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The Old Scofield Study Bible C.I. Scofield is one of the most influential and enduring works in the realm of
biblical study and interpretation. First published in 1909, the Old Scofield Study Bible has significantly shaped
the way many Christians approach scripture. The notes, commentary, and theological insights of C.I. Scofield
have provided generations of readers with a structured way to understand the Bible, making it a pivotal
resource for both personal study and academic research.

History of the Old Scofield Study Bible

The Old Scofield Study Bible was born out of the early 20th-century revivalist movement in the United
States. C.I. Scofield, a former lawyer turned theologian, sought to provide a comprehensive tool for Bible
study that would help believers understand the text in a more profound way.

Background of C.I. Scofield

Cyrus Ingerson Scofield (1843-1921) was a prominent figure in American fundamentalism. His background
includes:

- Early Life: Born in Michigan, Scofield had a tumultuous youth, facing significant challenges before finding his
way to faith.
- Conversion: After a personal crisis, he converted to Christianity and began studying theology.
- Ministry Work: Scofield held various pastorates and was involved in the formation of the Dallas
Theological Seminary, which emphasized dispensationalism—a theological framework that greatly influenced
his work.

Features of the Old Scofield Study Bible

The Old Scofield Study Bible is well-known for its distinct features that set it apart from other study Bibles.
Here are some of the critical components:

1. Comprehensive Study Notes

One of the most significant aspects of the Old Scofield Study Bible is its extensive study notes. These notes
provide:

- Contextual Information: Historical and cultural context surrounding the biblical texts.
- Theological Insights: Interpretation of key theological concepts, particularly from a dispensational
perspective.
- Cross-References: Related scripture references that aid in comprehensive study.

2. Clear Layout and Design

The Old Scofield Study Bible is praised for its user-friendly layout. Key design features include:

- Single-column Text: The main biblical text is presented in a single-column format, making it easier to read and
follow.



- Footnotes: Important commentary and notes are placed at the bottom of each page, allowing readers to
reference them without losing their place in the text.
- Maps and Charts: Numerous maps and charts offer visual aids to better understand biblical geography and
timelines.

3. Concordance and Index

The inclusion of a robust concordance and index makes it easy for readers to find specific topics, themes, or
verses. This feature is invaluable for both personal study and sermon preparation.

Theological Emphasis of the Old Scofield Study Bible

C.I. Scofield's theological stance greatly influenced the content of the Old Scofield Study Bible. Here are some
key theological principles emphasized in the text:

1. Dispensationalism

Dispensationalism is a theological system that divides history into distinct periods or "dispensations." The Old
Scofield Study Bible presents:

- A Clear Division of Biblical History: Emphasizing different ways God interacted with humanity throughout
history.
- The Rapture and Second Coming: Distinct teachings about the end times and the return of Christ.

2. Literal Interpretation of Scripture

Scofield advocated for a literal interpretation of the Bible, which means:

- Taking Text at Face Value: Understanding scripture in its plain meaning unless context indicates otherwise.
- Emphasis on Prophecy: Highlighting the prophetic nature of many biblical texts, particularly in the Old
Testament.

3. Importance of Salvation

The Old Scofield Study Bible emphasizes the centrality of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ:

- Grace vs. Works: Scofield’s notes often clarify the doctrine of grace, asserting that salvation is a gift from
God rather than a result of human effort.
- Assurance of Salvation: The Bible provides believers with confidence in their salvation and relationship with
God.

Impact and Legacy

The Old Scofield Study Bible has left a profound impact on Christianity, particularly within evangelical
circles. Its legacy can be observed in several areas:



1. Influence on Bible Study Methods

Many churches and individuals have adopted the study methods promoted by the Old Scofield Study Bible. This
includes:

- Group Studies: The structured notes have encouraged group Bible study sessions, making it easier for
participants to engage with scripture.
- Sermon Preparation: Pastors frequently rely on Scofield's insights for sermon content and theological
grounding.

2. Publishing Success

The Old Scofield Study Bible has gone through various editions and revisions over the years, ensuring its place
on the shelves of millions. As a result:

- Widely Distributed: It remains one of the best-selling study Bibles in the world.
- Translations: Various translations and formats have been released, catering to a diverse audience.

3. Criticism and Controversy

Despite its popularity, the Old Scofield Study Bible has faced criticism, particularly regarding its
dispensational theology. Critics argue that:

- Divisive Nature: Some believe that dispensationalism can create divisions within the church.
- Interpretative Issues: Others argue that Scofield’s literal interpretation may overlook deeper spiritual
meanings.

Conclusion

The Old Scofield Study Bible C.I. Scofield remains a cornerstone resource for many Christians seeking to deepen
their understanding of scripture. With its rich history, comprehensive features, and theological insights, it has
become a trusted companion in the journey of faith. Whether used for personal study, teaching, or preaching, the
Old Scofield Study Bible continues to inspire and equip believers around the world, ensuring its legacy endures
for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the Scofield Study Bible?

The Scofield Study Bible, first published in 1909 by C.I. Scofield, is significant for popularizing
dispensationalism and providing a systematic framework for interpreting the Bible through notes and cross-
references.

How did C.I. Scofield influence modern evangelical thought?

C.I. Scofield's notes in the Study Bible introduced key theological concepts such as the pre-tribulation rapture
and the distinction between Israel and the Church, shaping modern evangelical beliefs and teachings.



What are the main features of the Old Scofield Study Bible?

The Old Scofield Study Bible includes explanatory notes, a topical index, cross-references, and an outline of
the Bible, which help readers understand the text and its theological implications.

Is the Old Scofield Study Bible still relevant today?

Yes, the Old Scofield Study Bible remains relevant for many conservative and evangelical Christians, serving
as a foundational text that continues to influence Bible study and teaching.

What criticisms have been made against the Old Scofield Study Bible?

Critics argue that the Old Scofield Study Bible promotes a rigid interpretation of scripture, particularly in
its dispensationalist views, which some believe oversimplifies complex theological concepts.

How does the Old Scofield Study Bible differ from modern study Bibles?

The Old Scofield Study Bible primarily focuses on dispensational theology with a unique set of notes, while
modern study Bibles often include a wider range of theological perspectives and interdisciplinary scholarship.

What impact did the Scofield Study Bible have on Bible translation?

The Scofield Study Bible contributed to the popularity of the King James Version (KJV), as many readers
preferred its notes and interpretations alongside this translation, influencing subsequent Bible editions.

Can the Old Scofield Study Bible be used for academic study?

While the Old Scofield Study Bible is primarily a devotional tool, it can be used for academic study, but users
should be aware of its theological biases and complement it with other scholarly resources.
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