
the original story of the three little
pigs
the original story of the three little pigs is a classic folktale that has
been passed down through generations, captivating audiences with its timeless
moral lessons and vivid storytelling. This enduring narrative tells the tale
of three pigs who each build their own houses using different materials:
straw, sticks, and bricks. The story highlights themes of hard work,
perseverance, and the consequences of taking shortcuts. Over time, numerous
adaptations have emerged, but understanding the original story of the three
little pigs provides essential context for appreciating its cultural impact
and variations. This article explores the origins, plot details, characters,
and the moral lessons embedded in the original tale, as well as its influence
on literature and popular culture.
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Origins and Historical Background
The original story of the three little pigs has roots in European folklore,
with its earliest known versions dating back to the 18th century. Folktales
about clever animals and their interactions with predators were common across
various cultures, but the specific narrative of the three pigs and the big
bad wolf gained popularity in England and America during the 19th century.
The story was initially passed down orally, later appearing in print in
several collections of fairy tales and children’s stories. One of the most
influential early printed versions was published by Joseph Jacobs in 1890,
which helped cement the tale as a staple in children’s literature.

This historical background is important for understanding how the story
evolved over time and why it remains relevant. The tale’s emphasis on
preparation, caution, and industriousness reflects societal values prevalent
during the era of its popularization. Additionally, the story’s simple yet
engaging structure made it an effective tool for teaching children about the
consequences of their choices.



Plot Summary of the Original Story
The original story of the three little pigs centers around three pig siblings
who decide to build their own homes to protect themselves from a hungry wolf.
Each pig chooses a different building material, reflecting their individual
attitudes toward work and safety. The first pig constructs a house made of
straw, the second pig builds one from sticks, and the third pig opts for
bricks, investing significant effort and time into his sturdy home.

As the narrative progresses, the big bad wolf arrives and attempts to blow
down each pig’s house. The wolf easily destroys the straw and stick houses,
forcing the first two pigs to seek refuge with their brother. However, the
wolf fails to demolish the brick house despite multiple attempts. Ultimately,
the wolf is outsmarted or defeated, depending on the version, and the three
pigs live safely in the brick home.

Key Plot Points

The first pig’s straw house is quickly destroyed by the wolf.

The second pig’s stick house also falls victim to the wolf’s huffing and
puffing.

The third pig’s brick house withstands the wolf’s efforts.

The pigs’ unity and the third pig’s diligence ensure their safety.

Main Characters and Their Roles
The original story of the three little pigs features a small cast of
characters, each symbolizing different traits and lessons. The pigs represent
various approaches to work and responsibility, while the wolf embodies
danger, cunning, and the threat of adversity.

The Three Pigs
Each pig has a distinct personality based on their choice of building
materials. The first pig is often portrayed as lazy or carefree, opting for
the quick and easy straw house. The second pig shows a moderate level of
effort by choosing sticks, which offers more protection but still lacks
durability. The third pig is diligent, patient, and wise, investing time and
labor into building a strong brick house that ultimately saves them all.

The Big Bad Wolf
The wolf is the antagonist of the story, symbolizing external threats and
challenges. His repeated attempts to destroy the pigs’ homes serve as a test



of their preparedness and resilience. The wolf’s failure to blow down the
brick house reinforces the value of hard work and careful planning.

Moral Lessons and Themes
The original story of the three little pigs conveys several important moral
lessons and themes that have contributed to its lasting popularity. These
lessons emphasize the virtues of hard work, foresight, and cooperation.

Hard Work and Perseverance
The third pig’s commitment to building a solid brick house teaches the value
of dedication and effort. Unlike his brothers, who choose quick and easy
solutions, the third pig’s perseverance results in safety and success.

Importance of Preparation
The story underscores the necessity of planning and preparing for potential
dangers. The pigs who neglect this lesson suffer consequences, while the
prepared pig triumphs.

Unity and Cooperation
When the first two pigs’ houses are destroyed, they seek refuge with the
third pig. This act of cooperation highlights the strength found in unity,
especially when facing adversity.

Summary of Themes

Industriousness versus laziness

Consequences of choices

Facing challenges with wisdom

Value of family and support

Variations and Adaptations
Since its inception, the original story of the three little pigs has inspired
numerous variations and adaptations across different media. These retellings
often modify characters, settings, or plot details to suit cultural contexts
or to provide new interpretations.



Literary Variations
Many authors have reimagined the story to explore alternative endings or to
highlight different morals. Some versions portray the wolf more
sympathetically, while others emphasize humor or fantasy elements. These
literary adaptations maintain the core narrative but introduce fresh
perspectives.

Film and Television Adaptations
The tale has been adapted into animated shorts, feature films, and television
episodes. These adaptations often include additional characters, expanded
storylines, and modernized themes to appeal to contemporary audiences while
preserving the original message.

