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THE OXFORD COMPANION TO THE BIBLE BRUCE M METZGER IS AN ESSENTIAL SCHOLARLY RESOURCE THAT OFFERS COMPREHENSIVE
INSIGHTS INTO THE BIBLE, ITS HISTORY, INTERPRETATION, AND CULTURAL IMPACT. THIS AUTHORITATIVE REFERENCE WORK IS
CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH BRUCE M. METZGER, A PREEMINENT BIBLICAL SCHOLAR KNOWN FOR HIS EXPERTISE IN NEW
TESTAMENT TEXTUAL CRITICISM AND TRANSLATION. THE OxFORD COMPANION TO THE BIBLE SERVES AS A VALUABLE TOOL
FOR STUDENTS, CLERGY, HISTORIANS, AND ANYONE INTERESTED IN BIBLICAL STUDIES, PROVIDING DETAILED ENTRIES ON A \WIDE
RANGE OF TOPICS RELATED TO THE SCRIPTURES. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE BACKGROUND OF THE COMPANION, Bruce M.
METZGER’S INFLUENTIAL ROLE, ITS KEY FEATURES, AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE IN BIBLICAL SCHOLARSHIP. READERS WILL GAIN A
THOROUGH UNDERSTANDING OF HOW THIS COMPANION CONTRIBUTES TO THE STUDY AND APPRECIATION OF THE BIBLE. THE
FOLLOWING SECTIONS WILL GUIDE YOU THROUGH THE MAIN ASPECTS OF THIS IMPORTANT W ORK.

BACKGROUND AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE OxXFORD COMPANION TO THE BIBLE

BruUCE M. MeTzGER: His LiIFE AND CONTRIBUTIONS

o CONTENT AND STRUCTURE oF THE COMPANION

® SIGNIFICANCE AND IMPACT IN BIBLICAL STUDIES

UsING THE OxrForb COMPANION TO THE BIBLE EFFECTIVELY

BACKGROUND AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE OXFORD COMPANION TO THE BIBLE

THe OxForD COMPANION TO THE BIBLE IS A DISTINGUISHED REFERENCE BOOK PUBLISHED BY OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS,
DESIGNED TO PROVIDE READERS WITH AN EXPANSIVE OVERVIEW OF BIBLICAL TOPICS. |TS DEVELOPMENT INVOLVED
COLLABORATION AMONG NUMEROUS LEADING SCHOLARS IN BIBLICAL STUDIES, THEOLOGY, ARCHAEOLOGY, AND HISTORY. THE
COMPANION WAS CREATED TO SERVE AS A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE THAT ADDRESSES THE DIVERSE ASPECTS OF THE BIBLE,
INCLUDING ITS ORIGINS, TEXTS, TRANSLATIONS, INTERPRETATIONS, AND HISTORICAL CONTEXTS. THE WORK REFLECTS DECADES
OF SCHOLARLY RESEARCH AND ADVANCES IN THE UNDERSTANDING OF BIBLICAL LITERATURE AND ITS INFLUENCE ON CULTURE AND
RELIGION. BY CONSOLIDATING A VAST ARRAY OF INFORMATION INTO ONE ACCESSIBLE VOLUME, THE COMPANION AIMS TO
SUPPORT BOTH ACADEMIC INQUIRY AND GENERAL KNOWLEDGE ABOUT THE BIBLE.

BrUCE M. MeTzGEeR: His LiFE AND CONTRIBUTIONS

Bruce M. MeTzGer (1914-2007) WAS A HIGHLY RESPECTED BIBLICAL SCHOLAR WHOSE WORK HAS HAD A PROFOUND IMPACT
ON MODERN BIBLICAL STUDIES. RENOWNED FOR HIS EXPERTISE IN NEW TESTAMENT TEXTUAL CRITICISM, METZGER PLAYED A KEY
ROLE IN THE REVISION OF THE BIBLE’S GREEK TEXT AND CONTRIBUTED TO SEVERAL MAJOR BIBLE TRANSLATIONS. His
SCHOLARSHIP EMPHASIZED THE IMPORTANCE OF UNDERSTANDING THE HISTORICAL TRANSMISSION OF BIBLICAL MANUSCRIPTS AND
THE NUANCES INVOLVED IN TRANSLATING ANCIENT TEXTS. METZGER ALSO SERVED AS A PROFESSOR AT PRINCETON
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, WHERE HE INFLUENCED GENERATIONS OF STUDENTS. His ASSOCIATION WITH THE OXFORD COMPANION
TO THE BIBLE HIGHLIGHTS THE ACADEMIC RIGOR AND DEPTH THAT CHARACTERIZE THE VOLUME.

