the oxford companion to military history

the oxford companion to military history stands as a definitive reference work that offers an extensive
overview of the global military past. This comprehensive volume covers a wide range of topics, from
ancient warfare and strategic doctrines to modern conflicts and technological advancements. Designed for
scholars, students, and military enthusiasts alike, the companion provides detailed entries on significant
battles, influential commanders, military institutions, and evolving tactics throughout history. By
incorporating diverse perspectives and interdisciplinary approaches, it illuminates the complexities of
warfare and its impact on societies worldwide. This article explores the scope, structure, and significance of
the oxford companion to military history, highlighting its role as an essential resource for understanding
the multifaceted nature of military history. The following sections will delve into its content organization,

key themes, editorial approach, and practical applications.
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Content Structure and Thematic Coverage

Editorial Approach and Scholarly Contributions

Importance in Military Studies and Research
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Overview and Purpose of the Oxford Companion to Military
History

The oxford companion to military history serves as a comprehensive encyclopedia dedicated to the study of
warfare and military affairs from antiquity to the present. Its primary purpose is to provide readers with an
authoritative and accessible resource that consolidates vast amounts of information about military history in
a single volume. This companion is aimed at facilitating research, education, and general knowledge by
offering concise yet detailed entries that cover a broad spectrum of military topics. It emphasizes not only
the chronological events of warfare but also the socio-political, technological, and cultural factors that shape
military developments. As an essential reference, it bridges the gap between specialized academic research

and the interests of a wider audience.



Historical Scope

The companion spans the entirety of recorded military history, addressing conflicts and military practices
from ancient civilizations such as Mesopotamia and Egypt through classical antiquity, the medieval period,
early modern warfare, and into contemporary times. It highlights key wars and battles, the evolution of
military technology, strategic doctrines, and the roles played by various nations and cultures. This broad
historical coverage ensures that readers gain a holistic understanding of how warfare has changed and

influenced global history over millennia.

Target Audience

The oxford companion to military history is crafted for a diverse readership that includes historians,
military professionals, students, and general readers interested in military affairs. Its clear language and
structured format make complex military concepts accessible without sacrificing scholarly rigor. The
companion also serves as a valuable tool for educators and researchers seeking reliable and comprehensive

information on a wide range of military history topics.

Content Structure and Thematic Coverage

The structure of the oxford companion to military history is designed to facilitate easy navigation and
comprehensive coverage. Entries are typically organized alphabetically, allowing users to quickly locate
information about specific topics, people, events, or concepts. The content is divided into thematic categories
that encompass strategic theory, military technology, biographies of notable figures, and analyses of major

conflicts.

Key Thematic Areas

The companion extensively covers several core themes within military history, including:

Battlefields and Campaigns: Detailed descriptions of significant battles and military campaigns across

different periods and regions.

Military Strategy and Tactics: Exploration of strategic principles, operational art, and tactical

innovations that have shaped the conduct of war.

¢ Weapons and Technology: Examination of the development and impact of military technology from

ancient weaponry to modern armaments.

Military Institutions and Organizations: Insights into the structure, roles, and evolution of armies,

navies, air forces, and other armed forces.



¢ Notable Commanders and Leaders: Biographies and analyses of influential military leaders and their

contributions to warfare.

¢ Societal and Cultural Aspects: Consideration of how warfare has affected societies, economies, and

cultures, including the role of ideology and propaganda.

Ilustrative Entries

Each entry within the companion is crafted to provide a concise yet informative overview, often including
historical context, significance, and cross-references to related topics. For example, an entry on "Blitzkrieg"
explains its origins, tactical principles, and effectiveness during World War II, while a biography of a figure

like Napoleon Bonaparte outlines his military reforms and campaigns.

Editorial Approach and Scholarly Contributions

The editorial approach of the oxford companion to military history emphasizes accuracy,
comprehensiveness, and neutrality. It incorporates contributions from a diverse group of military historians,
scholars, and subject experts who bring specialized knowledge to the entries. This collaborative framework

ensures that the information is both reliable and reflective of current academic standards.

Peer-Reviewed Scholarship

Entries undergo rigorous editorial review to maintain high scholarly standards. The companion
incorporates the latest research findings, historiographical debates, and interpretations within the field of

military history. This peer-reviewed process enhances the credibility and academic value of the work.

Balanced Perspectives

The oxford companion to military history aims to present balanced viewpoints, acknowledging the
complexities and controversies inherent in military history. It avoids glorification or simplification of
warfare, instead highlighting both achievements and consequences. This balanced approach contributes to a

more nuanced understanding of military phenomena.

Importance in Military Studies and Research

The oxford companion to military history holds significant importance as a foundational resource in military



studies. It supports academic research, curriculum development, and informed public discourse by

providing a well-organized and authoritative repository of military knowledge.

Academic Utility

Researchers and students utilize the companion for background information, literature reviews, and as a
starting point for deeper investigation into specialized topics. Its comprehensive coverage and bibliographic

references guide further exploration of military history themes.