Educational Uses
The story is frequently used in educational settings to teach children about
storytelling, character analysis, and moral reasoning. Its clear structure
and engaging plot make it an effective teaching tool for early literacy and
critical thinking skills.

Cultural Impact and Legacy
The original story of the three little pigs holds a significant place in
popular culture and literature. Its influence extends beyond children’s books
to theater, advertising, and even psychology, where it is used as an allegory
for decision-making and resilience.

The tale’s characters and phrases, such as “I'll huff and I'll puff and I'll
blow your house down,” have become embedded in the cultural lexicon. Its
lessons continue to resonate with audiences worldwide, reinforcing
fundamental values through an accessible and memorable narrative.

Popular idioms derived from the story

References in films, commercials, and literature

Use in psychological and educational frameworks

Enduring appeal to multiple generations

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the original story of the Three Little Pigs
about?
The original story of the Three Little Pigs is a classic fairy tale about
three pigs who each build a house—one of straw, one of sticks, and one of
bricks—and a big bad wolf who tries to blow their houses down. The story
teaches lessons about hard work, perseverance, and planning ahead.

Who wrote the original story of the Three Little
Pigs?
The story of the Three Little Pigs is a traditional folk tale with no single
known author. It was popularized in the 19th century by Joseph Jacobs, a
folklorist who included it in his 1890 collection "English Fairy Tales."

What are the main themes in the original Three
Little Pigs story?
The main themes include the importance of hard work and diligence, the
consequences of laziness, and the value of preparation and resilience in
overcoming challenges.

How do the houses of the three pigs differ in the
original story?
In the original story, each pig builds a different house: the first pig
builds a house of straw, the second builds a house of sticks, and the third
builds a house of bricks. The straw and stick houses are easily blown down by
the wolf, but the brick house withstands the wolf's huffing and puffing.

What role does the big bad wolf play in the original
tale?
The big bad wolf is the antagonist who tries to eat the three little pigs by
blowing down their houses. He represents danger and challenges that the pigs
must face and overcome.

What lesson does the original story of the Three
Little Pigs teach children?
The story teaches children the importance of hard work, careful planning, and
persistence. It shows that taking shortcuts or being lazy can lead to
failure, while effort and preparation lead to success and safety.



Are there different versions of the Three Little
Pigs story?
Yes, there are many versions of the Three Little Pigs story across cultures
and time periods. While the core plot remains similar, variations exist in
character traits, the wolf's tactics, and the story's ending.

When was the Three Little Pigs story first
published?
The story was first published in the 19th century, with one of the earliest
well-known versions appearing in Joseph Jacobs' 1890 collection "English
Fairy Tales." However, the tale existed in oral tradition long before then.

How has the original story of the Three Little Pigs
influenced popular culture?
The Three Little Pigs story has influenced numerous adaptations in books,
cartoons, movies, and theater. It is a widely recognized tale used to teach
moral lessons and has inspired various creative reinterpretations, including
Disney's famous animated short film.

Additional Resources
1. The True Story of the Three Little Pigs
This book offers a humorous retelling of the classic tale from the
perspective of the wolf. It challenges the traditional narrative by
portraying the wolf as misunderstood rather than villainous. Readers are
invited to question what really happened in the story they thought they knew.

2. The Three Little Wolves and the Big Bad Pig
A playful reversal of the original story, this book features three little
wolves building houses to protect themselves from a big bad pig. The tale
explores themes of creativity and perseverance, with charming illustrations
that bring the characters to life.

3. The Three Little Pigs and the Somewhat Bad Wolf
This version presents the wolf as a more complex character who isn’t entirely
bad. The story delves into themes of forgiveness and understanding, showing
that even those who seem threatening can have good intentions.

4. The Three Little Pigs: An Architectural Adventure
Focusing on the construction of the pigs’ houses, this book teaches children
about different building materials and architectural principles. It combines
the classic story with educational elements about engineering and design.

5. The Three Little Pigs and the Big Friendly Wolf
In this heartwarming retelling, the wolf befriends the pigs and helps them



build stronger homes. The story highlights friendship, cooperation, and the
importance of giving others a second chance.

6. The Three Little Pigs: A Tale of Bravery and Ingenuity
This version emphasizes the pigs’ bravery and cleverness as they outsmart the
wolf. It encourages readers to think critically and use their wits in
challenging situations.

7. The Three Little Pigs and the Magic Straw
Adding a magical twist, this story features a magical straw that gives the
pigs’ first house special powers. The narrative explores themes of courage,
magic, and the importance of teamwork.

8. The Three Little Pigs and the Wolf’s Redemption
This book tells a story of change and redemption, where the wolf seeks to
make amends for his past actions. It teaches valuable lessons about
forgiveness and personal growth.

9. The Three Little Pigs: A Modern Retelling
Set in a contemporary world, this retelling updates the classic tale with
modern settings and challenges. It includes themes of environmental awareness
and the importance of sustainable living.
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