MEeTzGER’s RoLE IN BisLICAL TEXTUAL CRITICISM

METZGER’S PIONEERING WORK IN TEXTUAL CRITICISM INVOLVED METICULOUS EXAMINATION OF BIBLICAL MANUSCRIPTS TO
DETERMINE THE MOST RELIABLE VERSIONS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT TEXTS. HIS RESEARCH HELPED CLARIFY DISCREPANCIES AMONG
ANCIENT DOCUMENTS AND INFORMED CRITICAL EDITIONS OF THE GREEK NEW TESTAMENT USED WORLDWIDE. HIS AUTHORITATIVE
INSIGHTS UNDERPIN MUCH OF THE COMPANION’S TREATMENT OF BIBLICAL TEXTS AND MANUSCRIPT TRADITIONS, ENSURING
SCHOLARLY ACCURACY AND RELEVANCE.



INFLUENCE ON BIBLICAL TRANSLATIONS

BEYOND TEXTUAL CRITICISM, METZGER CONTRIBUTED SIGNIFICANTLY TO THE TRANSLATION OF THE BIBLE INTO CONTEMPORARY
LANGUAGES. HE PARTICIPATED IN PROJECTS SUCH AS THE REVISED STANDARD VERSION (RSV) AND THE NEw REVISED
STANDARD VERSION (NRSV), WHICH ARE WIDELY USED IN ACADEMIC AND RELIGIOUS SETTINGS. THIS EXPERIENCE ENRICHED THE
COMPANION’S COVERAGE OF VARIOUS BIBLE VERSIONS AND THE CHALLENGES INHERENT IN CONVEYING ANCIENT MEANINGS TO
MODERN READERS.

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE OF THE COMPANION

THeE OxForD COMPANION TO THE BIBLE CONTAINS AN EXTENSIVE COLLECTION OF ENTRIES THAT COVER A BROAD SPECTRUM OF
BIBLICAL TOPICS. IT IS ORGANIZED ALPHABETICALLY, MAKING IT EASY FOR READERS TO LOCATE INFORMATION ON SPECIFIC
SUBJECTS, FIGURES, OR CONCEPTS. THE CONTENT RANGES FROM DETAILED DISCUSSIONS OF BIBLICAL BOOKS AND CHARACTERS
TO EXPLANATIONS OF THEOLOGICAL TERMS, ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISCOVERIES, AND HISTORICAL CONTEXTS. THE COMPANION
ALSO ADDRESSES THE INFLUENCE OF THE BIBLE ON LITERATURE, ART, AND CULTURE, HIGHLIGHTING ITS ENDURING SIGNIFICANCE
ACROSS DIFFERENT FIELDS.

Key FEATURES AND T YPES OF ENTRIES

THE COMPANION’S ENTRIES VARY IN LENGTH AND COMPLEXITY, CATERING TO A DIVERSE AUDIENCE. SOME OF THE KEY FEATURES
INCLUDE!:

o COMPREHENSIVE SUMMARIES OF BIBLICAL BOOKS AND THEIR THEMES
® BIOGRAPHICAL PROFILES OF MAJOR BIBLICAL FIGURES AND SCHOLARS
® EXPLANATIONS OF HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL BACKGROUNDS RELEVANT TO BIBLICAL TEXTS

® |NSIGHTS INTO MANUSCRIPT TRADITIONS AND TEXTUAL CRITICISM

DESCRIPTIONS OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDINGS THAT ILLUMINATE BIBLICAL HISTORY

DISCUSSIONS OF THEOLOGICAL CONCEPTS AND INTERPRETIVE APPROACHES

EbITORIAL APPROACH AND SCHOLARLY RIGOR

THE EDITORIAL TEAM ENSURED THAT THE COMPANION MAINTAINS HIGH ACADEMIC STANDARDS, WITH CONTRIBUTIONS FROM
RECOGNIZED EXPERTS IN VARIOUS DISCIPLINES. ENTRIES ARE SUPPORTED BY EXTENSIVE BIBLIOGRAPHIES, ENABLING READERS TO
PURSUE FURTHER STUDY. THE TONE IS AUTHORITATIVE YET ACCESSIBLE, STRIKING A BALANCE BETWEEN SCHOLARLY DEPTH AND
READABILITY. THIS APPROACH MAKES THE COMPANION A TRUSTED RESOURCE FOR BOTH SPECIALISTS AND LAY READERS
INTERESTED IN BIBLICAL KNOWLEDGE.

