
the oxford companion to classical
literature

the oxford companion to classical literature stands as a definitive reference work that
offers an extensive exploration of the classical world’s literary heritage. This authoritative
volume provides comprehensive coverage of ancient Greek and Roman literature,
encompassing genres, authors, historical contexts, and critical interpretations. Designed for
scholars, students, and enthusiasts alike, it serves as an indispensable resource for
understanding classical texts and their enduring influence on Western culture. The Oxford
Companion to Classical Literature presents detailed entries on epic poetry, drama,
philosophy, historiography, and mythology, among other subjects. This article will delve
into the background and scope of the Companion, explore its key features and editorial
approach, analyze its significance in classical studies, and outline how it supports academic
research and education in the field.
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Overview and Historical Context

The Oxford Companion to Classical Literature was conceived as part of the renowned
Oxford Companions series, which aims to provide comprehensive and accessible reference
works on a wide range of subjects. First published in the early 20th century, the Companion
has undergone several revisions to incorporate new scholarship and evolving perspectives
on classical antiquity. Its historical context reflects the growing academic interest in
classical studies during the modern era, responding to the need for a reliable and thorough
guide to ancient literary works and their authors. By situating classical literature within its
cultural and historical framework, the Companion offers readers insight into the social,
political, and philosophical milieus that shaped these timeless texts.

Development and Editions

Since its initial publication, the Oxford Companion to Classical Literature has been updated
to reflect advances in classical scholarship. Each edition aims to balance authoritative



traditional knowledge with contemporary critical approaches, ensuring the work remains
relevant and informative. The editorial team has expanded its scope to include lesser-
known authors and newly discovered texts, enriching the depth and breadth of the
Companion’s content.

Target Audience

The Companion is tailored for a diverse audience, including academic researchers,
university students, educators, and general readers interested in classical literature. Its
clear, concise entries facilitate quick reference while offering substantial information for in-
depth study.

Content and Structure of the Oxford Companion

The structure of the Oxford Companion to Classical Literature is organized alphabetically,
enabling straightforward navigation through a vast array of entries. The content covers a
wide spectrum of topics related to classical literature, from major authors and literary works
to thematic concepts and historical periods.

Key Components

Major components of the Companion include:

Biographical Entries: Detailed profiles of classical authors such as Homer, Virgil,
Sophocles, and Ovid, outlining their life, works, and legacy.

Literary Genres: Explanations of genres like epic, tragedy, comedy, lyric poetry, and
historiography, with examples and critical perspectives.

Mythology and Themes: Discussions of mythological figures, motifs, and themes
prevalent in classical literature.

Historical Contexts: Background information on the social and political
environments influencing literary production.

Critical Approaches: Summaries of interpretive methods and scholarly debates
surrounding classical texts.



Illustrative Entries

Entries often include cross-references to related topics, facilitating a comprehensive
understanding of interconnected subjects. For example, an entry on the “Iliad” will
reference Homer, epic poetry, and Trojan War mythology, guiding readers through a
network of relevant information.

Editorial Approach and Contributors

The editorial methodology of the Oxford Companion to Classical Literature emphasizes
accuracy, clarity, and scholarly rigor. It is curated by experts in classical studies who ensure
that entries are both informative and accessible to a broad readership. The editorial team
collaborates with numerous specialists who contribute their expertise on specific topics,
enhancing the work’s authority and reliability.

Selection Criteria

Topics and entries are selected based on their significance to the study of classical
literature, their scholarly interest, and their relevance to ongoing research and education.
The Companion strives to present a balanced representation of canonical texts and
emerging areas of inquiry within the field.

Contributors’ Expertise

Contributors to the Companion include university professors, researchers, and classical
philologists who bring deep knowledge and critical insight to their entries. This
multidisciplinary approach enriches the content by integrating perspectives from literary
criticism, history, archaeology, and philosophy.

Significance in Classical Studies

The Oxford Companion to Classical Literature holds a central position in the field of classical
studies due to its comprehensive coverage and scholarly reliability. It functions as both a
reference tool and a gateway to deeper exploration of ancient texts and traditions. Its
significance extends beyond academia, influencing how classical literature is taught,
interpreted, and appreciated worldwide.



Influence on Scholarship

The Companion serves as a foundational resource for classical scholarship, often cited in
academic publications, dissertations, and research projects. Its detailed entries provide
essential background information and critical context that support rigorous analysis and
interpretation.

Role in Preservation and Dissemination

By compiling and organizing knowledge about classical literature, the Companion
contributes to the preservation and dissemination of ancient cultural heritage. It ensures
that classical texts remain accessible and relevant in contemporary literary and historical
discourse.

Applications in Research and Education

The Oxford Companion to Classical Literature is widely utilized in research and educational
settings, facilitating a thorough understanding of classical texts and their contexts. Its user-
friendly format and authoritative content make it an ideal tool for a variety of academic
purposes.

Use in Academic Research

Researchers rely on the Companion for accurate information on authors, textual variants,
and interpretive traditions. It aids in the identification of primary sources and secondary
literature, streamlining the research process.

Support for Teaching and Learning

Educators incorporate the Companion into curriculum planning and classroom instruction to
provide students with reliable references and contextual background. Students benefit from
its clear explanations and cross-referenced entries, which enhance comprehension and
critical thinking.

