
the original three little pigs fairy
tale

the original three little pigs fairy tale is a timeless story that has been
passed down through generations, captivating audiences with its simple yet
profound moral lessons. This classic narrative tells the tale of three pig
siblings who each build a house of different materials to protect themselves
from a cunning wolf. The story highlights themes of hard work, perseverance,
and the consequences of taking shortcuts. Over the years, the original three
little pigs fairy tale has inspired numerous adaptations, but the core
message remains unchanged. This article delves into the origins, plot,
symbolism, and cultural impact of the original tale, providing a
comprehensive understanding of its enduring popularity. The following
sections will guide readers through the historical background, character
analysis, and the moral significance embedded in the story.
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Origins and Historical Background

The original three little pigs fairy tale has roots tracing back to oral
storytelling traditions in Europe. It was first published in the 19th
century, although variations of the story existed long before in folk tales.
The version most widely recognized today was popularized by Joseph Jacobs in
his 1890 collection, "English Fairy Tales." Jacobs’ rendition solidified the
narrative structure and introduced the wolf as the antagonist who challenges
the pigs’ efforts. The story reflects the societal values of the time,
emphasizing industriousness and caution. Understanding the historical context
provides insight into why the tale resonated so deeply with audiences and how
it evolved over time.

The Folklore Tradition

As with many fairy tales, the original three little pigs fairy tale emerged
from a rich folklore tradition where stories were orally transmitted to teach
lessons and entertain. These folk narratives often featured anthropomorphic
animals and simple, memorable plots. The pigs and the wolf symbolize common
archetypes: the vulnerable protagonist and the threatening antagonist. Folk
storytellers adapted the tale to fit local cultures, which explains the
variations present in early versions before the standardized text became
widespread.



Joseph Jacobs’ Contribution

Joseph Jacobs played a pivotal role in documenting and popularizing the
original three little pigs fairy tale. His compilation presented the tale in
a form accessible to children and educators, ensuring its place in literary
history. Jacobs’ version focused on the importance of hard work and prudence,
aligning with Victorian-era values. The publication marked the transition of
the tale from oral tradition to written literature, allowing it to reach a
broader audience worldwide.

Plot Summary of the Original Tale

The narrative of the original three little pigs fairy tale follows three
sibling pigs who each decide to build their own house. The first pig
constructs a house of straw, the second builds one of sticks, and the third
opts for bricks. Each pig’s choice reflects their attitude toward work and
foresight. The story intensifies with the arrival of a hungry wolf who
attempts to blow down each house to capture the pigs. The first two houses
fail under the wolf’s breath, but the brick house withstands the attack,
providing safety and security. This straightforward plot delivers a clear
moral about the value of diligence and preparation.

The First Pig’s Straw House

The first pig chooses to build a house quickly using straw, prioritizing ease
over durability. This decision represents a lack of foresight and effort.
When the wolf arrives, he easily blows down the straw house, forcing the pig
to flee. This part of the story serves as an example of the consequences of
taking shortcuts, emphasizing the vulnerability of poorly made choices.

The Second Pig’s Stick House

The second pig constructs a house from sticks, which offers slightly more
protection than straw but is still insufficient. The wolf again manages to
blow the house down, demonstrating that minimal effort and weak foundations
cannot withstand challenges. This segment reinforces the lesson that partial
measures often fail to provide lasting security.

The Third Pig’s Brick House

The third pig builds a sturdy house from bricks, investing time and hard
work. When the wolf attempts to destroy this house, he fails repeatedly. The
brick house symbolizes strength, resilience, and the rewards of perseverance.
Ultimately, the third pig’s preparedness ensures safety for himself and his
siblings, underscoring the story’s central moral.

Character Analysis

Analyzing the characters in the original three little pigs fairy tale reveals
their symbolic roles and the narrative’s underlying messages. Each pig
represents different attitudes toward responsibility and work ethic, while



the wolf embodies danger and adversity. Understanding these characters helps
to appreciate the story’s educational value and its appeal across
generations.

The Three Pigs

The pigs are the protagonists, each illustrating a distinct approach to
problem-solving. The first two pigs are impulsive and seek quick solutions,
reflecting recklessness and imprudence. The third pig, in contrast, is
diligent and thoughtful, embodying wisdom and foresight. Together, the pigs
demonstrate the consequences of different choices and encourage readers to
value perseverance and careful planning.

The Big Bad Wolf

The wolf is the antagonist, representing threats that individuals face in
life. His persistent attempts to destroy the pigs’ houses symbolize
challenges and obstacles. The wolf’s failure to breach the brick house
conveys the idea that preparedness and strength can overcome adversity. This
character adds tension to the story, reinforcing its educational theme.

Symbolism and Themes

The original three little pigs fairy tale is rich in symbolism and thematic
elements that contribute to its lasting relevance. The materials used for the
houses, the wolf’s role, and the pigs’ actions all carry deeper meanings that
communicate universal truths about life, work, and security.

Material Symbolism

The choice of building materials—straw, sticks, and bricks—symbolizes
different levels of effort and stability. Straw and sticks represent flimsy,
short-term solutions, while bricks denote solid, enduring effort. This
progression illustrates the importance of investing time and resources wisely
to achieve lasting success.

Major Themes

Hard Work and Perseverance: The story emphasizes that diligent effort
leads to safety and success.

Preparation and Foresight: Planning ahead protects against future
challenges.

Consequences of Choices: The tale demonstrates how decisions impact
outcomes.

Good versus Evil: The pigs’ struggle against the wolf symbolizes the
fight against danger and adversity.



