

3. The Secret King: The Myth and Reality of Nazi Occultism

By Stephen E. Flowers, this book critically examines the myths surrounding Nazi occultism while



providing historical context for the secret societies linked to the Third Reich. Flowers discusses figures

like Heinrich Himmler and organizations such as the SS, exploring their fascination with occult symbols

and rituals. The book separates fact from fiction, offering a balanced perspective on Nazi esotericism.

4. Black Sun: Aryan Cults, Esoteric Nazism, and the Politics of Identity

Nicholas Goodrick-Clarke returns with a study of post-war esoteric Nazi groups and their ongoing

influence on far-right ideology. The book analyzes how occult Nazi symbols and myths have been

adapted by modern extremist movements. It provides a comprehensive overview of the ideological and

spiritual legacy of Nazi occultism in contemporary society.

5. The Occult and the Third Reich

This book investigates the role of occult beliefs and practices within the Nazi leadership, focusing on

individuals like Rudolf Hess and Heinrich Himmler. It explores the use of runes, astrology, and mystical

rituals in Nazi propaganda and military symbolism. The author sheds light on how occultism was

intertwined with the regime’s quest for power and racial purity.

6. Hitler's Monsters: A Supernatural History of the Third Reich

Eric Kurlander's work examines the intersection of occultism, folklore, and supernatural beliefs within

Nazi Germany. The book reveals how Nazi leaders used myths and the occult to legitimize their rule

and inspire fanaticism among their followers. It also discusses the regime’s interest in the paranormal

and pseudo-scientific research.

7. SS Brotherhood of the Bell: The Nazi UFO Conspiracy

This controversial book explores conspiracy theories linking Nazi occult experiments with secret

advanced technologies, including alleged UFO research. It delves into claims about the SS conducting

mystical and scientific experiments aimed at harnessing supernatural power. Though speculative, it

reflects popular fascination with the mysterious aspects of Nazi occultism.

8. The Nazi Occult War: Hitler's Supernatural Forces of the SS

Peter Levenda investigates the mystical and magical practices within the SS, revealing a hidden war

waged through esoteric means. The book covers secret rituals, occult symbolism, and the belief in



supernatural forces that purportedly influenced Nazi military strategies. Levenda combines historical

research with occult lore to present a provocative narrative.

9. The Devil's Doctors: Nazi Planners of Holocaust

This book focuses on the darker side of Nazi occultism, highlighting how esoteric beliefs intersected

with the regime’s scientific and medical atrocities. It examines the role of occult ideology in justifying

racial experiments and genocidal policies. The author provides a chilling account of the occult

underpinnings behind some of the Third Reich’s most horrific crimes.
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