Benefits for General Readers

Beyond academia, general readers interested in classical literature find the Companion an
invaluable guide that enriches their reading experience by elucidating complex themes and



historical details.

Summary of Key Features

Comprehensive alphabetical arrangement for easy reference

Extensive coverage of authors, genres, and historical contexts

Contributions from leading experts in classical studies

Balanced blend of traditional scholarship and modern critical approaches

Cross-referenced entries facilitating interconnected learning

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Oxford Companion to Classical Literature'?
'The Oxford Companion to Classical Literature' is a comprehensive reference work that
provides detailed information on the literature, authors, and literary terms of ancient
Greece and Rome.

Who is the editor of 'The Oxford Companion to Classical
Literature'?
The editor of 'The Oxford Companion to Classical Literature' is M.C. Howatson.

When was 'The Oxford Companion to Classical
Literature' first published?
The first edition of 'The Oxford Companion to Classical Literature' was published in 1989.

What types of content are included in 'The Oxford
Companion to Classical Literature'?
The book includes entries on classical authors, literary works, genres, themes, historical
context, and key concepts related to ancient Greek and Roman literature.

Is 'The Oxford Companion to Classical Literature'



suitable for beginners?
Yes, it is suitable for both beginners and scholars as it provides clear, accessible
explanations along with scholarly detail.

How is 'The Oxford Companion to Classical Literature'
organized?
It is organized alphabetically by entries, making it easy to look up specific authors, works,
or literary terms.

Are there updated editions of 'The Oxford Companion to
Classical Literature'?
Yes, there have been revised editions to incorporate new scholarship and expand the
coverage of classical literature.

Where can I access 'The Oxford Companion to Classical
Literature'?
It is available in print from major bookstores and libraries, and also accessible online
through platforms that support Oxford reference materials.

Additional Resources
1. The Oxford Companion to English Literature
This comprehensive reference work offers detailed entries on English literature, including
biographies of authors, summaries of major works, and explanations of literary terms and
movements. It is an essential resource for students and scholars seeking to understand the
development and context of English literary traditions. The book covers periods from the
earliest writings to contemporary literature.

2. The Cambridge Companion to Greek and Roman Theatre
This volume provides insightful essays on the history, performance, and cultural
significance of ancient Greek and Roman theatre. It explores key playwrights such as
Sophocles, Euripides, and Plautus, and discusses how their works have influenced later
theatrical traditions. The book also examines the social and political contexts of classical
drama.

3. The Norton Anthology of World Literature
A widely used anthology that presents a broad array of literary works from different
cultures and historical periods, including significant texts from classical antiquity. It offers
readers access to primary texts alongside critical introductions and contextual materials.
This anthology is invaluable for understanding the global scope of literary heritage.

4. The Routledge Handbook of Classical Mythology
This handbook offers a thorough and accessible guide to the myths of ancient Greece and



Rome, exploring their narratives, themes, and cultural impact. It includes entries on major
gods, heroes, and mythological creatures, as well as discussions on the interpretation and
reception of classical myths throughout history. The book serves as an excellent resource
for students of literature and mythology.

5. The Cambridge Companion to Homer
Focused on the epic poems attributed to Homer, this companion provides scholarly essays
on the Iliad and the Odyssey. Topics include the historical context, oral tradition, narrative
techniques, and the influence of Homeric epics on Western literature. It is an essential
guide for anyone studying classical epic poetry.

6. The Oxford History of Classical Reception in English Literature
This multi-volume series traces the influence of classical literature on English writing from
the Renaissance to the present day. It examines how classical themes, styles, and ideas
have been adapted and reinterpreted by English authors. The work is crucial for
understanding the enduring legacy of classical texts in English literary culture.

7. The Blackwell Companion to Classical Drama
This companion covers the major genres and playwrights of ancient Greek and Roman
drama, providing critical analysis and historical context. It includes discussions on tragedy,
comedy, and satyr plays, along with insights into their societal roles and performance
practices. The volume is a valuable tool for both students and scholars of classical
literature.

8. The Cambridge Companion to Virgil
Dedicated to the works of the Roman poet Virgil, this companion explores his major poems,
including the Aeneid, the Georgics, and the Eclogues. Essays address Virgil’s literary
techniques, themes, and his impact on later literature and culture. This book is essential for
understanding one of Rome’s most important literary figures.

9. The Oxford Classical Dictionary
An authoritative reference work covering all aspects of the ancient world, including
literature, history, art, and archaeology. It provides concise and reliable entries on classical
authors, works, and literary terms, making it an indispensable tool for anyone studying
classical literature. The dictionary is regularly updated to reflect the latest scholarship.

The Oxford Companion To Classical Literature

The Oxford Companion To Classical Literature

Related Articles
the last of the mohicans james fenimore cooper
the new of knowledge encyclopedia
the origins of english words joseph twadell shipley

Back to Home

https://www.iknow.study/archive-ga-23-60/the-oxford-companion-to-classical-literature.pdf
https://www.iknow.study/archive-ga-23-60/the-last-of-the-mohicans-james-fenimore-cooper.pdf
https://www.iknow.study/archive-ga-23-60/the-new-of-knowledge-encyclopedia.pdf
https://www.iknow.study/archive-ga-23-60/the-origins-of-english-words-joseph-twadell-shipley.pdf
https://www.iknow.study