Supporting Military Education

The companion is frequently employed in military academies and educational institutions as a reference
tool to complement coursework in strategy, military science, and history. Its accessible format aids in

developing a solid foundation of knowledge for future military leaders and analysts.

Practical Uses and Accessibility

The practical applications of the oxford companion to military history extend beyond academic circles. Its
availability in print and digital formats increases accessibility for a wide audience, enhancing public

understanding of military history and its contemporary relevance.

Reference for Policy and Strategy

Military professionals and policymakers may consult the companion to gain historical insights that inform
strategic decision-making and defense planning. Understanding historical precedents and lessons learned is

crucial in shaping effective military policies.

Educational and Public Engagement

The companion also serves as an educational resource for museums, libraries, and history enthusiasts
interested in exploring the complexities of warfare. Its clear and comprehensive entries foster greater

awareness of the multifaceted nature of military history.

Summary of Benefits

e Comprehensive coverage of global military history



¢ Authoritative and peer-reviewed content
o Accessible to both scholars and general readers
o Useful for academic, professional, and public purposes

¢ Supports informed understanding of warfare and its impact

Frequently Asked Questions

What is "The Oxford Companion to Military History'?

It is a comprehensive reference book that covers key events, figures, concepts, and terminology related to

military history throughout the world.

Who edited 'The Oxford Companion to Military History'?

It was edited by Richard Holmes, a renowned military historian and author.

When was 'The Oxford Companion to Military History' first published?

The first edition was published in 2001.

What topics are covered in 'The Oxford Companion to Military History'?

The book covers a wide range of topics including battles, wars, military leaders, weapons, strategies, and

the social and political aspects of warfare.

Is 'The Oxford Companion to Military History' suitable for beginners?

Yes, it is designed to be accessible to both general readers and scholars, providing clear and concise entries

on military history.

Does "'The Oxford Companion to Military History' include global
perspectives?

Yes, it includes entries on military history from various cultures and regions around the world.



How is 'The Oxford Companion to Military History' organized?

It is organized alphabetically by topic for easy reference, similar to an encyclopedia.

Are there updated editions of "The Oxford Companion to Military
History'?

Yes, updated editions have been released to include recent developments and scholarship in military

history.

Additional Resources

1. The Cambridge History of Warfare
This comprehensive volume explores the evolution of warfare from ancient times to the modern era. It
covers various military strategies, technologies, and key battles across different cultures and continents. The

book is an essential resource for understanding how warfare has shaped human history and civilization.

2. A History of Warfare by John Keegan

John Keegan’s influential work offers a detailed analysis of warfare from prehistoric times to the late 20th
century. The book examines the causes, nature, and consequences of war, highlighting the experiences of
soldiers and the impact of military innovations. It is widely regarded for its clear narrative and insightful

perspectives on military history.

3. The Military History of the Western World

This multi-volume series provides an extensive overview of Western military history, spanning from
ancient Greece and Rome through the World Wars. It emphasizes the development of tactics, leadership,
and technology in Western armies. The series is a valuable reference for scholars and enthusiasts interested

in the military traditions of Europe and the Americas.

4. War in Human Civilization by Azar Gat

Azar Gat’s book delves into the role of war throughout human history, combining anthropology, sociology,
and military studies. It investigates why war has been a persistent feature of societies and how it has
influenced cultural and political development. The work offers a broad and interdisciplinary approach to

understanding warfare.

5. The Oxtord lllustrated History of Modern Warfare

This illustrated volume covers the evolution of warfare from the 18th century to the present day,
highlighting major conflicts and technological advancements. Richly supported with maps, photographs,
and diagrams, it offers an accessible yet detailed account of modern military history. The book is designed

for both general readers and military historians.

6. Strategy in the Contemporary World by John Baylis, James J. Wirtz, and Colin S. Gray



Focusing on modern strategic thought, this book examines the principles and practices of military strategy
in the context of contemporary global conflicts. It addresses nuclear deterrence, asymmetric warfare, and
the changing nature of power in the 21st century. The text is essential for understanding how strategic

considerations shape military and political decisions today.

7. The Art of War in the Western World by Archer Jones

This book chronicles the development of Western military theory and practice from ancient times through
the Cold War. Archer Jones analyzes key battles and campaigns to illustrate the evolving art of war,
including the impact of technology and leadership. It serves as a foundational text for students of military

history and strategy.

8. Military Revolutions and the Rise of the West

This title explores the concept of military revolutions—significant changes in military tactics and
technology—and their role in the ascendancy of Western powers. It examines periods such as the
introduction of gunpowder, the Napoleonic Wars, and industrial warfare. The book provides insight into

how military innovation has driven political and social transformations.

9. Warfare and Society in Europe edited by M.S. Anderson

This collection of essays investigates the complex relationship between warfare and European societies
from the medieval period to the 20th century. Contributors analyze how war influenced social structures,
economies, and political institutions. It is an important resource for understanding the broader cultural

impact of military conflict in Europe.
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