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The Original Inspector George Gently Collection by Alan Hunter is a captivating series of
detective novels that delve into the life and investigations of the titular character, Inspector George
Gently. Set against the backdrop of 1960s England, Hunter's work not only offers an engaging
narrative filled with mystery and suspense but also provides a critical reflection on the social issues
of the time. This article aims to explore the origins of the character, the thematic depth of the
novels, and their impact on both literature and television adaptations.

Origins of Inspector George Gently

Alan Hunter, a British author born in 1922, created the character of Inspector George Gently in the
early 1950s. The first novel, "Gently Does It," was published in 1955, marking the beginning of a
series that would span over four decades and include a total of 46 novels. Hunter's background in
education and his keen interest in crime fiction influenced his writing style and narrative choices.

Character Development

Inspector George Gently is portrayed as a principled and methodical detective, embodying the
quintessential characteristics of a British detective. His demeanor is calm, and he possesses a
shrewd intellect that allows him to unravel complex cases. Key aspects of Gently's character include:

- Integrity: He is committed to justice and often wrestles with moral dilemmas.
- Empathy: Gently shows compassion towards victims and witnesses, demonstrating a human side
that adds depth to his character.
- Experience: With years of service, he often reflects on the changes in society, making him a bridge
between the old and the new.

Setting and Atmosphere

The novels are set primarily in Northumberland and the surrounding areas, capturing the essence of
English rural life during the 1960s. The detailed descriptions of the landscape and local culture
serve to immerse readers in the story. Hunter's writing style is characterized by:

- Vivid Imagery: He paints a picture of the settings, making the reader feel the ambiance of the
locations.
- Cultural Context: The novels often reflect the social issues of the time, such as class distinctions,
gender roles, and the evolving landscape of law enforcement.



Thematic Elements

Hunter’s works are not just about solving crimes; they also explore deeper societal themes. Some of
the prominent themes include:

Morality and Justice

Throughout the series, Gently grapples with the concept of justice. The novels often present cases
where the law does not necessarily equate to morality. This complexity challenges readers to
consider:

- The role of the police in society.
- The nature of right and wrong.
- The implications of laws that may be outdated or unjust.

Change and Tradition

The 1960s was a time of significant change in Britain, and Hunter captures this tension between the
old and the new. Gently often reflects on:

- The impact of modernity on traditional values.
- Changes in crime and criminal behavior.
- The evolution of society and its implications for law enforcement.

The Human Condition

Hunter’s characters are multi-dimensional, representing a cross-section of society. The narratives
explore:

- The psychological motivations behind crime.
- The impact of social class on individuals’ lives.
- Personal struggles and the quest for redemption.

Notable Novels in the Series

While the entire collection is worthy of attention, a few standout titles exemplify Hunter's skill in
crafting intricate mysteries:

1. Gently Does It (1955) - The inaugural novel that introduces Inspector Gently and sets the tone for
the series.
2. Gently by the Shore (1958) - A tale that intertwines murder with local politics and community
dynamics.



3. Gently Where the Roads Go (1964) - A complex narrative that reflects on the moral ambiguities of
crime.
4. Gently to the Summit (1970) - This novel portrays Gently's encounters with the world of
mountaineering and the darker side of human ambition.

Each of these novels showcases Hunter's ability to weave engaging plots with profound social
commentary.

Impact and Legacy

The Inspector George Gently series has left an indelible mark on the crime fiction genre and has
influenced both literature and media.

Literary Influence

- Pioneering Style: Alan Hunter's blend of traditional detective fiction with social critique paved the
way for future authors to explore similar themes.
- Character-Driven Narratives: Gently's character has inspired a generation of literary detectives
who balance intellectual pursuits with emotional depth.

Television Adaptation

In 2007, the BBC adapted the Inspector George Gently series into a television program. The show,
starring Martin Shaw as Gently, successfully brought Hunter's character to a new audience and
expanded the legacy of the novels. Key aspects of the adaptation include:

- Faithful Representation: The series remained largely true to the original novels, capturing the
essence of Gently's character and the socio-political landscape of the time.
- Critical Acclaim: The show received positive reviews for its writing, performances, and production
values, further cementing the significance of Gently in popular culture.

Conclusion

The Original Inspector George Gently Collection by Alan Hunter stands as a monumental
contribution to the genre of detective fiction. Through Gently's investigations, Hunter not only crafts
compelling mysteries but also engages with the complexities of human nature and societal change.
The series remains relevant today, offering insights into the moral fabric of society and the timeless
quest for justice. As readers continue to discover Gently's world, the impact of Alan Hunter's work
endures, ensuring that Inspector George Gently remains a beloved figure in crime literature.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the author of 'The Original Inspector George Gently
Collection'?
The author is Alan Hunter.

What is the primary genre of the Inspector George Gently
series?
The series primarily falls under the crime and detective fiction genre.

How many novels are included in 'The Original Inspector
George Gently Collection'?
The collection includes 12 novels featuring Inspector George Gently.

What is the setting of the Inspector George Gently stories?
The stories are set in post-World War II England, primarily in the North East.

What themes are explored in the Inspector George Gently
novels?
Themes include justice, morality, the impact of war, and social change in 1960s Britain.

Has the Inspector George Gently series been adapted for
television?
Yes, the series has been adapted into a popular television show that aired from 2007 to 2017.

What makes Inspector George Gently a unique character in
detective fiction?
Inspector George Gently is known for his moral integrity, thoughtful approach to crime-solving, and
deep understanding of human nature.
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