
the oxford history of modern war

the oxford history of modern war represents a comprehensive and authoritative examination of
warfare from the early modern period to the contemporary era. This extensive series delves into the
political, social, technological, and strategic dimensions of conflict, offering readers an in-depth
understanding of how modern warfare has evolved. It covers major wars, military innovations, and
the interplay between war and society, drawing on contributions from leading historians and military
experts. The oxford history of modern war is widely regarded as an essential resource for scholars,
students, and anyone interested in the complexities of military history. This article explores the
scope, significance, and key features of the series, providing insight into its structure and thematic
coverage. The following sections will guide readers through the background, thematic areas, and
impact of this pivotal work.

Overview of The Oxford History of Modern War

Historical Scope and Coverage

Thematic Focus Areas

Editorial Approach and Contributors

Significance in Military Scholarship

Overview of The Oxford History of Modern War
The Oxford History of Modern War is an expansive multi-volume series published by Oxford
University Press, designed to provide a definitive account of warfare from the seventeenth century
onward. Its goal is to illuminate the development of war in the modern era, examining not only
battles and campaigns but also the broader context in which conflicts took place. The series
synthesizes political, economic, social, and technological factors, creating a holistic view of war’s
evolution. It stands out for its rigorous academic standards, comprehensive research, and the
integration of diverse perspectives on military history.

Origins and Development
The project was conceived to fill a critical gap in military historiography by offering an authoritative,
chronological analysis of modern warfare. Initiated in the late twentieth century, it brought together
preeminent historians who specialize in various periods and aspects of war. The series has since
become a benchmark for scholarly research, setting new standards for accuracy and depth in the
study of armed conflict.



Structure of the Series
The oxford history of modern war is organized into volumes that focus on specific historical periods
or thematic topics. Each volume contains chapters authored by experts who contribute specialized
knowledge, ensuring that the series covers a wide range of military developments and historical
episodes with precision and clarity.

Historical Scope and Coverage
The series covers a broad timeline from the early modern period, roughly the seventeenth century,
through the twentieth century and into contemporary conflicts. This extensive scope allows for a
detailed exploration of the transformation of warfare over centuries, including changes in tactics,
technology, and the role of war in society.

Early Modern Warfare
The volumes addressing the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries examine the transition from
medieval to modern forms of warfare, highlighting the emergence of standing armies, the
professionalization of military forces, and the impact of political revolutions on armed conflict. This
period also includes the study of colonial wars and European power struggles.

Twentieth-Century Conflicts
Particular emphasis is placed on the two World Wars, the Cold War, and regional conflicts that
shaped the global order in the twentieth century. The series analyzes the technological
advancements, such as mechanization, air power, and nuclear weapons, which redefined combat and
strategy during this era.

Contemporary Military Developments
The most recent volumes address modern conflicts, including asymmetric warfare,
counterinsurgency, and the impact of information technology on military operations. These studies
reflect ongoing changes in the nature of war and the challenges faced by contemporary armed
forces.

Thematic Focus Areas
The oxford history of modern war does not solely chronicle events but also explores thematic issues
that have influenced the conduct and consequences of warfare. These themes provide a deeper
understanding of the complexities involved in modern conflict.



Military Strategy and Tactics
One of the central themes is the evolution of military strategy and battlefield tactics. The series
investigates how commanders adapted to changing technologies and political environments, shaping
the outcomes of wars through innovation and doctrine.

Technology and Innovation
The series pays close attention to the development and implementation of military technology, from
the introduction of gunpowder weapons to the rise of cyber warfare. The analysis includes the
effects of technological change on the scale and lethality of conflicts.

Society and War
Another key focus is the relationship between warfare and society, including the social, economic,
and cultural impacts of conflict. Topics such as civilian mobilization, the role of ideology, and the
consequences of war on populations are thoroughly examined.

Political and Diplomatic Contexts
The series situates military history within broader political and diplomatic frameworks,
demonstrating how war is often intertwined with statecraft, alliances, and international relations.
This approach highlights the multidimensional nature of modern warfare.

Editorial Approach and Contributors
The editorial framework of the oxford history of modern war emphasizes scholarly rigor, balanced
perspectives, and comprehensive coverage. The series is curated by distinguished editors who
coordinate contributions from leading historians worldwide.

Expert Contributors
Each volume features chapters written by specialists with extensive expertise in their respective
fields. These contributors bring a wealth of knowledge, ensuring that each topic is treated with
authority and depth. Their research is grounded in primary sources and current historiographical
debates.

Peer Review and Quality Control
The editorial process includes rigorous peer review to maintain high academic standards. This
quality control mechanism ensures accuracy, objectivity, and the incorporation of the latest
scholarly findings, making the series a trusted resource in military studies.



Interdisciplinary Perspectives
The series incorporates insights from related disciplines such as political science, sociology, and
technology studies. This interdisciplinary approach enriches the analysis, providing a multifaceted
understanding of modern warfare.

Significance in Military Scholarship
The oxford history of modern war holds a prominent place in the field of military history and related
disciplines. Its comprehensive treatment of modern conflict makes it indispensable for academic
research and education.

