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the old scofieldrg study bible kjv standard edition c i scofield is a historically significant and widely respected
edition of the King James Version Bible, annotated and edited by Cyrus Ingerson Scofield. This study Bible has
been influential in shaping evangelical Christian thought since its initial publication in the early 20th century.
Known for its comprehensive study notes, cross-references, and dispensationalist theological framework, the
Scofield Reference Bible provides readers with a deeper understanding of biblical texts. This article explores the
origins, unique features, theological perspectives, and ongoing impact of the old ScofieldRG Study Bible KJV
Standard Edition C I Scofield on Bible study and Christian scholarship. Additionally, it will highlight the
reasons why this edition remains a valued resource for pastors, scholars, and lay readers alike.
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History and Background of the Scofield Study Bible

The old ScofieldRG Study Bible KJV Standard Edition C I Scofield was first published in 1909 and quickly
became one of the most influential study Bibles in the English-speaking world. Cyrus Ingerson Scofield, a
lawyer-turned-pastor and theologian, sought to provide an annotated Bible that would assist readers in
understanding Scripture through a dispensationalist lens. This theological perspective emphasizes distinct
periods or dispensations in God’s dealings with humanity, a concept Scofield elaborated in extensive footnotes
and commentary throughout the Bible.

Scofield’s work was groundbreaking because it combined the traditional King James Version text with
explanatory notes that addressed prophecy, doctrine, and practical Christian living. Over the decades, the
Scofield Study Bible has undergone various revisions, but the original “old ScofieldRG” edition remains prized
for its faithful reproduction of Scofield’s initial annotations and theological stance.

Author and Editorial Development

Cyrus Ingerson Scofield (1843–1921) was instrumental in shaping modern dispensationalism and
premillennialism. His editorial approach to the KJV text was meticulous, incorporating cross-references,
historical context, and prophetic interpretation. The "RG" in ScofieldRG refers to the specific edition
associated with the Oxford University Press, which helped distribute the study Bible widely. The editorial
process ensured that the notes were accessible to both clergy and lay readers while maintaining scholarly
rigor.

Early Reception and Distribution

Upon release, the old ScofieldRG Study Bible KJV Standard Edition quickly gained popularity among
evangelical Christians, Bible colleges, and seminaries. Its ability to clarify complex biblical prophecies and
provide a dispensational framework made it a valuable tool for teaching and preaching. The study Bible was



often recommended for new converts and seasoned believers who desired a structured approach to Scripture.

Features of the Old ScofieldRG Study Bible KJV Standard Edition

The old ScofieldRG Study Bible KJV Standard Edition C I Scofield is renowned for its distinctive features that
set it apart from other study Bibles. It combines the classic King James Version text with extensive study aids
designed to enhance understanding and application of biblical principles.

Comprehensive Study Notes and Commentary

The hallmark of the Scofield Study Bible is its detailed margin notes and commentary. These annotations
provide explanations of difficult passages, theological insights, and historical background. Scofield’s notes
often emphasize prophetic fulfillment and the dispensational divisions of biblical history.

Cross-References and Concordance

This edition includes an extensive system of cross-references that connect related verses and themes
throughout Scripture. The concordance aids readers in locating key terms and topics, facilitating deeper study
and comparison of biblical texts.

Dispensational Charts and Diagrams

Unique to the Scofield Study Bible are charts and diagrams illustrating dispensational periods and prophetic
timelines. These visual aids help readers grasp complex theological concepts such as the distinction between
Israel and the Church, the millennial kingdom, and end-time events.

Additional Features

Introduction to each book of the Bible with historical and theological context

Maps illustrating biblical geography and journeys

Indexes of biblical names, places, and subjects for quick reference

Footnotes clarifying linguistic and textual variants

Theological Framework and Interpretive Approach

The old ScofieldRG Study Bible KJV Standard Edition C I Scofield is deeply rooted in dispensational
premillennialism, which significantly influences its interpretation and commentary. This theological framework
divides biblical history into distinct eras or dispensations in which God interacts with humanity in specific
ways.



