
the other side jacqueline woodson

the other side jacqueline woodson is a poignant and beautifully crafted children's book
that explores themes of division, friendship, and understanding. Written by acclaimed
author Jacqueline Woodson, this story captures the essence of childhood innocence amidst
societal barriers. The narrative delves into the lives of children living on opposite sides of a
fence, symbolizing racial and social divides. Through lyrical prose and vivid illustrations,
Woodson invites readers to reflect on the power of empathy and connection. This article will
provide an in-depth analysis of "The Other Side," highlighting its plot, themes, characters,
and the impact it has had on readers and educators alike. Additionally, it will explore
Jacqueline Woodson’s background and literary significance.

Overview of "The Other Side" by Jacqueline Woodson

Thematic Exploration in "The Other Side"

Character Analysis and Development

Jacqueline Woodson: Author Background and Literary Impact

Reception and Educational Use of "The Other Side"

Overview of "The Other Side" by Jacqueline
Woodson
"The Other Side" is a children’s picture book written by Jacqueline Woodson and illustrated
by E. B. Lewis. Published in 2001, the book narrates the story of two young girls, Clover and
Annie, who live on opposite sides of a fence in their neighborhood. The fence is a powerful
symbol separating their communities, representing racial segregation and social
boundaries.

The story unfolds as Clover, a Black girl, and Annie, a white girl, become curious about each
other despite the invisible barrier between them. Their friendship gradually challenges the
notion of separation, illustrating how innocence and kindness can transcend societal
divisions.

The book’s simple yet evocative language paired with expressive watercolor illustrations
makes it accessible to young readers, while also conveying deeper historical and cultural
contexts. "The Other Side" is designed to foster conversations about race, equality, and
community among children and adults.

Plot Summary
The narrative begins by introducing Clover, who is warned by her mother not to cross the



fence that divides the neighborhoods. Annie, who lives on the other side, is also curious
about what lies beyond the fence. Despite this, the fence remains a physical and symbolic
barrier until the girls start sitting together on the fence itself. This act of sitting on the fence
becomes a metaphor for breaking down societal barriers and embracing friendship.

Illustrations and Style
E. B. Lewis's watercolors complement Woodson’s text by adding emotional depth and
warmth to the story. The illustrations highlight the contrast between the two neighborhoods
while also emphasizing the innocence and hope embodied by the girls. The artistic style
supports the book’s themes by visually representing the division and eventual connection
between the characters.

Thematic Exploration in "The Other Side"
The other side jacqueline woodson explores several significant themes that contribute to its
enduring relevance and educational value. These themes resonate with readers of all ages
and encourage critical reflection on social issues.

Racial Segregation and Social Barriers
At its core, "The Other Side" addresses the harsh realities of racial segregation. The fence is
a clear metaphor for the imposed divisions based on race and class. This theme introduces
young readers to the concept of segregation in a gentle, approachable manner, helping
them understand the impact of exclusion and prejudice.

Friendship and Empathy
The story highlights how friendship can flourish despite societal barriers. Clover and Annie’s
relationship teaches readers about empathy, curiosity, and the importance of seeing
beyond external differences. Their willingness to connect and share moments together
serves as an example of overcoming fear and prejudice.

Innocence and Hope
Woodson captures the innocence of childhood as a powerful force against discrimination.
The girls’ simple act of sitting on the fence symbolizes hope for a future where barriers no
longer divide communities. This theme reinforces the idea that change begins with small,
courageous steps.

Symbolism of the Fence
The fence in the story is not just a physical object but a layered symbol representing



separation, limitation, and the societal rules that maintain division. However, it also
becomes a symbol of connection when the girls choose to sit on it together, transforming it
from a boundary into a bridge.

Character Analysis and Development
The characters in "The Other Side" are carefully crafted to embody the book’s themes and
messages. The development of Clover and Annie provides insight into the complexities of
race relations and childhood experiences.

Clover
Clover is a Black girl who lives in a segregated community. She is cautious but curious
about the world beyond the fence. Through Clover, Woodson portrays the experience of
growing up in a racially divided society and the internal conflict between obedience to
parental warnings and the natural desire to explore and connect.

Annie
Annie, a white girl, represents innocence untainted by prejudice. Her openness to friendship
with Clover demonstrates the possibility of change and acceptance. Annie’s character
challenges the status quo by questioning the necessity of the fence and the divisions it
upholds.

Supporting Characters
The adults in the story, including Clover’s mother, symbolize the societal norms and fears
that perpetuate segregation. Their warnings and attitudes provide context for the children’s
actions and highlight the generational transmission of racial biases.

Jacqueline Woodson: Author Background and
Literary Impact
Jacqueline Woodson is an award-winning author known for her contributions to children’s
and young adult literature. Her works often explore themes of race, identity, family, and
social justice, making her a significant voice in contemporary American literature.

Biography and Career Highlights
Born in 1963, Woodson's writing is deeply influenced by her experiences growing up as an
African American in the United States. Over her career, she has received numerous
accolades, including the National Book Award and the Newbery Honor. Her ability to



address complex social issues through accessible storytelling has made her a respected
figure among educators and readers.

Literary Style and Approach
Woodson’s literary style is characterized by lyrical prose, emotional depth, and a focus on
marginalized voices. She often uses poetry and vivid imagery to engage readers and evoke
empathy. In "The Other Side," her style is evident in the rhythmic and evocative language
that complements the visual storytelling.

