
the orthodox study bible

the orthodox study bible represents a significant resource for those seeking a comprehensive and
theologically rich understanding of the Bible from an Eastern Orthodox perspective. This study Bible
integrates the traditional text of the Holy Scriptures with extensive commentary, notes, and
explanations grounded in the teachings and traditions of the Orthodox Church. Designed to deepen
the spiritual and intellectual engagement of readers, the Orthodox Study Bible offers unique insights
that differ from other popular study Bibles, emphasizing patristic interpretations, liturgical context,
and Orthodox theology. This article explores the origins, features, and significance of the Orthodox
Study Bible, highlighting its role in both personal study and academic inquiry. Additionally, it
examines the distinctive characteristics that set this study Bible apart, including its translation
choices and the nature of its commentary. The following sections provide a detailed overview, helping
readers understand why the Orthodox Study Bible is a valuable tool for anyone interested in Orthodox
Christianity and biblical studies.

Origins and Development of the Orthodox Study Bible

Translation and Textual Basis

Features and Content

Unique Aspects of Orthodox Theology in the Study Bible

Usage and Audience

Origins and Development of the Orthodox Study Bible
The Orthodox Study Bible was first published in 2008, marking a landmark moment in the availability
of Orthodox Christian resources for English-speaking audiences. It was developed to fill a notable gap,
as previous study Bibles tended to reflect Protestant or Catholic perspectives rather than those of the
Eastern Orthodox tradition. The project was overseen by a team of Orthodox scholars, theologians,
and clergy who sought to produce a Bible that faithfully represents Orthodox doctrine and biblical
interpretation. This edition was designed to be both accessible for lay readers and beneficial for
clergy and scholars, providing a reliable and authoritative text for study and worship.

Historical Context
The creation of the Orthodox Study Bible was influenced by a growing interest in Orthodox
Christianity in the West during the late 20th and early 21st centuries. As Orthodox parishes expanded
and converts increased, the need for a study Bible reflecting Orthodox spirituality and theology
became evident. The collaborative effort involved members of various Orthodox jurisdictions in
America, ensuring that the study Bible reflected a pan-Orthodox consensus rather than a single
national or cultural viewpoint.



Editorial Team and Contributors
The editing team included notable Orthodox scholars and clergy with expertise in biblical languages,
patristics, and liturgical traditions. Their contributions ensured that the notes and commentary were
rooted in the Church Fathers and Orthodox dogmatic teachings. The involvement of clergy also
ensured pastoral sensitivity, making the Orthodox Study Bible suitable for both academic study and
spiritual growth.

Translation and Textual Basis
The Orthodox Study Bible uses a unique combination of translations that align with Orthodox
traditions and textual preferences. The New Testament is based on the New King James Version
(NKJV), which is respected for its balance of readability and faithfulness to the original texts. For the
Old Testament, the study Bible employs the Septuagint (LXX) as its primary text, which is a critical
distinction from most Protestant and Catholic Bibles that rely on the Masoretic Text.

The Septuagint and Its Importance
The Septuagint is the ancient Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures, widely used in the early
Christian Church and still authoritative in Orthodox liturgy and theology. By using the Septuagint, the
Orthodox Study Bible aligns its Old Testament text with the tradition of the early Church and reflects
the Scriptures as understood by the Church Fathers. This choice also affects certain textual variations
and wording differences that are significant for Orthodox doctrine and biblical interpretation.

New Testament Translation Choice
The New King James Version was selected for the New Testament due to its literary quality and
accuracy. It provides a modern yet reverent translation, facilitating comprehension without sacrificing
theological depth. The NKJV translation also complements the Septuagint-based Old Testament,
maintaining consistency and clarity throughout the Bible.

Features and Content
The Orthodox Study Bible includes a wide array of features designed to enhance the reader’s
understanding of Scripture through an Orthodox lens. These features combine textual analysis,
theological commentary, historical background, and liturgical context.