Cultural Impact and Adaptations

The original three little pigs fairy tale has had a significant cultural
impact, inspiring countless adaptations across various media. Its clear moral
lessons and engaging narrative make it a popular story in education,
entertainment, and folklore studies. The tale’s adaptability has ensured its
survival and relevance throughout changing cultural landscapes.

Literary and Media Adaptations

From children’s books to animated films, the story of the three little pigs
has been retold in numerous formats. Many adaptations introduce new elements
or characters but maintain the core message of the original tale. This
flexibility allows the story to reach diverse audiences and remain a staple
in children’s literature.

Educational Use

The original three little pigs fairy tale is frequently used in educational
settings to teach values such as responsibility, critical thinking, and
problem-solving. Its straightforward plot and memorable characters make it an
effective tool for conveying ethical lessons to young learners. Additionally,
the story serves as an introduction to narrative structure and character
analysis in literary studies.

Modern Interpretations

Contemporary versions sometimes subvert or expand the original narrative to
explore new themes or provide alternative perspectives. These interpretations
reflect modern societal values while paying homage to the timeless elements
of the original three little pigs fairy tale. Through such adaptations, the
story continues to evolve and maintain its cultural significance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the original moral of the Three Little Pigs
fairy tale?

The original moral of the Three Little Pigs fairy tale is the importance of
hard work and preparation, as demonstrated by the third pig who builds a
sturdy house of bricks to protect himself from the wolf.

Who wrote the original Three Little Pigs story?

The Three Little Pigs is a traditional folk tale with no single known author;
it was popularized in written form by Joseph Jacobs in his 1890 collection
"English Fairy Tales."



What materials did each of the three pigs use to
build their houses in the original tale?

In the original tale, the first pig builds a house of straw, the second pig
builds a house of sticks, and the third pig builds a house of bricks.

How does the wolf try to catch the pigs in the
original story?

The wolf tries to catch the pigs by blowing down their houses. He
successfully blows down the straw and stick houses but fails to blow down the
brick house.

What happens to the first two pigs after their houses
are blown down?

In the original story, after the wolf blows down their houses, the first two
pigs run to their brother's brick house for safety.

Are there any variations of the Three Little Pigs
fairy tale?

Yes, there are many variations of the Three Little Pigs fairy tale across
cultures, with differences in the pigs' professions, the wolf's behavior, and
the story's ending.

What is the significance of the brick house in the
story?

The brick house symbolizes strength, security, and the value of diligent
effort and planning, contrasting with the weaker straw and stick houses.

How has the original Three Little Pigs fairy tale
influenced popular culture?

The original Three Little Pigs fairy tale has influenced numerous adaptations
in books, films, cartoons, and theatre, often used to teach lessons about
resourcefulness, caution, and perseverance.

Additional Resources
1. The True Story of the Three Little Pigs by Jon Scieszka
This clever retelling of the classic tale is told from the perspective of the
Big Bad Wolf, who insists he was misunderstood. The story offers a humorous
twist that challenges the original narrative, making readers question who the
real villain is. It's a fun and engaging read that encourages critical
thinking and empathy.

2. The Three Little Wolves and the Big Bad Pig by Eugene Trivizas
In this imaginative reversal, three little wolves build houses of bricks,
sticks, and straw to protect themselves from a big bad pig. The pig tries to
blow the houses down but fails, leading to a surprising and heartwarming



conclusion. The book features vibrant illustrations and a playful take on the
traditional story.

3. The Three Little Pigs by James Marshall
This classic retelling stays true to the original fairy tale, with charming
illustrations and simple text that make it perfect for young children. The
story follows the three pigs as they build their houses and face the Big Bad
Wolf’s attempts to blow them down. It’s a timeless book that introduces kids
to the concepts of hard work and perseverance.

4. The Three Little Pigs and the Somewhat Bad Wolf by Mark Teague
In this version, the Big Bad Wolf is not so bad after all and just wants to
make friends with the pigs. The story explores themes of kindness and
misunderstanding, showing that sometimes enemies can become friends. The
lively illustrations add humor and warmth to this fresh take on the classic.

5. The Three Little Javelinas by Susan Lowell
Set in the Southwest, this story features three little javelinas who build
their homes to protect themselves from a hungry coyote. The cultural setting
and unique characters provide a new perspective on the familiar tale. The
book includes colorful artwork and a fun, rhythmic narrative perfect for
storytime.

6. The Three Little Pigs: An Architectural Tale by Steven Guarnaccia
This inventive retelling focuses on the architectural styles used by the
three pigs when building their houses. Each pig’s construction reflects
different design principles, making the story both educational and
entertaining. It’s a great book for introducing kids to architecture and
creativity.

7. The Three Little Pigs: A Pop-Up Book by James Marshall
This interactive pop-up version of the classic story brings the three little
pigs and the Big Bad Wolf to life with intricate paper engineering. The
dynamic illustrations and movable parts engage young readers and make the
traditional tale even more exciting. It’s a perfect choice for tactile
learners.

8. The Three Ninja Pigs by Corey Rosen Schwartz
In this action-packed adaptation, the three little pigs are trained ninjas
who use their skills to protect their homes from a sneaky wolf. Combining
martial arts with the classic story adds humor and adventure. The vibrant
illustrations and clever text make it a hit with kids who love superheroes
and fairy tales.

9. The Three Little Pigs and the Big Bad Wolf by Paul Galdone
This beautifully illustrated classic remains faithful to the traditional
story, with detailed artwork that enhances the narrative. The book emphasizes
the virtues of hard work and cleverness as the pigs outsmart the wolf. It’s a
favorite for read-aloud sessions and early literacy development.
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