Impact on Children’s Literature
Jacqueline Woodson has helped to broaden the scope of children’s literature by addressing
challenging topics with sensitivity and honesty. Her books, including "The Other Side,"
serve as important tools for discussing race and inclusion in educational settings, fostering
dialogue among young readers and adults.

Reception and Educational Use of "The Other
Side"
"The Other Side" has been widely praised by critics, educators, and readers for its
meaningful portrayal of racial segregation and friendship. It has become a staple in
classrooms and libraries aiming to promote diversity and inclusion.

Critical Acclaim
The book has received positive reviews for its thoughtful narrative and beautiful
illustrations. Critics commend Woodson’s ability to tackle difficult social issues in a way that
is accessible and engaging for children.

Use in Educational Settings
Educators frequently use "The Other Side" as a resource to introduce topics such as
segregation, racism, and social justice. The book’s themes encourage discussions about
empathy, fairness, and the importance of bridging divides. Activities often include:

Classroom discussions on diversity and inclusion

Art projects inspired by the illustrations and themes

Writing assignments exploring friendship and community

Role-playing exercises to build empathy



Influence on Readers
The story’s impact extends beyond the classroom, resonating with readers who find hope
and inspiration in Clover and Annie’s friendship. "The Other Side" continues to be a
valuable tool in promoting understanding and breaking down preconceived notions about
race and community boundaries.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Other Side' by
Jacqueline Woodson?
The main theme of 'The Other Side' is racial segregation and friendship, highlighting how
two children from different racial backgrounds challenge societal boundaries to form a
bond.

Who are the central characters in 'The Other Side' and
how do they contribute to the story?
The central characters are Clover and Annie, two young girls from different racial
backgrounds. Their friendship symbolizes breaking down racial barriers and promotes
understanding and unity.

How does Jacqueline Woodson address the issue of
segregation in 'The Other Side'?
Jacqueline Woodson addresses segregation by portraying the physical and social division
represented by the fence in the story, illustrating how the children choose to overcome this
barrier through friendship.

What age group is 'The Other Side' by Jacqueline
Woodson best suited for?
'The Other Side' is best suited for children aged 5 to 9 years old, as it uses simple language
and illustrations to discuss complex topics like race and segregation in an accessible way.

How does the illustration style in 'The Other Side'
enhance the story by Jacqueline Woodson?
The illustrations by E. B. Lewis use watercolor paintings that evoke emotion and emphasize
the themes of separation and connection, complementing Jacqueline Woodson's narrative
effectively.



Additional Resources
1. Each Kindness by Jacqueline Woodson
This poignant picture book explores themes of kindness, regret, and the impact of small
actions. When a new girl named Maya joins class, Chloe and her friends exclude her, only to
realize later the consequences of their unkindness. The story encourages readers to
embrace empathy and understand the lasting effects of their behavior towards others.

2. The Other Side by Jacqueline Woodson
Set during the era of racial segregation, this story follows two young girls, Clover and Annie,
who form a friendship despite the fence that separates their communities. Through their
bond, the book highlights themes of racial division, friendship, and hope for a more
inclusive future. Woodson’s lyrical prose and beautiful illustrations make this a memorable
read.

3. Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson
An autobiographical memoir in verse, this book chronicles Woodson’s childhood as an
African American girl growing up in the 1960s and 1970s. It touches on themes of identity,
family, and finding one’s voice amidst the backdrop of the Civil Rights Movement. The
evocative poetry invites readers into Woodson’s personal journey of self-discovery.

4. Inside Out and Back Again by Thanhha Lai
This novel in verse tells the story of Hà, a young girl who flees Vietnam with her family after
the war and resettles in Alabama. It explores themes of displacement, cultural adjustment,
and resilience through Hà’s eyes. The poetic narrative offers a heartfelt portrayal of
immigration and the search for belonging.

5. Wonder by R.J. Palacio
Focusing on August Pullman, a boy with a facial difference attending school for the first
time, this novel explores themes of kindness, acceptance, and empathy. Through multiple
perspectives, readers see the challenges and triumphs of August and those around him.
The story encourages readers to look beyond appearances and embrace differences.

6. Last Stop on Market Street by Matt de la Peña
This picture book follows a young boy named CJ and his grandmother as they ride the bus
through their city. Along the way, CJ learns to appreciate the beauty in everyday life and
the diversity of his community. The book highlights themes of gratitude, community, and
seeing the world through a positive lens.

7. Seedfolks by Paul Fleischman
In a diverse urban neighborhood, residents come together to transform a vacant lot into a
community garden. Told through the voices of multiple characters, the story explores
themes of cultural diversity, community building, and hope. It’s a powerful tale of how small
actions can bring people together and foster understanding.

8. The Name Jar by Yangsook Choi
When Unhei moves from Korea to America, she worries that her classmates won’t be able
to pronounce her name. The story addresses themes of cultural identity, acceptance, and
the importance of names. Through kindness and curiosity, Unhei’s classmates learn to
appreciate her unique heritage.



9. Separate Is Never Equal: Sylvia Mendez and Her Family’s Fight for Desegregation by
Duncan Tonatiuh
This nonfiction picture book tells the true story of Sylvia Mendez, a young girl who helped
end school segregation in California in the 1940s. It highlights the struggles and courage
involved in the fight for civil rights and equality in education. The vibrant illustrations and
compelling narrative inspire readers to stand up for justice.
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