
the oxford dictionary of english grammar

the oxford dictionary of english grammar stands as an essential resource for linguists,
educators, students, and language enthusiasts seeking a comprehensive understanding of English
grammar. This authoritative reference offers detailed explanations of grammatical terms, concepts,
and structures, making it invaluable for both academic study and everyday language use. Covering
everything from basic syntax to advanced grammatical phenomena, the Oxford Dictionary of English
Grammar provides clarity and precision in the often complex field of English grammar. It is
meticulously compiled by experts, ensuring accuracy and up-to-date content that reflects
contemporary usage. This article explores the features, content, and significance of the Oxford
Dictionary of English Grammar, highlighting its role in language education and research. Readers
will gain insight into its structure, unique attributes, and practical applications, followed by a
detailed overview of its key sections.
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Overview of the Oxford Dictionary of English Grammar
The Oxford Dictionary of English Grammar is a specialized reference work dedicated to the study
and explanation of English grammatical terms and concepts. Published by Oxford University Press, it
reflects decades of linguistic research and scholarship. Unlike traditional dictionaries that focus
primarily on word meanings, this dictionary centers on grammatical terminology and usage,
providing clear definitions and examples. It serves as a bridge between theoretical linguistics and
practical language usage, catering to a diverse audience from beginners to advanced learners. The
dictionary encompasses entries on syntax, morphology, phonology as it relates to grammar, and
other linguistic subfields relevant to English grammar.

Historical Development and Editions
The dictionary has evolved through multiple editions, each updating content to accommodate
changes in English usage and linguistic theory. Early editions focused predominantly on prescriptive
grammar rules, but modern versions adopt a descriptive approach, reflecting real-world language
use. This transition underscores the dictionary’s commitment to presenting English grammar as a
living, dynamic system rather than a fixed set of rules. The editors continually incorporate feedback
from language users and educators to refine definitions and enhance clarity.



Target Audience
The Oxford Dictionary of English Grammar targets a wide demographic, including:

Students at secondary and tertiary education levels

Language teachers and instructors

Linguists and language researchers

Writers, editors, and translators

Anyone interested in deepening their understanding of English grammar

This broad appeal ensures that the dictionary remains a versatile tool across different fields and
contexts.

Key Features and Content
The dictionary is characterized by its comprehensive coverage and user-friendly format, enabling
quick access to complex grammatical information. It includes thousands of entries, each carefully
defined and explained with examples drawn from authentic English usage. The dictionary’s entries
cover terminology related to parts of speech, grammatical functions, sentence structure, verb forms,
and more.

Detailed Definitions and Explanations
Each entry in the Oxford Dictionary of English Grammar is crafted to provide precise, concise
definitions accompanied by illustrative examples. These examples demonstrate how grammatical
terms function in context, which is crucial for comprehension. The dictionary also explains variations
in usage, regional differences, and common errors, making it a practical guide as well as an
academic resource.

Cross-Referencing and Thematic Organization
The dictionary employs extensive cross-referencing to guide users through related grammatical
concepts, facilitating a deeper understanding of interconnected topics. While primarily organized
alphabetically, thematic sections and appendices offer focused discussions on particular areas such
as verb tenses, clauses, and sentence construction. These features enhance navigability and support
targeted learning.

Inclusion of Contemporary Linguistic Concepts
The Oxford Dictionary of English Grammar integrates modern linguistic terminology and
frameworks, including generative grammar, functional grammar, and corpus linguistics



perspectives. This inclusion ensures that users are acquainted with current academic discourse and
trends in language study. The dictionary also addresses emerging grammatical phenomena
influenced by digital communication and globalization.

Usage in Academic and Educational Contexts
The Oxford Dictionary of English Grammar is widely adopted in academic settings as a reliable
reference for grammar instruction and research. Its authoritative nature makes it a primary source
for clarifying grammatical points and resolving ambiguities encountered in language study.

Role in Language Teaching
Educators utilize the dictionary to provide students with clear, standardized explanations of
grammatical concepts. It supports curriculum development by offering a comprehensive terminology
base and examples that illustrate correct usage. The dictionary is also used to create teaching
materials and assessments that align with current language standards.

Support for Linguistic Research
Researchers in linguistics rely on the Oxford Dictionary of English Grammar to ensure
terminological accuracy and consistency in their work. Its thorough definitions and examples assist
in analyzing sentence structure, syntactic patterns, and grammatical variation. The dictionary’s
descriptive approach enables researchers to document and study language in use rather than
imposing prescriptive norms.

Comparisons with Other Grammar References
When compared to other grammar dictionaries and guides, the Oxford Dictionary of English
Grammar stands out for its balance of scholarly rigor and accessibility. It differs from traditional
grammar manuals by focusing specifically on definitions of grammatical terms rather than extensive
rule descriptions.

Distinctive Strengths
Key strengths of the Oxford Dictionary of English Grammar include:

Comprehensive and up-to-date lexical coverage of grammatical terminology

Clear, example-based explanations suitable for a range of proficiency levels

Integration of contemporary linguistic theory and practical language use

Extensive cross-referencing to facilitate deeper understanding



Authoritative editorial oversight ensuring accuracy

Comparison with Traditional Grammar Books
Unlike prescriptive grammar books that focus on rules and correctness, the Oxford Dictionary of
English Grammar offers a descriptive perspective that documents actual usage. This approach
makes it preferable for users aiming to understand how English grammar functions in real
communication contexts.

