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the oxford encyclopedia of women in world history bonnie g smith stands as a
pivotal scholarly resource that chronicles the diverse and profound contributions of women
throughout global history. Edited by Bonnie G. Smith, a renowned historian and expert in
women’s studies, this comprehensive encyclopedia offers an extensive exploration of
women’s roles, experiences, and impacts across different cultures and time periods. The
work meticulously addresses a wide array of topics related to gender, society, politics, and
culture, making it an indispensable reference for students, educators, and researchers
alike. This article delves into the significance, content, and unique features of the Oxford
Encyclopedia of Women in World History, highlighting its editorial approach and its role in
advancing women’s historical scholarship. Readers will also find an overview of the
encyclopedia’s structure, thematic coverage, and its contribution to the broader field of
women’s history. Explore the following sections to gain a thorough understanding of this
landmark publication.

Overview of the Oxford Encyclopedia of Women in World History

Bonnie G. Smith: The Editor and Her Contributions

Content and Thematic Coverage

Structure and Organization

Significance in Women’s Historical Scholarship

Usage and Audience

Overview of the Oxford Encyclopedia of Women in
World History
The Oxford Encyclopedia of Women in World History is a multi-volume reference work that
provides an authoritative survey of women’s roles and experiences from ancient times to
the contemporary era. It covers a vast geographical scope, encompassing continents and
cultures across the globe. The encyclopedia aims to fill gaps in traditional historical
narratives by centering women as key agents of change, innovation, and social
transformation. By integrating interdisciplinary perspectives, including history, sociology,
anthropology, and gender studies, the encyclopedia enriches the understanding of women’s
multifaceted contributions to world history. Its publication marked a significant
advancement in the documentation and recognition of women’s historical significance on a
global scale.



Scope and Purpose
The encyclopedia is designed to highlight the complexity and diversity of women’s
experiences, challenging monolithic or Eurocentric views of history. It seeks to illuminate
the interconnectedness of gender with race, class, ethnicity, and culture. The volumes
include biographies, thematic essays, and entries on key events and movements that
shaped women’s history. This broad scope supports scholarship and teaching by providing
reliable, well-researched content that is accessible to a varied audience.

Bonnie G. Smith: The Editor and Her
Contributions
Bonnie G. Smith is a distinguished historian specializing in women’s history and gender
studies. As the general editor of the Oxford Encyclopedia of Women in World History, she
played a critical role in shaping the vision, scope, and scholarly rigor of the work. Smith’s
expertise and academic leadership ensured that the encyclopedia maintains high standards
of accuracy, inclusivity, and interdisciplinarity. Her contributions to the field extend beyond
this encyclopedia, as she is also known for her influential publications and teaching in the
history of gender and women’s roles in society.

Academic Background and Influence
Smith’s academic career spans decades, during which she has contributed to expanding
the canon of women’s history and integrating gender analysis into mainstream historical
scholarship. Her editorial work on this encyclopedia reflects her commitment to broadening
historical narratives to include marginalized voices and perspectives. Under her guidance,
the encyclopedia emphasizes global diversity and the interconnectedness of women’s
experiences across time and place.

Content and Thematic Coverage
The content of the Oxford Encyclopedia of Women in World History encompasses a wide
range of topics related to women’s lives, achievements, and challenges throughout history.
It features thousands of entries that cover biographical profiles, historical events, social
movements, cultural practices, and political developments from a gendered perspective.
The entries are authored by experts in various fields, ensuring scholarly depth and
accuracy.

Key Themes Explored

Women in Politics and Leadership

Feminist Movements and Ideologies



Gender Roles and Social Norms

Women’s Economic Contributions

Education and Intellectual History of Women

Women in Religion and Spirituality

Health, Reproduction, and Body Politics

Women in War and Peacebuilding

Cultural Expressions and Artistic Contributions

These themes collectively provide a nuanced understanding of how women have influenced
and been influenced by historical forces, illustrating the dynamism of women’s history as a
discipline.

Structure and Organization
The encyclopedia is organized into multiple volumes, each containing alphabetically
arranged entries that facilitate easy navigation and reference. Each entry typically includes
a detailed narrative, bibliographic references, and cross-references to related topics within
the encyclopedia. This structure supports comprehensive research by enabling users to
explore interconnected themes and biographies.

Types of Entries Included
The encyclopedia contains several types of entries designed to cater to different research
needs:

Biographical Entries: Profiles of notable women from various historical periods and
regions.

Thematic Essays: In-depth analyses of broad topics such as women’s suffrage,
gender and labor, or women in science.

Event Descriptions: Coverage of significant historical occurrences that impacted
women’s lives and status.

Cultural and Social Practices: Examination of traditions, customs, and social
structures related to gender.



Significance in Women’s Historical Scholarship
The Oxford Encyclopedia of Women in World History, under the editorial leadership of
Bonnie G. Smith, represents a milestone in the institutionalization and dissemination of
women’s history as a legitimate academic field. It provides a foundational resource that
supports the integration of women’s perspectives into the broader historical discourse. By
documenting the global diversity of women’s experiences, it challenges dominant
narratives and encourages more inclusive historical interpretations.

Impact on Research and Education
This encyclopedia has become an essential tool for historians, educators, and students by
offering authoritative content that can be relied upon for scholarly research and curriculum
development. It fosters a deeper appreciation for the complexity of gender relations and
highlights the importance of women’s agency throughout history. The work also encourages
further research by identifying gaps and emerging areas of interest within women’s
historical studies.

