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the origins of memorial day newsela answer key provide valuable insights into the historical
background and significance of Memorial Day in the United States. Understanding the origins of this
important holiday helps clarify why it is observed annually to honor military personnel who have died
in service. The Newsela answer key related to the origins of Memorial Day offers detailed
explanations, comprehension questions, and educational content that supports learning about this
solemn occasion. This article explores the historical roots of Memorial Day, the evolution of its
traditions, and the educational resources available, such as Newsela, which aid in teaching this topic.
By examining these aspects, readers can gain a comprehensive understanding of the holiday’s
background and its relevance today. The following sections will delve into the historical origins, key
figures involved, the development of Memorial Day customs, and how Newsela’s resources facilitate
learning about this subject.
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Historical Origins of Memorial Day
The origins of Memorial Day trace back to the aftermath of the American Civil War, which ended in
1865. With the staggering loss of life during the conflict, communities sought ways to honor the fallen
soldiers. Initially called Decoration Day, the holiday began as a time when families and citizens would
decorate the graves of soldiers with flowers, wreaths, and flags. This act of remembrance was meant
to pay tribute to those who sacrificed their lives for the nation’s unity and freedom. The practice
spread across various states, each adopting their own commemorative events on different dates
before a consistent national observance was established.

Early Commemorative Practices
Many communities held simultaneous memorial services and decorated soldiers’ graves in late spring,
symbolizing hope and renewal. These early ceremonies included parades, speeches, and the placing
of flowers on gravesites. The timing of Memorial Day in May was chosen for its pleasant weather,
which facilitated outdoor gatherings and the blossoming of flowers used for decoration. These initial
acts of remembrance laid the foundation for what would become a nationwide tradition.



Key Figures and Early Observances
Several individuals and locations claim to have originated Memorial Day, contributing to a complex
historical narrative. One notable figure is General John A. Logan, commander of the Grand Army of the
Republic, who issued a proclamation in 1868 designating May 30 as a day for decorating the graves of
Union soldiers. This proclamation played a significant role in formalizing the holiday. Various towns,
particularly in the South and North, also held their own early observances independently, reflecting
regional efforts to honor war dead.

Notable Early Ceremonies
In Charleston, South Carolina, freed African Americans organized a ceremony in 1865 that included
decorating the graves of Union soldiers who died in a Confederate prison camp. This event is often
cited as one of the earliest Memorial Day observances. Similarly, Waterloo, New York, was officially
recognized by Congress in 1966 as the birthplace of Memorial Day due to its annual commemoration
starting in 1866. These diverse origins illustrate the multifaceted beginnings of the holiday.

Development of Memorial Day Traditions
Over time, Memorial Day evolved from various local observances into a unified national holiday. By
the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the practice of honoring all American war dead, not just those
from the Civil War, became widespread. The holiday also expanded beyond grave decoration to
include parades, moments of silence, and the playing of taps. Federal recognition of Memorial Day
came with the establishment of it as a national holiday after World War I.

Memorial Day Activities and Customs

Decorating graves with flowers and flags

Holding parades and public ceremonies

Observing moments of silence and playing bugle calls such as “Taps”

Visiting memorials and monuments dedicated to fallen soldiers

Organizing community and veterans’ events

These traditions continue to serve as ways for Americans to remember and honor those who have
died in military service, reinforcing the holiday’s solemn purpose.

Educational Resources: The Role of Newsela
Newsela is an educational platform that offers diverse articles and lesson plans designed to engage



students in learning about history, including the origins of Memorial Day. The platform provides texts
at varying reading levels to accommodate different learners, making complex historical topics
accessible. Newsela’s content on Memorial Day includes historical narratives, primary source
documents, and discussion questions that promote critical thinking and comprehension. These
resources support educators in delivering meaningful instruction about the holiday’s significance.

Features of Newsela’s Memorial Day Content

Multiple reading levels to suit student needs

Interactive quizzes and comprehension questions

Historical context and timelines

Integration of primary and secondary sources

Discussion prompts to encourage classroom engagement

Utilizing the Newsela Answer Key for Teaching
The origins of Memorial Day Newsela answer key serves as a valuable tool for educators to assess
student understanding and facilitate classroom discussions. The answer key provides correct
responses to comprehension questions, helping teachers efficiently evaluate learning outcomes. It
also offers explanations that clarify key concepts about the holiday’s history and traditions. Using the
answer key in conjunction with the article enables a structured and effective teaching approach,
ensuring that students grasp the essential elements of Memorial Day’s origins.