Practical Applications and Benefits
The practical applications of the Oxford Dictionary of English Grammar extend beyond academic
study into professional and everyday language use. Its clarity and depth make it a valuable tool for
improving writing, editing, and language comprehension.

Enhanced Writing and Editing
Writers and editors benefit from the dictionary’s precise definitions and usage examples to avoid
grammatical errors and improve sentence construction. It serves as a reliable resource for resolving
doubts about grammar, ensuring that written content adheres to accepted standards.

Language Learning and Self-Study
For language learners, the dictionary provides an accessible way to master complex grammatical
concepts at their own pace. The inclusion of illustrative examples aids retention and understanding,
making it a practical complement to language courses and textbooks.

Professional and Academic Communication
Professionals in fields such as education, publishing, and translation rely on the Oxford Dictionary of
English Grammar to maintain high standards of language use. Accurate grammar is essential for
effective communication, and this dictionary supports that goal by providing authoritative guidance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Oxford Dictionary of English Grammar?
The Oxford Dictionary of English Grammar is a comprehensive reference work that provides clear
definitions and explanations of grammatical terms and concepts used in English.



Who is the author of the Oxford Dictionary of English
Grammar?
The Oxford Dictionary of English Grammar was authored by Bas Aarts, a noted linguist and grammar
expert.

How is the Oxford Dictionary of English Grammar different
from a regular dictionary?
Unlike a regular dictionary that focuses on word meanings, the Oxford Dictionary of English
Grammar specifically explains grammatical terms, structures, and concepts related to English
grammar.

Is the Oxford Dictionary of English Grammar suitable for
beginners?
Yes, it is designed to be accessible for learners at different levels, including beginners, providing
clear and concise explanations of grammar terms.

Does the Oxford Dictionary of English Grammar include usage
examples?
Yes, it includes numerous examples to illustrate how grammatical terms are used in context, helping
readers understand their practical application.

Can the Oxford Dictionary of English Grammar help with
writing and editing?
Absolutely, it serves as a valuable resource for writers, editors, and students to clarify grammatical
rules and improve the accuracy of their writing.

Is the Oxford Dictionary of English Grammar available in
digital formats?
Yes, it is available in both print and digital formats, including ebook versions accessible on various
devices.

How frequently is the Oxford Dictionary of English Grammar
updated?
Updates are made periodically to reflect changes and developments in English grammar usage,
ensuring the dictionary remains current.

Does the Oxford Dictionary of English Grammar cover modern



English grammar?
Yes, it covers contemporary English grammar, including both British and American English usage
and emerging linguistic trends.

Where can I purchase or access the Oxford Dictionary of
English Grammar?
It can be purchased from major bookstores, online retailers like Amazon, and accessed through some
academic libraries or subscription services.

Additional Resources
1. The Cambridge Grammar of the English Language
This comprehensive reference book offers an in-depth analysis of English grammar, combining
traditional and modern approaches. It covers syntax, morphology, and semantics with detailed
explanations and examples. Ideal for linguists, advanced students, and language enthusiasts, it
provides authoritative insights into the structure of English.

2. A Comprehensive Grammar of the English Language
Authored by Quirk, Greenbaum, Leech, and Svartvik, this seminal work is a detailed and systematic
description of English grammar. It explores usage, forms, and functions in a clear yet scholarly
manner. This book is perfect for those seeking an exhaustive resource on English grammar and
usage.

3. English Grammar in Use
Written by Raymond Murphy, this book is a user-friendly guide to English grammar primarily
designed for learners at intermediate levels. It features clear explanations, examples, and practice
exercises to reinforce learning. Its accessible style makes it a popular choice for self-study.

4. The Oxford English Grammar
This book offers a modern and authoritative introduction to English grammar, reflecting
contemporary linguistic research. It covers grammar rules, usage, and stylistic considerations with
clarity. Suitable for students, teachers, and writers, it bridges traditional grammar and current
linguistic theory.

5. A Student’s Introduction to English Grammar
Geared towards students new to linguistic analysis, this book provides a clear and concise overview
of English grammar. It explains key concepts and terminology while offering practical examples.
This text is a helpful starting point for those studying English linguistics or language teaching.

6. Understanding English Grammar
By Martha Kolln and Robert Funk, this book emphasizes the functional aspects of grammar and how
grammar relates to meaning in context. It encourages readers to think critically about language use
and structure. The book is suitable for both students and educators interested in practical grammar
application.

7. Practical English Usage
Michael Swan’s widely acclaimed reference addresses common problems and tricky points in



English grammar and usage. It combines clear explanations with examples and notes on style and
formality. This book is an essential tool for teachers, learners, and writers seeking clarity on English
language issues.

8. Longman Grammar of Spoken and Written English
This work focuses on the differences between spoken and written English, based on extensive corpus
data. It provides detailed analysis of grammatical patterns in real-life contexts. Linguists and
advanced learners will find this resource invaluable for understanding language in use.

9. English Grammar Today
Published by Cambridge University Press, this book offers an up-to-date account of English grammar
as it is used in contemporary English. It includes explanations, examples, and notes on usage and
style. Suitable for learners, teachers, and linguists, it balances descriptive and prescriptive
approaches effectively.
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