SIGNIFICANCE AND IMPACT IN BIBLICAL STUDIES

THe OxrForp COMPANION TO THE BIBLE, WITH BRUCE M. METZGER’S INFLUENTIAL INVOLVEMENT, HAS BECOME A CORNERSTONE
REFERENCE IN BIBLICAL SCHOLARSHIP. TS COMPREHENSIVE AND BALANCED TREATMENT OF BIBLICAL TOPICS SUPPORTS RIGOROUS
ACADEMIC RESEARCH AND ENRICHES THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION. THE COMPANION HAS HELPED STANDARDIZE KNOWLEDGE ABOUT
THE BIBLE AND ITS CONTEXTS, FACILITATING CROSS-DISCIPLINARY DIALOGUE AMONG SCHOLARS OF RELIGION, HISTORY,
LITERATURE, AND ARCHAEOLOGY.



CONTRIBUTION TO ACADEMIC RESEARCH

BY PROVIDING RELIABLE AND CONCISE ENTRIES, THE COMPANION AIDS RESEARCHERS IN QUICKLY ACCESSING ESSENTIAL
INFORMATION. |T IS FREQUENTLY CITED IN SCHOLARLY WORKS AND USED AS A FOUNDATIONAL TEXT IN UNIVERSITY COURSES
RELATED TO BIBLICAL STUDIES. | TS DETAILED COVERAGE OF MANUSCRIPT TRADITIONS AND TEXTUAL CRITICISM, AREAS \WHERE
METZGER’S EXPERTISE IS PROMINENTLY REFLECTED, HAS ELEVATED THE QUALITY OF BIBLICAL RESEARCH \WORLDW!IDE.

ENHANCING PuBLIC |UUNDERSTANDING OF THE BIBLE

Beyonp ACADEMIA, THE COMPANION SERVES AS AN EDUCATIONAL TOOL FOR CLERGY, EDUCATORS, AND INTERESTED
LAYPERSONS. |T DEMYSTIFIES COMPLEX BIBLICAL SCHOLARSHIP AND PRESENTS IT IN AN ORGANIZED, APPROACHABLE MANNER. THis
ACCESSIBILITY HAS BROADENED PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT WITH THE BIBLE’S HISTORICAL, LITERARY, AND CULTURAL DIMENSIONS.

UsING THE OxFOrRD COMPANION TO THE BIBLE EFFECTIVELY

To MAXIMIZE THE BENEFITS OF THE OXFORD COMPANION TO THE BIBLEI USERS SHOULD APPROACH IT AS BOTH A REFERENCE
GUIDE AND A STARTING POINT FOR DEEPER STUDY. |TS ALPHABETIZED STRUCTURE FACILITATES TARGETED RESEARCH ON
PARTICULAR TOPICS OR FIGURES. ADDITIONALLY, THE BIBLIOGRAPHIES ACCOMPANYING ENTRIES PROVIDE PATHWAYS TO MORE
SPECIALIZED LITERATURE AND PRIMARY SOURCES.

RESEARCH STRATEGIES

W/ HEN ENGAGING WITH THE COMPANION, CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING APPROACHES:

1. IDENTIFY KEY TERMS OR BIBLICAL NAMES RELEVANT TO YOUR AREA OF INTEREST.
2. CONSULT RELATED ENTRIES TO GAIN MULTIDIMENSIONAL PERSPECTIVES ON A TOPIC.
3. USE BIBLIOGRAPHIES TO EXPLORE ADVANCED ACADEMIC WORKS AND ORIGINAL TEXTS.

