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the other side of calvinism laurence m vance is a significant theological
work that explores the doctrines and interpretations opposing traditional
Calvinist beliefs. Laurence M. Vance, a well-known theologian and writer,
delves deeply into the controversies surrounding Calvinism, offering a
comprehensive critique and alternative viewpoints. This article examines the
essential themes presented in "The Other Side of Calvinism," highlighting
Vance’s arguments and his approach to the doctrines of predestination, free
will, and salvation. By analyzing his perspectives, readers gain insight into
the broader theological debate between Calvinism and its alternatives. The
discussion also includes the historical context and scriptural analysis that
underpin Vance’s position, providing a balanced overview of this influential
work. Below is a detailed table of contents outlining the main sections
covered in this article.
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Overview of Laurence M. Vance and His Work

Laurence M. Vance is a prolific author and theologian known for his critical
examination of Calvinism and his advocacy for alternative theological
perspectives. His work, "The Other Side of Calvinism," presents a detailed
analysis of Calvinist doctrines by contrasting them with interpretations
grounded in free will and conditional election. Vance’s scholarship is marked
by rigorous research and a commitment to scriptural fidelity, making his
critiques both accessible and academically substantial. This section
introduces Vance’s background, his motivations for writing the book, and the
broader impact of his work within theological circles.



Background and Theological Perspective

Laurence M. Vance has contributed extensively to discussions on Reformed
theology, Arminianism, and related Christian doctrines. His background
includes years of study and ministry, which inform his critical stance
towards Calvinism. Vance approaches theology with a conservative evangelical
framework, emphasizing biblical authority and the importance of human
responsibility in salvation. His perspective challenges the deterministic
elements often associated with Calvinism and seeks to restore what he views
as the biblical balance between divine sovereignty and human free will.

The Purpose of "The Other Side of Calvinism"

The book aims to provide a comprehensive response to Calvinist teachings by
presenting scriptural evidence and theological arguments that support
alternative views. Vance'’s purpose is not merely to criticize but to offer a
constructive theological alternative that resonates with a broader range of
Christian believers. Through clear exposition and detailed analysis, "The
Other Side of Calvinism" serves as both a resource for those questioning
Calvinism and a scholarly critique for theologians and pastors.

Core Doctrines of Calvinism

Calvinism, rooted in the teachings of John Calvin, is characterized by five
central doctrines often summarized by the acronym TULIP: Total depravity,
Unconditional election, Limited atonement, Irresistible grace, and
Perseverance of the saints. Understanding these core doctrines is essential
to grasp the full scope of Laurence M. Vance’s critiques. This section
outlines these foundational beliefs to provide context for the contrasting
views presented in "The Other Side of Calvinism."

The Five Points of Calvinism

e Total Depravity: The belief that every aspect of human nature is
corrupted by sin, rendering individuals incapable of coming to God
without divine intervention.

e Unconditional Election: The doctrine that God chooses certain
individuals for salvation based solely on His will, not on any foreseen
merit or action.

e Limited Atonement: The view that Christ’s atoning sacrifice was intended
only for the elect, not for all humanity.

e Irresistible Grace: The belief that those whom God calls to salvation
cannot resist His grace.



* Perseverance of the Saints: The doctrine that those elected by God will
persist in faith and will not permanently fall away.

Impact of Calvinist Doctrines on Christian Theology

These doctrines have profoundly influenced Protestant theology, shaping views
on salvation, predestination, and God'’'s sovereignty. Calvinism emphasizes
God’s control over all aspects of salvation, often leading to debates about
human free will and responsibility. The theological implications of these
doctrines have sparked significant discussion and division within Christian
communities, making it a critical area of study for scholars like Laurence M.
Vance.

Vance'’s Critique of Calvinist Theology

In "The Other Side of Calvinism," Laurence M. Vance presents a systematic
critique of Calvinist doctrines, questioning their biblical basis and logical
consistency. He challenges the determinism inherent in Calvinism and argues
for a more balanced understanding of divine sovereignty that incorporates
human free will. This section explores Vance'’s main points of contention and
his theological reasoning.

Problems with Unconditional Election and Limited
Atonement

Vance argues that the doctrines of unconditional election and limited
atonement conflict with the inclusive nature of God’s love and justice as
portrayed in Scripture. He contends that these doctrines limit Christ’s
atoning work and undermine the universal offer of salvation. According to
Vance, the Bible supports a view of conditional election based on foreseen
faith rather than an unconditional divine decree.