Academic Impact
The series has influenced scholarly discourse by setting new benchmarks for research quality and
thematic breadth. It serves as a foundational text for courses on military history and international
relations, guiding students and researchers alike.

Reference for Policy and Strategy
Beyond academia, the oxford history of modern war provides valuable insights for military
professionals and policymakers. Its detailed analyses of past conflicts inform contemporary strategic
thinking and defense planning.

Contribution to Public Understanding
By making complex historical and military developments accessible, the series helps enhance public
knowledge about the causes, conduct, and consequences of modern warfare. This contributes to
informed discussions about security and peace.

Key Features of The Oxford History of Modern War

Extensive chronological coverage from the 17th century to present

Integration of political, social, economic, and technological perspectives

Contributions from leading historians and military experts

Rigorous editorial standards and peer-reviewed content

Focus on both grand strategy and detailed battlefield analysis



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Oxford History of Modern War' about?
It is a comprehensive series that explores the history, strategies, technologies, and impacts of
modern warfare from the early modern period to contemporary conflicts.

Who are the main editors or contributors to 'The Oxford
History of Modern War'?
The series features contributions from leading historians and military experts, often edited by
distinguished scholars specializing in military history.

How does 'The Oxford History of Modern War' differ from
other military history books?
It provides a multidisciplinary approach combining political, social, technological, and strategic
perspectives with extensive scholarly research and analysis.

Which time periods does 'The Oxford History of Modern War'
cover?
The series covers wars from the early modern era, starting around the 16th century, through the
20th century and into contemporary conflicts.

Is 'The Oxford History of Modern War' suitable for academic
research?
Yes, it is widely regarded as an authoritative source and is frequently used in academic studies and
military education.

Are there specific volumes in 'The Oxford History of Modern
War' that focus on World War I or World War II?
Yes, the series includes dedicated volumes that analyze the causes, conduct, and consequences of
both World War I and World War II in great detail.

Does 'The Oxford History of Modern War' include analysis of
technological advancements in warfare?
Absolutely, it thoroughly examines the role and impact of technological innovations such as firearms,
tanks, aircraft, and cyber warfare on modern conflicts.



Can readers expect to find discussions on the ethical and
humanitarian aspects of modern war in the series?
Yes, the series addresses the ethical dilemmas, laws of war, and humanitarian consequences
associated with modern military conflicts.

Where can one purchase or access 'The Oxford History of
Modern War'?
The series is available for purchase through major book retailers, academic publishers, and can
often be accessed via university libraries and online academic platforms.

Additional Resources
1. The Oxford History of Modern War
This comprehensive volume explores the evolution of warfare from the early modern period to the
twenty-first century. Edited by Charles Townsend, it covers major conflicts, technological
advancements, and the changing nature of military strategy. The book provides a broad overview
while delving into specific campaigns and the impact of war on societies worldwide.

2. War in Modern Europe, 1815-2000 by Michael Howard
Michael Howard examines the transformation of warfare in Europe over nearly two centuries,
highlighting how political, social, and technological changes influenced military conflicts. The book
discusses key wars including the Napoleonic Wars, both World Wars, and the Cold War, emphasizing
the interplay between war and society.

3. The Face of Battle by John Keegan
John Keegan's seminal work offers a ground-level view of warfare by analyzing three historic battles:
Agincourt, Waterloo, and the Somme. He focuses on the experience of the common soldier,
challenging traditional military histories that prioritize strategy and leaders. The book is praised for
its vivid narrative and insightful perspective on the human dimension of war.

4. The First World War by Hew Strachan
This detailed account of World War I explores the causes, major campaigns, and consequences of the
conflict. Hew Strachan provides a balanced analysis of the political, military, and social aspects of
the war, emphasizing its global scale and lasting impact on the modern world.

5. War and Peace in the Age of Napoleon by Michael Broers
Broers delves into the Napoleonic era, examining how warfare shaped Europe’s political landscape
between 1799 and 1815. The book combines military history with diplomatic and social analysis,
offering insights into Napoleon’s strategies and the broader implications of his campaigns.

6. The Cold War: A New History by John Lewis Gaddis
John Lewis Gaddis provides a concise and accessible overview of the Cold War, focusing on its
origins, key events, and resolution. The book discusses the ideological, political, and military
tensions between the United States and the Soviet Union, highlighting how this prolonged conflict
shaped modern international relations.



7. The Art of War in the Western World by Archer Jones
Archer Jones traces the development of Western military strategy and tactics from ancient Greece to
the late twentieth century. The book emphasizes how cultural, technological, and institutional
changes influenced the conduct of war, providing a broad historical context for understanding
modern conflicts.

8. Modern Warfare: A French View of Counterinsurgency by Roger Trinquier
This influential work by French military theorist Roger Trinquier examines counterinsurgency
tactics used during the Algerian War and other conflicts. The book offers a critical analysis of
guerrilla warfare, intelligence operations, and the ethical dilemmas faced by modern armies in
irregular warfare.

9. Military Innovation in the Interwar Period edited by Williamson Murray and Allan R. Millett
This collection of essays explores how military thinkers and institutions adapted between World War
I and World War II. The book covers innovations in strategy, technology, and doctrine, highlighting
the factors that influenced the preparedness and effectiveness of armed forces during the interwar
years.
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