Dispensationalism Explained

Dispensationalism, as presented by Scofield, teaches that God’s plan unfolds through a series of
administrations or dispensations, including Innocence, Conscience, Human Government, Promise, Law, Grace, and
the Millennial Kingdom. Each dispensation represents a test for humanity and a revelation of divine purpose. This
approach affects how prophecy and covenant promises are understood, particularly regarding Israel and the
Church.

Premillennial Eschatology

Scofield’s study Bible promotes a premillennial view of Christ’s second coming, asserting that Jesus will return
before a literal thousand-year reign on earth. This perspective shapes the interpretation of prophetic books
such as Daniel and Revelation and influences Christian expectations about future events.

Literal Interpretation of Scripture

The Scofield Study Bible advocates for a generally literal interpretation of the biblical text, especially in
prophetic and apocalyptic passages. This hermeneutic approach contrasts with allegorical or symbolic
interpretations and seeks to understand Scripture in its plainest sense unless context dictates otherwise.

Impact and Legacy in Christian Scholarship

The old ScofieldRG Study Bible KJV Standard Edition C I Scofield has had a profound and lasting effect on
evangelical Christianity, theological education, and Bible study practices. Its approach to Scripture helped
popularize dispensational theology and shaped the eschatological views of numerous Christian denominations.

Influence on Evangelical Theology

Scofield’s annotations and dispensational framework contributed significantly to the spread of premillennialism
in the 20th century. Many pastors, theologians, and lay leaders have relied on this study Bible to form their
understanding of biblical prophecy and doctrine.

Educational and Ministerial Use

The study Bible has been widely used in seminaries, Bible colleges, and churches as a teaching tool. Its clear
organization and accessible commentary facilitate systematic Bible study and sermon preparation.

Criticism and Controversy

While influential, the Scofield Study Bible has also faced criticism for its theological bias and interpretive
assumptions. Some scholars argue that its dispensational system oversimplifies complex biblical themes or
imposes a rigid framework on diverse texts. Nevertheless, its historical significance and continued use attest to
its enduring value.

Using the Scofield Study Bible for Effective Bible Study

Readers of the old ScofieldRG Study Bible KJV Standard Edition C I Scofield can maximize their study experience
by understanding how to utilize its unique features effectively. This section outlines practical tips for



engaging with the text and notes.

Leveraging Study Notes and Cross-References

The margin notes serve as a guide to interpreting difficult verses and theological concepts. Cross-references
allow readers to explore related passages throughout Scripture, creating a holistic understanding of themes
and doctrines.

Applying Dispensational Charts

Using the included charts and diagrams helps clarify the sequence of biblical events and God’s plan for
humanity. These visuals support memorization and conceptual grasp of dispensational periods and prophetic
timelines.

Structured Study Approach

Begin with the book introduction to gain context.1.

Read the biblical text carefully in the KJV standard edition.2.

Consult the study notes for commentary and explanation.3.

Use cross-references and concordance to deepen exploration.4.

Refer to charts and maps for visual understanding.5.

Reflect on how dispensational theology applies to the passage.6.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Scofield Reference Bible KJV Standard Edition?

The Scofield Reference Bible KJV Standard Edition is a study Bible originally edited by Cyrus I. Scofield, first
published in the early 20th century. It features the King James Version text alongside extensive cross-
references, notes, and commentary designed to help readers understand biblical prophecy and Christian doctrine.

Who was C.I. Scofield and what was his role in the Scofield Study Bible?

Cyrus Ingerson Scofield was a theologian and minister who compiled and edited the Scofield Reference Bible. His
notes and commentary popularized dispensationalism and premillennialism, significantly influencing modern
evangelicalism.

What makes the Old Scofield Study Bible KJV Standard Edition different
from other study Bibles?

The Old Scofield Study Bible KJV Standard Edition is known for its dispensational framework, detailed
prophecy notes, and conservative theological perspective. It was one of the first study Bibles to integrate
extensive marginal references and explanatory notes directly with the KJV text.