4. CROSS-REFERENCE INFORMATION WITH OTHER SCHOLARLY RESOURCES FOR COMPREHENSIVE UNDERSTANDING.

APPLICATIONS IN EDUCATION AND MINISTRY

THE COMPANION IS A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR PREPARING SERMONS, LECTURES, AND ACADEMIC PAPERS. |TS CONCISE YET
THOROUGH ENTRIES HELP CLARIFY COMPLEX BIBLICAL ISSUES AND PROVIDE HISTORICAL CONTEXT THAT ENRICHES TEACHING AND
PREACHING. |T ALSO SUPPORTS INTERFAITH DIALOGUE BY PRESENTING BALANCED AND WELL-RESEARCHED INFORMATION ABOUT
BIBLICAL TRADITIONS.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS ‘THE OxForD COMPANION TO THE BigLE' BY BRUCE M. METZGERP

[T IS A COMPREHENSIVE REFERENCE BOOK EDITED BY BRUCE M. METZGER THAT PROVIDES DETAILED INFORMATION ON THE HISTORY,
LITERATURE, AND CULTURAL IMPACT OF THE BiBLE.



\WHo WAS BRUCE M. METZGER, THE EDITOR OF ' THE OXFORD COMPANION TO THE
BiBLE'?

BRUCE M. METZGER WAS A RENOWNED BIBLICAL SCHOLAR AND TEXTUAL CRITIC, KNOWN FOR HIS SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS
To NEw TESTAMENT STUDIES AND BIBLICAL TRANSLATIONS.

WHEN WAS ‘THE OxForD COMPANION TO THE BIBLE' BY BRUCE M. METZGER FIRST
PUBLISHED?

THE BOOK WAS FIRST PUBLISHED IN 199 3.

\WHAT KIND OF TOPICS ARE COVERED IN ' THE OXFORD COMPANION TO THE BIBLE'?

THE BOOK COVERS A WIDE RANGE OF TOPICS INCLUDING BIBLICAL HISTORY, ARCHAEOLOGY, THEOLOGY, BIBLICAL LANGUAGES,
INTERPRETATION, AND THE BIBLE'S INFLUENCE ON CULTURE AND SOCIETY.

Is “THe OxForD COMPANION TO THE BIBLE’ SUITABLE FOR BEGINNERS OR ONLY FOR
SCHOLARS?

THE BOOK IS DESIGNED TO BE ACCESSIBLE TO BOTH GENERAL READERS AND SCHOLARS, PROVIDING CLEAR EXPLANATIONS AND A
\WEALTH OF DETAILED INFORMATION.

How poes ‘THE OxForD COMPANION TO THE BIBLE' CONTRIBUTE TO BIBLICAL
STUDIES?

|T OFFERS AUTHORITATIVE ARTICLES BY VARIOUS EXPERTS, MAKING IT A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR UNDERSTANDING THE
COMPLEXITIES AND CONTEXTS OF THE BIBLE.

ARE THERE UPDATED EDITIONS OF ' THE OxForRD COMPANION TO THE BIBLE' AFTER
BRUCE M. METZGER'S ORIGINAL WORK?

YES, THERE HAVE BEEN REVISED EDITIONS AND UPDATED VERSIONS TO INCLUDE ONGOING SCHOLARSHIP AND DISCOVERIES
RELATED TO BIBLICAL STUDIES.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. THe OxrForD DIcTIONARY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH

THIS COMPREHENSIVE REFERENCE WORK OFFERS DETAILED ENTRIES ON THE HISTORY, THEOLOGY, AND PRACTICE OF CHRISTIANITY.
EbiTep BY F. L. Cross AND E. A. LIVINGSTONE, IT COVERS KEY FIGURES, EVENTS, AND CONCEPTS FROM THE EARLY CHURCH TO
MODERN TIMES. |T IS AN ESSENTIAL COMPANION FOR UNDERSTANDING THE BROADER CONTEXT IN WHICH THE BIBLE HAS BEEN
INTERPRETED AND USED.