Free Will and Human Responsibility

A central theme in Vance'’s critique is the affirmation of human free will in
the process of salvation. He emphasizes that Scripture consistently calls
individuals to respond to God’s grace, implying that humans have genuine
freedom to accept or reject salvation. Vance maintains that Calvinism’s
denial of this freedom leads to theological and pastoral problems, including
fatalism and moral complacency.



Alternative Views on Predestination and Free
Will

Laurence M. Vance advocates for theological perspectives that contrast
sharply with Calvinism, particularly regarding predestination and human
agency. His approach aligns closely with Arminianism and other non-Calvinist
traditions that emphasize conditional election and resist the notion of
irresistible grace. This section outlines these alternative doctrines as
presented in "The Other Side of Calvinism."

Conditional Election

Conditional election posits that God’s choice of individuals for salvation is
based on His foreknowledge of their faith and response to the gospel. Vance
supports this view, arguing that it preserves both divine sovereignty and
human responsibility. This doctrine affirms that while God initiates
salvation, humans play a crucial role in accepting or rejecting it.

Unlimited Atonement and Resistible Grace

Contrary to limited atonement, Vance upholds the idea of unlimited atonement,
where Christ’s sacrifice is sufficient for all people, though effective only
for those who believe. Additionally, he supports the concept of resistible
grace, which means that God’s call to salvation can be resisted by human
beings. These views underscore the dynamic relationship between divine grace
and human freedom.

Perseverance and Apostasy

While Calvinism teaches the perseverance of the saints as an assurance of
eternal security, Vance acknowledges the possibility of apostasy, where
believers may fall away from faith. This perspective encourages vigilance and
ongoing faithfulness, highlighting the conditional nature of salvation in his
theological framework.

Scriptural Foundations in "The Other Side of
Calvinism"

Laurence M. Vance’s arguments are deeply rooted in biblical exegesis. His
work systematically examines key scriptural passages that are often cited in
support of Calvinism, offering alternative interpretations that align with
his theological stance. This section reviews some of the central biblical
texts discussed in the book and Vance'’s approach to scriptural
interpretation.



Key Biblical Passages Examined

e Romans 8:29-30: Often used to support unconditional election, Vance
interprets these verses in light of foreknowledge and conditional
election.

e John 3:16: Emphasizing God’s love for the world, Vance argues this verse
contradicts limited atonement.

e 1 Timothy 2:4: Cited to affirm God’'s desire for all to be saved,
challenging the Calvinist view of limited atonement.

e Hebrews 6:4-6: Used to discuss the possibility of apostasy, supporting
Vance's view on perseverance and falling away.

Methodology of Scriptural Analysis

Vance employs a literal and contextual approach to Scripture, emphasizing the
importance of understanding verses within their broader biblical and
historical context. His methodology seeks to reconcile difficult passages
with a coherent theological framework that respects both God’s sovereignty
and human responsibility.

Implications for Modern Christian Thought

"The Other Side of Calvinism" has significant implications for contemporary
Christian theology and practice. Laurence M. Vance's critique invites
believers, pastors, and scholars to reconsider long-held assumptions about
salvation, divine election, and grace. This section discusses the broader
impact of his work on modern Christian discourse.

Encouraging Theological Dialogue

Vance’s work fosters constructive dialogue between Calvinist and non-
Calvinist camps by presenting well-reasoned arguments grounded in Scripture.
His book promotes mutual understanding and respect, encouraging believers to
engage critically and thoughtfully with complex theological issues.

Pastoral and Evangelistic Considerations

The perspectives offered in "The Other Side of Calvinism" influence how the
gospel is preached and applied in pastoral ministry. Emphasizing human free
will and universal atonement affects evangelistic strategies and the



assurance of salvation, impacting how ministers address doubt, assurance, and
spiritual growth among congregants.

Contribution to Theological Education

Laurence M. Vance’s thorough and scholarly treatment of Calvinism provides
valuable resources for theological education. His book is utilized in
seminary courses and personal study, equipping students and pastors with
tools to understand and articulate alternative views to Calvinism
effectively.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Other Side of
Calvinism' by Laurence M. Vance?

The main theme of 'The Other Side of Calvinism' is a critique of Calvinist
doctrine, particularly focusing on the theological and practical implications
of Calvinism from a non-Calvinist perspective.

Who is Laurence M. Vance, the author of 'The Other
Side of Calvinism'?

Laurence M. Vance is an author and theologian known for his writings on
Christian theology, particularly from a Reformed and Baptist perspective,
often engaging in debates about Calvinism and related doctrines.

Does 'The Other Side of Calvinism' support or oppose
Calvinist theology?

‘The Other Side of Calvinism' opposes Calvinist theology by presenting
arguments against key Calvinist doctrines such as predestination and limited
atonement.