Study Notes and Commentary
One of the defining features of the Orthodox Study Bible is its extensive footnotes and commentary.
These notes draw on the writings of the Church Fathers, such as St. John Chrysostom and St. Basil the
Great, as well as contemporary Orthodox theologians. The commentary emphasizes spiritual
interpretation, doctrinal clarity, and the continuity of biblical teaching with Orthodox tradition.



Introductions and Book Outlines
Each book of the Bible is preceded by an introduction that provides historical context, authorship
details, thematic summaries, and liturgical significance. These introductions help readers situate the
biblical texts within the broader framework of Orthodox Christian worship and theology.

Liturgical and Sacramental Insights
Given the centrality of liturgy in Orthodox Christianity, the study Bible includes references to how
specific passages are used in Orthodox worship, including feast days, sacraments, and prayers. This
feature connects biblical study with practical spiritual life and worship.

Additional Resources

Maps illustrating biblical geography relevant to Orthodox tradition

Charts outlining biblical timelines and genealogies

Glossary of theological and liturgical terms

Cross-references to related passages within the Bible

Unique Aspects of Orthodox Theology in the Study
Bible
The Orthodox Study Bible reflects several key theological perspectives that are distinctive to Eastern
Orthodoxy, setting it apart from other study Bibles.

The Role of the Church Fathers
The commentary consistently references the teachings of the Church Fathers, underscoring the
Orthodox belief in the continuity of Holy Tradition. This patristic approach provides interpretative
frameworks that emphasize the spiritual and mystical dimensions of Scripture.

Emphasis on Theosis and Salvation
The concept of theosis, or divinization, is central to Orthodox theology and is highlighted throughout
the study notes. The Bible is presented not merely as historical text but as a living word that invites
believers into transformation and union with God.



Sacramental and Liturgical Context
The study Bible integrates an understanding of Scripture that is inseparable from the sacramental life
of the Church. Biblical passages are often explained in relation to Orthodox sacraments such as the
Eucharist and Baptism, reinforcing the interconnectedness of Scripture and worship.

Usage and Audience
The Orthodox Study Bible serves a diverse audience, including Orthodox Christians seeking to deepen
their faith, clergy preparing sermons or teaching materials, and scholars interested in Eastern
Christian biblical interpretation.

For Personal Devotion and Study
Many Orthodox faithful use the Orthodox Study Bible for personal prayer, meditation, and study. Its
accessible format and rich commentary support spiritual growth and understanding of Orthodox
doctrine.

Educational and Liturgical Use
Clergy and educators find the Orthodox Study Bible invaluable for teaching catechism classes, Bible
studies, and homilies. The alignment with Orthodox theology ensures consistency in doctrinal
instruction.

Ecumenical and Academic Interest
Beyond the Orthodox community, the study Bible is also a resource for scholars and Christians of
other traditions interested in the Eastern Orthodox perspective on Scripture. It provides a window into
Orthodox biblical hermeneutics and spirituality.

Guides readers through Orthodox theological themes1.

Supports liturgical preparation and understanding2.

Enhances comprehension of biblical texts with patristic insights3.

Offers a Septuagint-based Old Testament unique among English Bibles4.

Bridges historical, spiritual, and academic study of the Bible5.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Orthodox Study Bible?
The Orthodox Study Bible is a study Bible primarily based on the Septuagint Old Testament and the
New King James Version New Testament, designed to provide insights and commentary from the
Eastern Orthodox Christian perspective.

How does the Orthodox Study Bible differ from other study
Bibles?
Unlike many study Bibles that use the Masoretic Text for the Old Testament, the Orthodox Study Bible
uses the Septuagint, the ancient Greek translation favored by the Eastern Orthodox Church, along
with commentary that reflects Orthodox theology and tradition.

Who are the editors or contributors of the Orthodox Study
Bible?
The Orthodox Study Bible was edited by Fr. Peter J. Scazzero and Fr. Stanley Harakas, with
contributions from various Orthodox theologians and scholars to ensure accuracy and theological
depth.

