
the one and only ivan by katherine
applegate
the one and only ivan by katherine applegate is a critically acclaimed children’s novel
that has captured the hearts of readers worldwide. This poignant story centers around Ivan,
a gorilla who lives in captivity at a shopping mall, and explores themes of friendship, hope,
and freedom. Katherine Applegate’s masterful storytelling combines emotional depth with
engaging narrative, making it a favorite for both young readers and adults. The novel’s
unique perspective, told from Ivan’s point of view, offers insight into the lives of animals in
captivity and the importance of empathy. In this article, we will delve into the background
of the book, its plot and characters, the major themes it addresses, its critical reception,
and its adaptations. Explore the lasting impact of this remarkable novel and why it
continues to be a staple in children’s literature.
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Background and Author
The one and only ivan by katherine applegate was published in 2012 and is inspired
by the true story of a captive gorilla named Ivan who lived in a shopping mall in Tacoma,
Washington. Katherine Applegate, an accomplished author known for her ability to write
compelling children’s stories, crafted this novel to bring awareness to the plight of animals
in captivity. Applegate’s background includes writing for various genres, but she is
particularly renowned for her children’s and young adult literature. Her empathetic
approach and simple yet powerful prose make complex issues accessible to younger
audiences.

Author’s Inspiration
Katherine Applegate was inspired to write the novel after learning about the real Ivan, who
spent 27 years in a small enclosure before being moved to a zoo. The story highlights the
emotional and psychological experiences of captive animals, a subject Applegate felt
passionate about. Her ability to humanize Ivan’s character allows readers to connect deeply



with the story.

Publication and Impact
Since its release, the one and only ivan by katherine applegate has become a staple in
educational settings, often used to teach themes of compassion, animal rights, and
storytelling. The book’s success has also contributed to increased public interest in animal
welfare and the ethical treatment of animals in captivity.

Plot Summary
The story of the one and only ivan by katherine applegate is narrated by Ivan, a
silverback gorilla who lives in a small cage at a shopping mall. Ivan has grown accustomed
to his life in captivity but longs for freedom and connection. The plot unfolds as Ivan
befriends other animals, including a baby elephant named Ruby and a stray dog named
Bob. Through these relationships, Ivan begins to reflect on his existence and eventually
takes courageous steps to change his fate.

Setting and Context
The novel is set primarily in the Big Top Mall, a fictional shopping mall and circus where
Ivan resides. This setting highlights the contrast between the confined and artificial
environment of the animals and the natural world they belong to. The mall serves as a
symbol of captivity and exploitation.

Key Plot Events

Ivan’s life in the mall and his interactions with other animals

Introduction of Ruby, the baby elephant, and her arrival at the mall

The development of Ivan’s friendship with Ruby and his growing protective instincts

Ivan’s decision to express himself through art, painting a mural

The efforts to secure better living conditions for Ruby and Ivan’s eventual rescue

Main Characters
The one and only ivan by katherine applegate features a cast of memorable
characters that enrich the story and emphasize its themes. Each character represents
different facets of captivity, survival, and hope.



Ivan
Ivan is the protagonist and narrator of the novel. A silverback gorilla, Ivan is intelligent,
sensitive, and artistic. Despite his circumstances, he exhibits resilience and kindness. His
perspective provides a unique insight into the emotional lives of animals.

Ruby
Ruby is a young baby elephant brought to the mall, where she faces challenges adapting to
captivity. Her innocence and vulnerability motivate Ivan to take action. Ruby symbolizes
hope and the possibility of change.

Bob
Bob is a stray dog who befriends Ivan and the other animals. He adds humor and warmth to
the story, helping to build a sense of community among the characters.

Additional Characters
Other important characters include Stella, an elderly elephant who inspires Ivan, and
various humans who play roles in the animals’ lives, from caretakers to antagonists.

Themes and Messages
The one and only ivan by katherine applegate addresses several profound themes
that resonate with readers of all ages. The novel encourages reflection on ethical treatment
of animals, the power of friendship, and the importance of hope and self-expression.

Animal Rights and Captivity
The novel raises awareness about the conditions faced by animals kept in captivity for
entertainment. It critiques the exploitation inherent in such environments and advocates for
compassion and respect for animal welfare.

Friendship and Empathy
Relationships between Ivan, Ruby, and Bob demonstrate the transformative power of
friendship and empathy. These bonds provide strength and motivate the characters to
overcome adversity.



Art and Self-Expression
Ivan’s artistic talents symbolize the importance of self-expression and communication. His
paintings become a vehicle to convey his feelings and inspire change.

Hope and Courage
The story emphasizes hope as a driving force for change. Ivan’s courage in facing his
circumstances encourages readers to believe in the possibility of a better future.