Usage and Audience
The Oxford Encyclopedia of Women in World History is utilized by a broad audience,
including academic institutions, libraries, researchers, and general readers interested in
gender and history. Its accessibility and comprehensive coverage make it suitable for
undergraduate and graduate study, as well as for reference in professional scholarship.

Practical Applications

Support for academic research and writing in women’s studies and history.

Resource for curriculum design and teaching materials in higher education.

Reference for interdisciplinary research involving gender, culture, and social sciences.

Informative guide for public history projects and cultural programming.

The encyclopedia’s versatility and scholarly depth ensure its continued relevance in various
educational and intellectual contexts.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is 'The Oxford Encyclopedia of Women in World
History' by Bonnie G. Smith?
'The Oxford Encyclopedia of Women in World History' is a comprehensive reference work
edited by Bonnie G. Smith that explores the roles, experiences, and contributions of women
throughout world history.

Who is Bonnie G. Smith, the editor of 'The Oxford
Encyclopedia of Women in World History'?
Bonnie G. Smith is a distinguished historian specializing in women's history and world
history, known for her scholarly work and editorial role in 'The Oxford Encyclopedia of
Women in World History.'

What topics are covered in 'The Oxford Encyclopedia of
Women in World History'?
The encyclopedia covers a wide range of topics including women's roles in politics, culture,
economics, social movements, and key historical events across different regions and time
periods.

How is 'The Oxford Encyclopedia of Women in World
History' structured?
The encyclopedia is organized alphabetically with entries on significant women, concepts,
events, and themes related to women's history globally, supplemented by bibliographies
and cross-references.

Why is 'The Oxford Encyclopedia of Women in World
History' considered important for research?
It provides an authoritative and extensive resource that highlights women's impact
worldwide, filling gaps in traditional historical narratives and supporting academic research
and education.

Can 'The Oxford Encyclopedia of Women in World
History' be used for academic coursework?
Yes, it is widely used by students, educators, and researchers as a reliable academic
reference for courses in history, gender studies, and related fields.

Does 'The Oxford Encyclopedia of Women in World
History' include global perspectives?
Yes, the encyclopedia emphasizes diverse global perspectives, covering women’s histories
from multiple continents, cultures, and societies.



When was 'The Oxford Encyclopedia of Women in World
History' published?
'The Oxford Encyclopedia of Women in World History' was first published in 2008.

How can one access 'The Oxford Encyclopedia of
Women in World History'?
The encyclopedia is available in print and through various online academic databases and
library subscriptions.

What makes 'The Oxford Encyclopedia of Women in
World History' unique compared to other historical
references?
Its exclusive focus on women's roles and experiences throughout world history, combined
with contributions from numerous experts, makes it a unique and invaluable resource.

Additional Resources
1. Women in World History: A Biographical Encyclopedia
This comprehensive encyclopedia provides detailed biographies of significant women from
all eras and regions of the world. It highlights the diverse roles women have played in
shaping history, culture, politics, and society. The work serves as a valuable resource for
understanding women's contributions globally.

2. The Cambridge History of Women in the Ancient World
This volume explores the lives and roles of women in ancient civilizations, including
Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece, and Rome. It examines social, political, and cultural contexts
to reveal the complexities of women's experiences in antiquity. Scholars provide insights
into family life, religion, and legal status of women.

3. Women and Gender in Early Modern Europe
Focusing on the early modern period, this book analyzes the changing roles and
perceptions of women from the Renaissance through the Enlightenment. It covers topics
such as education, work, family life, and women's participation in political and religious
movements. The text sheds light on the social constructs that shaped gender relations.

4. Global Women’s History: A Reader
This collection of essays offers diverse perspectives on women's history from around the
world. It addresses themes such as colonialism, feminism, labor, and identity across
different cultures and time periods. The reader encourages comparative analysis and
critical thinking about women's historical experiences.

5. Women in Modern World History: An Encyclopedia
This encyclopedia documents influential women and key movements from the 19th century
to the present. It highlights the impact of industrialization, wars, and social reforms on



women's lives. The work includes entries on political leaders, activists, artists, and thinkers
who shaped modern history.

6. Gender and Women’s History in Global Perspective
This book examines gender as a central category in understanding women's history
worldwide. It explores how gender roles and identities have been constructed and
contested in different societies. The volume encourages interdisciplinary approaches to
studying women's pasts.

7. Encyclopedia of Women and Religion in North America
Focusing on the intersection of gender and religion, this encyclopedia covers women's
religious experiences and leadership in North America. It includes entries on diverse faith
traditions, movements, and influential female religious figures. The work reveals the ways
religion has shaped and been shaped by women.

8. Women’s Activism and Social Change: A Global Perspective
This book highlights the role of women activists in driving social, political, and economic
changes worldwide. It explores feminist movements, human rights campaigns, and
grassroots organizing. The text emphasizes the interconnectedness of local and global
struggles for gender equality.

9. Women’s Lives around the World: A Global Encyclopedia
This encyclopedia offers an extensive overview of women's experiences across cultures and
historical periods. It covers topics such as family, education, work, health, and legal rights.
The work aims to provide a holistic understanding of the diversity and commonalities in
women's lives globally.
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