Benefits of the Answer Key

Saves time in grading and lesson planning1.

Ensures accuracy in evaluating student responses2.

Supports differentiated instruction with clear explanations3.

Enhances student comprehension through guided feedback4.

Facilitates meaningful classroom discussions about history5.

By leveraging the Newsela answer key, educators can strengthen their instructional strategies and
provide students with a deeper understanding of Memorial Day’s historical importance.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical origin of Memorial Day?
Memorial Day originated after the American Civil War to honor and remember the soldiers who died
while serving in the military.

Which event is considered the beginning of Memorial Day
traditions?
The beginning of Memorial Day traditions is often traced back to Decoration Day ceremonies, where
people decorated the graves of fallen soldiers with flowers.

When was Memorial Day officially recognized as a national
holiday?
Memorial Day was officially recognized as a national holiday in 1971 by an act of Congress.

How did Memorial Day evolve from Decoration Day?
Memorial Day evolved from Decoration Day, which was initially a day to honor Union soldiers, to a day
that honors all American military personnel who have died in service.

What role did women’s groups play in the origins of Memorial
Day?
Women’s groups played a significant role by organizing early Decoration Day events and advocating
for the recognition and remembrance of fallen soldiers.

Additional Resources
1. The Origins of Memorial Day: Honoring Our Fallen Heroes
This book explores the history behind Memorial Day, tracing its beginnings to post-Civil War America.
It discusses how communities came together to honor soldiers who died in service to their country.
The narrative highlights key figures and events that shaped the holiday's establishment.

2. Remembering the Brave: The Story of Memorial Day
A comprehensive look at the origins of Memorial Day, this book delves into the traditions and
ceremonies that began in the 19th century. It covers the evolution of the holiday from local
observances to a nationwide day of remembrance. The book also examines how Memorial Day has
changed over time.

3. From Decoration Day to Memorial Day: A History
This title provides insight into the early days when Memorial Day was known as Decoration Day. It
explains the significance of decorating soldiers’ graves and how this practice helped communities
heal after the Civil War. The book offers a detailed timeline of the holiday's development.



4. Honoring the Fallen: The Birth of Memorial Day
Focusing on personal stories and historical accounts, this book reveals how Memorial Day was born
out of the collective mourning of a nation. It highlights the role of women’s groups and veterans’
organizations in establishing the holiday. The book also touches on the impact of Memorial Day on
American culture.

5. Memorial Day: A Nation’s Tribute to Its Heroes
This book examines the cultural and social significance of Memorial Day in the United States. It traces
the holiday’s origins and explains how it has become a symbol of national pride and remembrance.
Readers learn about the ceremonies, parades, and traditions associated with the day.

6. The Civil War and the Creation of Memorial Day
Offering a focused look at the Civil War’s influence, this book discusses how the immense loss of life
led to the establishment of Memorial Day. It details specific events and locations where the first
Memorial Day observances took place. The book also explores how the holiday expanded beyond Civil
War soldiers.

7. Memorial Day: Stories from the Past
Through a collection of stories and eyewitness accounts, this book brings to life the early Memorial
Day celebrations. It showcases the emotions and patriotism that fueled the holiday’s creation. The
book provides a human perspective on the origins of Memorial Day.

8. The Evolution of Memorial Day: From Local Ritual to National Holiday
This book tracks the transformation of Memorial Day from small, local gatherings to a federally
recognized holiday. It investigates legislative actions and social movements that helped formalize the
day. The narrative also discusses the holiday’s role in contemporary society.

9. Legacy of Sacrifice: Understanding Memorial Day’s Roots
Focusing on the meaning behind Memorial Day, this book explores the sacrifices made by soldiers and
the importance of remembrance. It provides historical context and explains how Memorial Day serves
as a reminder of the cost of freedom. The book encourages readers to reflect on the holiday’s
significance.
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