Critical Reception and Awards
The one and only ivan by katherine applegate has received widespread critical
acclaim for its heartfelt narrative and meaningful themes. Critics have praised its accessible
language, emotional depth, and unique perspective.

Major Awards

Newbery Medal (2013)

Parents’ Choice Gold Award

Goodreads Choice Award Nominee

Reviews and Praise
Reviewers highlight Applegate’s skillful storytelling and the novel’s ability to engage young
readers with important social issues. The book is frequently recommended for classroom
reading and literary discussions.

Adaptations and Legacy
The popularity of the one and only ivan by katherine applegate has led to various
adaptations and has cemented its legacy in children’s literature. Its influence extends
beyond the page, inspiring conversations about animal welfare and compassion.

Film Adaptation
A major film adaptation was released, bringing Ivan’s story to a wider audience through
visual storytelling. The film captures the emotional core of the book while introducing the



narrative to new generations.

Educational Use
The novel is widely used in schools to teach themes such as empathy, ethics, and creative
writing. Educators utilize the book to foster discussions about animal rights and humane
treatment.

Ongoing Impact
The story of Ivan continues to inspire readers and advocates alike. It serves as a reminder
of the value of kindness and the importance of standing up for those who cannot speak for
themselves.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The One and Only Ivan' by
Katherine Applegate?
The main theme of the book is friendship and freedom, highlighting the importance of
compassion towards animals and the desire for a better life.

Who is the protagonist in 'The One and Only Ivan' and
what is unique about his perspective?
The protagonist is Ivan, a silverback gorilla who lives in captivity. The story is unique
because it is narrated from Ivan's point of view, giving insight into his thoughts and
feelings.

How does Katherine Applegate address animal captivity
in the novel?
Applegate portrays the harsh realities of animal captivity through Ivan's experiences,
emphasizing the emotional and physical challenges faced by animals in captivity and
advocating for their humane treatment.

What role does the character Ruby play in the story?
Ruby, a young elephant, represents hope and change in the story. Her arrival inspires Ivan
to take action toward freedom and better living conditions for all the animals.



Why has 'The One and Only Ivan' become a popular
book for young readers?
The book combines a compelling animal narrator with themes of friendship, courage, and
justice, making it relatable and engaging for young readers while educating them about
animal welfare.

Additional Resources
1. Charlotte's Web by E.B. White
This beloved classic tells the story of a pig named Wilbur and his friendship with a clever
spider named Charlotte. Together, they work to save Wilbur from being slaughtered by
writing messages in Charlotte's web. The novel explores themes of friendship, loyalty, and
the cycle of life.

2. Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo
A young girl named Opal adopts a stray dog she names Winn-Dixie, who helps her make
new friends in a small town. Through their adventures, Opal learns about forgiveness,
compassion, and the importance of community. The story highlights the bond between
humans and animals.

3. Wonder by R.J. Palacio
This inspiring novel follows August Pullman, a boy with a facial difference, as he attends
school for the first time. The story emphasizes kindness, acceptance, and the challenges of
being different. It encourages readers to see beyond appearances and celebrate inner
beauty.

4. Flora & Ulysses by Kate DiCamillo
Flora, a self-proclaimed cynic, discovers that a squirrel named Ulysses has superpowers
after an accident involving a vacuum cleaner. Together, they embark on a heartwarming
adventure filled with humor and hope. The book explores themes of friendship, family, and
believing in the extraordinary.

5. Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes by Eleanor Coerr
Based on a true story, this book tells of Sadako Sasaki, a young girl affected by the
Hiroshima bombing. She begins folding paper cranes in the hope of recovering from her
illness. The story is a poignant reflection on peace, hope, and resilience.

6. The One and Only Bob by Katherine Applegate
This sequel to The One and Only Ivan follows Bob, the scrappy dog, on his own adventure.
Bob searches for his long-lost sister while discovering the true meaning of friendship and
bravery. The narrative is heartfelt and offers a new perspective on Ivan’s world.

7. Mr. Popper’s Penguins by Richard and Florence Atwater
Mr. Popper, a house painter, unexpectedly inherits a group of penguins and turns his home
into an arctic paradise. The humorous story explores how unexpected change can bring joy
and challenges. It’s a delightful tale of adventure, family, and adapting to new
circumstances.



8. The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane by Kate DiCamillo
This story follows Edward Tulane, a china rabbit, who embarks on a transformative journey
after being separated from his owner. Through various owners and experiences, Edward
learns about love, loss, and hope. The novel is a touching exploration of empathy and
personal growth.

9. Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls
A heartfelt tale of a boy named Billy and his two hunting dogs in the Ozarks. The story
delves into themes of determination, friendship, and the bond between humans and their
pets. It’s a moving narrative about growing up and the enduring power of love.
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