What theological perspectives are presented in 'The
Other Side of Calvinism'?

The book presents Arminian and non-Calvinist theological perspectives,
emphasizing free will and conditional election as opposed to Calvinist
predestination.

Is 'The Other Side of Calvinism' suitable for



readers new to theological debates?

Yes, the book is accessible to readers new to theological debates, providing
clear explanations and critiques of Calvinist doctrines without assuming
extensive prior knowledge.

How does Laurence M. Vance address predestination in
'The Other Side of Calvinism'?

Vance challenges the Calvinist doctrine of unconditional predestination,
arguing for a view that upholds human free will and God's universal offer of
salvation.

What are some criticisms of Calvinism mentioned in
'The Other Side of Calvinism'?

Criticisms include the perceived harshness of predestination, the denial of
free will, and the implications these doctrines have on the nature of God's
justice and love.

Does 'The Other Side of Calvinism' reference
biblical scripture?

Yes, Laurence M. Vance uses extensive biblical scripture throughout the book
to support his arguments against Calvinist interpretations.

Can 'The Other Side of Calvinism' be used in
academic or church study groups?

Absolutely, the book is often used in academic settings and church study
groups as a resource for understanding and debating Calvinist theology.

Where can I purchase or read 'The Other Side of
Calvinism' by Laurence M. Vance?

'The Other Side of Calvinism' is available for purchase on major book
retailers like Amazon, and it may also be available in digital formats or
through theological libraries.

Additional Resources

1. The Other Side of Calvinism by Laurence M. Vance

This book offers a comprehensive critique of Calvinist doctrines,
particularly focusing on the five points of Calvinism. Vance presents
biblical arguments against predestination and limited atonement, advocating
for a more Arminian perspective. It serves as a detailed resource for readers



interested in understanding the theological debate surrounding Calvinism.

2. Chosen But Free: A Balanced View of Divine Election by Norman L. Geisler
Geisler explores the doctrine of election, presenting a middle ground between
Calvinist determinism and Arminian free will. The book aims to reconcile
God's sovereignty with human responsibility, providing scriptural insights
that challenge strict Calvinism. It is a thoughtful examination for those
seeking a nuanced understanding of divine election.

3. Grace in Eclipse: A Study on Free Will and Divine Sovereignty by Thomas R.
Schreiner

This work delves into the tension between God's sovereign grace and human
free will, often contested in Calvinist theology. Schreiner argues for a view
that upholds God's grace while affirming human choice. The book is useful for
readers who want to explore the complexities of salvation beyond Calvinist
predestination.

4. Debating Calvinism: Five Points, Two Views edited by Dave Hunt and James
White

This book presents a debate format between Calvinist and non-Calvinist
theologians on the five points of Calvinism. It provides clear arguments from
both perspectives, making it accessible for readers unfamiliar with
theological jargon. The dialogue format helps readers understand the
strengths and weaknesses of each position.

5. Free Grace Broadcaster by Bob Wilkin

Focused on the Free Grace perspective, this publication challenges Calvinist
teachings on perseverance and election. Wilkin emphasizes assurance of
salvation through faith alone, without the necessity of works or
perseverance. It is a valuable resource for those interested in an
alternative to Calvinist soteriology.

6. A Defense of Free Grace Theology by Zane C. Hodges

Hodges defends the Free Grace view against Calvinist interpretations of
scripture, particularly on the issues of eternal security and perseverance.
He argues that salvation is a free gift, not dependent on human effort or
predestined election. The book is a thorough theological discourse that
appeals to readers questioning Calvinist doctrines.

7. Evangelical Theology: A Biblical and Systematic Introduction by Michael F.
Bird

Bird provides a broad overview of evangelical theology, including critiques
of Calvinism and alternative views. The book discusses the historical
development and biblical basis of various doctrines, encouraging readers to
critically assess Calvinist claims. It serves as an educational tool for
those exploring different theological frameworks.

8. The Death of Death in the Death of Christ by John Owen (with critical
commentary)

While Owen is a staunch Calvinist, many modern theologians provide critical
commentaries on his work to expose the challenges of Calvinist doctrine. This



book, paired with such commentary, helps readers understand and critique the
doctrine of limited atonement. It is valuable for those studying Calvinism
from a critical perspective.

9. Why I Am Not a Calvinist by Jerry L. Walls

Walls recounts his journey away from Calvinism, offering clear reasons and
biblical explanations for his shift. He critiques key Calvinist doctrines
such as total depravity and unconditional election, advocating for a more
open view of salvation. The book is accessible and personal, making it
relatable for readers questioning Calvinism.
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