Is the Old Scofield Study Bible KJV Standard Edition still relevant for
modern readers?

Yes, many readers and scholars still consider the Scofield Reference Bible valuable for its historical influence
and theological insights, especially those interested in dispensationalism and early 20th-century evangelical
scholarship.

Where can I find a copy of the Old Scofield Study Bible KJV Standard
Edition?

Copies of the Old Scofield Study Bible KJV Standard Edition can be found through online retailers, specialty
Christian bookstores, and auction sites. Some editions are also available in digital formats or as reprints.

What is dispensationalism as presented in the Scofield Study Bible?

Dispensationalism is a theological framework that divides biblical history into distinct periods or
'dispensations' in which God interacts with humanity in different ways. The Scofield Study Bible popularized this
view, emphasizing prophecy and the future role of Israel.

Are the notes in the Scofield Study Bible considered authoritative or
interpretive?

The notes in the Scofield Study Bible are interpretive and reflect Scofield's dispensationalist viewpoint. While
influential, they are not considered authoritative scripture and should be read as one theological perspective
among many.

Additional Resources
1. The Scofield Reference Bible: A Study Companion for the KJV
This book provides an in-depth look at the original Scofield Reference Bible, explaining its unique study notes
and annotations. It explores the theological perspectives of C.I. Scofield, particularly his dispensationalist
framework. Readers gain insight into how this edition influenced modern Bible study and interpretation.

2. C.I. Scofield and the Foundations of Dispensationalism
Focusing on the life and work of Cyrus Ingerson Scofield, this book traces the development of dispensational
theology through his writings. It highlights the significance of the Scofield Study Bible in popularizing this
theological system in the early 20th century. The book also examines Scofield’s impact on evangelical
Christianity.

3. Exploring the King James Version: The Scofield Study Bible Standard Edition
This volume delves into the King James Version text as presented in the Scofield Study Bible Standard Edition. It
discusses the translation’s literary qualities and its enduring popularity among English-speaking Christians.
The book also evaluates the study notes' role in shaping readers’ understanding of Scripture.

4. Dispensationalism and the Scofield Study Bible: A Historical Overview
Offering a historical perspective, this book charts the rise of dispensationalism through the publication of the
Scofield Study Bible. It outlines key doctrinal points and how they contrast with other theological systems.
The work also considers the Bible’s reception and critiques over the decades.

5. Annotated Lessons from the Scofield Reference Bible
This book serves as a practical guide to the study notes found in the Scofield Reference Bible, providing
annotated lessons for personal or group study. Each section explains the theological implications behind
Scofield’s annotations. It is designed to deepen understanding of biblical prophecy and covenant theology.

6. The Scofield Bible Legacy: Influence on Modern Evangelicalism



Examining the broader influence of the Scofield Study Bible, this book discusses how it shaped evangelical
thought throughout the 20th century. It highlights prominent figures and movements that drew on Scofield’s
work. The author also reflects on the lasting legacy of this study Bible.

7. Understanding Biblical Prophecy through the Scofield Study Bible
This book focuses on the prophetic sections of the Bible as interpreted in the Scofield Study Bible. It explains
Scofield’s dispensational approach to end-times prophecy and the role of Israel in biblical eschatology. Readers
are guided through complex prophetic texts with clarity and historical context.

8. The King James Scofield Bible: Theology and Interpretation
Providing a theological analysis, this book explores the interpretive methods used by Scofield in his study Bible
notes. It discusses key doctrines such as the rapture, the millennium, and the nature of the church. The work
also compares Scofield’s views with other theological traditions.

9. Revisiting the Scofield Study Bible: Its Text, Notes, and Impact
This comprehensive volume revisits the original text and notes of the Scofield Study Bible, assessing their
accuracy and influence. It includes critiques and defenses from various scholars, offering a balanced view. The
book is ideal for those interested in the history of Bible study tools and dispensational theology.
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