2. THE New OXFORD ANNOTATED BIBLE WITH THE APOCRYPHA

EpiTep BY MICHAEL D. COOGAN, THIS WIDELY RESPECTED STUDY BIBLE PROVIDES EXTENSIVE ANNOTATIONS, INTRODUCTIONS,
AND ESSAYS WRITTEN BY LEADING BIBLICAL SCHOLARS. |T INCLUDES THE BIBLICAL TEXTS ALONGSIDE CRITICAL COMMENTARY
AND HISTORICAL CONTEXT, MAKING IT INVALUABLE FOR BOTH STUDENTS AND SCHOLARS OF THE BIBLE.

3. THE CAMBRIDGE COMPANION TO THE BIBLE

EbiTep BY BrRUCE CHILTON AND HOowARD CLARK KEE, THIS VOLUME OFFERS A VARIETY OF SCHOLARLY ESSAYS ON THE BIBLE’S
HISTORY, LITERARY FORMS, AND CULTURAL IMPACT. |T EXPLORES BOTH THE HEBREW BIBLE AND THE NEW TESTAMENT,
PROVIDING READERS WITH A BROAD UNDERSTANDING OF BIBLICAL SCHOLARSHIP AND INTERPRETATION.

4. THE ANCHOR YALE BIBLE DICTIONARY



A MULTI-VOLUME WORK EDITED BY DAVID NOEL FREEDMAN, THIS DICTIONARY PROVIDES IN-DEPTH ARTICLES ON BIBLICAL TERMS,
PEOPLE, PLACES, AND THEMES. [T CoMBINES HISTORICAL, ARCHAEOLOGICAL, AND THEOLOGICAL INSIGHTS, MAKING IT A CRUCIAL
RESOURCE FOR SERIOUS BIBLICAL STUDY AND RESEARCH.

5. THE JewisH STupY BiBLE

EpiTeD BY ADELE BERLIN AND MARC ZVI BRETTLER, THIS BIBLE PRESENTS THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES WITH EXTENSIVE
COMMENTARY FROM A JEWISH PERSPECTIVE. |T OFFERS INSIGHTS INTO JEWISH HISTORY, THEOLOGY, AND EXEGESIS,
COMPLEMENTING WORKS LIKE METZGER’S BY PROVIDING A BROADER RELIGIOUS-CULTURAL CONTEXT.

6. INTRODUCING THE New TESTAMENT: A HISTORICAL, LITERARY, AND THEOLOGICAL SURVEY

WRITTEN BY MARK ALLAN POWELL, THIS BOOK PROVIDES AN ACCESSIBLE YET SCHOLARLY INTRODUCTION TO THE NEW
TESTAMENT TEXTS. [T EXAMINES THEIR HISTORICAL BACKGROUND, LITERARY CHARACTERISTICS, AND THEOLOGICAL THEMES,
HELPING READERS UNDERSTAND THE DEVELOPMENT AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURES.

7. THE OXFoRD HANDBOOK OF BIBLICAL STUDIES

EbiTep BY J. W. ROGERSON AND JUDITH M. LIEU, THIS HANDBOOK GATHERS ESSAYS FROM LEADING SCHOLARS ON A \WIDE RANGE
OF TOPICS IN BIBLICAL STUDIES. |T COVERS METHODOLOGIES, HISTORICAL CONTEXTS, AND INTERPRETATIVE APPROACHES,
OFFERING A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW FOR ADVANCED STUDENTS AND RESEARCHERS.

8. THE BiBLE: A BIOGRAPHY

BY KAREN ARMSTRONG, THIS BOOK TRACES THE HISTORY AND INFLUENCE OF THE BIBLE FROM ITS ORIGINS TO THE PRESENT DAY.
ARMSTRONG EXPLORES HOW THE BIBLE HAS BEEN INTERPRETED AND USED ACROSS DIFFERENT CULTURES AND RELIGIOUS
TRADITIONS, SHEDDING LIGHT ON ITS ENDURING SIGNIFICANCE.

Q. THE HisTorICAL _JESUS: A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE

EpiTep BY GERD THEISSEN AND ANNETTE MERZ, THIS GUIDE COMPILES CRITICAL SCHOLARSHIP ON THE LIFE AND TIMES OF JESUS
OF NAZARETH. IT EXAMINES HISTORICAL SOURCES, ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDINGS, AND THEOLOGICAL INTERPRETATIONS, PROVIDING
A SCHOLARLY FOUNDATION FOR UNDERSTANDING THE NEW TESTAMENT’S CENTRAL FIGURE.
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