When was the Orthodox Study Bible first published?
The Orthodox Study Bible was first published in 2008, offering Eastern Orthodox Christians a
comprehensive resource for scripture study with Orthodox commentary.

Is the Orthodox Study Bible approved for use in Orthodox
churches?
Yes, the Orthodox Study Bible is widely accepted and used within many Eastern Orthodox
communities as a valuable resource for personal and group Bible study, although practices may vary
among jurisdictions.

What versions of the Bible text are used in the Orthodox
Study Bible?
The Orthodox Study Bible uses the Septuagint text for the Old Testament and the New King James
Version for the New Testament, providing a blend that aligns with Orthodox liturgical and theological
traditions.

Where can I purchase or access the Orthodox Study Bible?
The Orthodox Study Bible is available for purchase through various bookstores, Orthodox Christian
publishers, and online retailers such as Amazon. Additionally, some Orthodox parishes and seminaries
provide access to it for study purposes.



Additional Resources
1. The Orthodox Study Bible: New Testament and Psalms
This is the foundational text for anyone interested in Orthodox Christian scripture study. It features
the New King James Version of the New Testament alongside the Septuagint Psalms, which are highly
revered in Orthodox tradition. The Bible includes extensive commentary and notes from the
perspective of the Eastern Orthodox Church, making it an invaluable resource for both lay readers
and scholars.

2. Understanding the Orthodox Study Bible: A Guide for Readers
This guidebook helps readers navigate the unique features of the Orthodox Study Bible. It explains
the significance of the Septuagint and the theological commentary embedded within the text.
Readers will find insights on how Orthodox tradition shapes the interpretation of scripture, enriching
their study experience.

3. Commentary on the Orthodox Study Bible: Insights from the Fathers
This book compiles commentary from the Church Fathers that align with the notes found in the
Orthodox Study Bible. It provides historical context and theological reflections that deepen
understanding of biblical passages. Ideal for those seeking to connect patristic wisdom with
contemporary scripture study.

4. Orthodox Biblical Theology: Themes in the Orthodox Study Bible
Focusing on major theological themes present in the Orthodox Study Bible, this volume explores
concepts like salvation, the Kingdom of God, and the role of the Holy Spirit. It offers readers a
systematic approach to Orthodox biblical theology, reinforcing the teachings found within the study
Bible.

5. Using the Orthodox Study Bible in Personal Devotion
This practical guide shows how to incorporate the Orthodox Study Bible into daily prayer and
meditation. It suggests reading plans, reflection questions, and ways to engage with the scripture on
a personal level. Perfect for individuals seeking to deepen their spiritual life through scripture.

6. The Septuagint and the Orthodox Study Bible: History and Significance
This book delves into the history of the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Old Testament used in
the Orthodox Study Bible. It explains why the Septuagint holds a special place in Orthodox Christianity
and how it influences the interpretation of biblical texts. Readers will gain a greater appreciation for
this ancient and vital translation.

7. Orthodox Study Bible for Catechists and Teachers
Designed for educators, this resource offers tips and lesson plans based on the Orthodox Study Bible.
It helps catechists convey Orthodox teachings effectively using scriptural examples and commentary.
The book supports the development of engaging and theologically sound religious education
programs.

8. Apocrypha and the Orthodox Study Bible: Exploring the Deuterocanonical Books
This book examines the role of the Deuterocanonical books included in the Orthodox Study Bible. It
discusses their historical background, theological importance, and the reasons they are embraced by
the Orthodox tradition. Readers interested in the full breadth of Orthodox scripture will find this a
comprehensive introduction.

9. Prayer and Worship in the Orthodox Study Bible



This volume connects the scriptural readings of the Orthodox Study Bible with the rich prayer and
worship life of the Church. It highlights how biblical texts are used in liturgical settings and personal
devotion. The book serves as a bridge between scripture study and the lived experience of Orthodox
faith.
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