
the oxford history of the united states
the oxford history of the united states stands as a monumental scholarly achievement, offering
an in-depth and comprehensive examination of American history from its earliest beginnings to
modern times. This multi-volume series, published by Oxford University Press, provides authoritative
narratives crafted by leading historians, covering political, social, economic, and cultural
developments throughout the centuries. Designed to serve both academic audiences and general
readers interested in the rich tapestry of the United States' past, the series emphasizes rigorous
research, critical analysis, and a balanced perspective. The rich detail and expansive scope of the
oxford history of the united states make it an indispensable resource for understanding the
complexities of American history. This article explores the origins, structure, key volumes, thematic
coverage, and the lasting impact of the series on historical scholarship.
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Origins and Development of the Oxford History of the
United States
The oxford history of the united states was conceived in the mid-20th century as a comprehensive
project to produce a definitive narrative history of the nation. Oxford University Press, renowned for
its academic publishing, sought to create a series that would synthesize decades of scholarship and
provide an authoritative account accessible to both scholars and the educated public. The initial
volumes were published beginning in the 1950s, with each installment written by a distinguished
historian specializing in a particular era or theme of American history. Over time, the series has
evolved, incorporating new research and historiographical trends that reflect changing perspectives
about the nation's past.

Historical Context of the Series' Inception
The oxford history of the united states emerged during a period when historical scholarship was
undergoing profound changes, especially in the United States. Post-World War II intellectual currents
emphasized a more critical and inclusive approach to history, moving beyond celebratory narratives
to examine the complexities of social and political developments. The project aimed to capture this
evolving methodology by commissioning works that would balance narrative clarity with scholarly
rigor.



Editorial Leadership and Key Contributors
Throughout its development, the oxford history of the united states has benefited from the
collaboration of eminent historians who brought diverse expertise and interpretive frameworks.
Editors played a central role in maintaining the series' high standards while allowing authors the
freedom to explore their subjects in depth. This editorial vision has ensured the series' reputation as a
cornerstone of American historical literature.

Structure and Scope of the Series
The oxford history of the united states is structured as a multi-volume series, with each volume
covering a specific chronological period or thematic topic. This modular design allows for detailed
exploration of distinct eras while collectively providing a panoramic view of the nation's history. The
series spans from early colonial times and indigenous histories to contemporary developments in the
21st century, encompassing political events, social movements, economic transformations, and
cultural shifts.

Chronological Coverage
The series generally follows a chronological progression, with volumes dedicated to major epochs
such as the Colonial Era, the Revolutionary Period, the Civil War and Reconstruction, the Progressive
Era, and the modern United States. This chronological approach facilitates a coherent understanding
of cause and effect across American history.

Thematic and Analytical Focus
While chronological in structure, the oxford history of the united states also integrates thematic
analysis, addressing topics such as race relations, immigration, economic development, foreign
policy, and constitutional evolution. This layered approach enriches the narrative by situating events
within broader social and intellectual contexts.

Notable Volumes and Their Contributions
Several volumes within the oxford history of the united states have achieved particular acclaim for
their scholarly depth and narrative quality. These works have become foundational texts in the study
of American history, frequently cited and utilized in academic courses and research.

“The Glorious Cause” by Robert Middlekauff
This volume covers the American Revolution and the founding of the republic, offering a vivid and
nuanced portrayal of the political and military struggles that shaped the nation’s birth. Middlekauff’s
engaging storytelling and meticulous research have made this work a definitive account of the
revolutionary era.



“Battle Cry of Freedom” by James M. McPherson
Focused on the Civil War period, McPherson’s volume is widely regarded as one of the most
comprehensive and accessible studies of the conflict. It analyzes the causes, battles, and
consequences of the war with clarity and insight, highlighting the political and social transformations
that ensued.

“Grand Expectations” by James T. Patterson
This volume examines the United States during the Progressive Era and the Great Depression,
exploring the complexities of reform movements, economic upheavals, and political realignments.
Patterson’s work elucidates the challenges and aspirations that defined early 20th-century America.

Thematic Focus and Historical Perspectives
The oxford history of the united states distinguishes itself by incorporating diverse historical
perspectives and addressing key themes that have shaped the American experience. The series
reflects evolving historiographical trends, including the incorporation of social history, cultural history,
and the histories of marginalized groups.

Inclusion of Social and Cultural Histories
Beyond political milestones, the series pays significant attention to the everyday lives of Americans,
exploring issues such as race, gender, class, and ethnicity. This broader lens provides a more
comprehensive understanding of how historical forces impacted different communities and shaped
national identity.

Analysis of Political and Economic Developments
The oxford history of the united states offers in-depth analyses of the nation’s political institutions,
policies, and economic systems. This includes examination of the Constitution, federalism, political
parties, industrialization, and globalization, situating the United States within a larger global context.

Emphasis on Critical Scholarship
The series consistently applies rigorous critical methodologies, engaging with primary sources,
historiographical debates, and interdisciplinary approaches. This scholarly rigor ensures that the
oxford history of the united states remains a vital resource for understanding the complexities and
contradictions of American history.



Impact on American Historical Scholarship
The oxford history of the united states has had a profound impact on both academic and popular
understandings of American history. Its authoritative volumes have shaped historical curricula,
informed public discourse, and elevated standards for historical writing and research.

Influence on Education and Research
Many volumes from the series serve as core textbooks in university courses on American history,
providing students with comprehensive and accessible narratives. Researchers also rely on the series
for its thorough syntheses of existing scholarship and its ability to contextualize historical
developments.

Shaping Public Perceptions of American History
The oxford history of the united states has contributed to shaping how the public perceives the
nation’s past by offering balanced and nuanced interpretations that move beyond simplistic
narratives. Its emphasis on inclusivity and complexity helps foster a deeper appreciation of America’s
diverse historical legacy.

Recognition and Awards
Several volumes within the series have received prestigious awards, including Pulitzer Prizes and
Bancroft Prizes, underscoring the high regard in which the oxford history of the united states is held
within the academic community.

Comprehensive coverage of American history from colonial times to modern-day

Authored by leading historians with expertise in their respective fields

Balances political, social, economic, and cultural history

Incorporates diverse perspectives and historiographical approaches

Recognized for scholarly rigor and narrative excellence

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Oxford History of the United States' series?
'The Oxford History of the United States' is a comprehensive multi-volume series that covers the
history of the United States from its colonial origins to contemporary times. It is published by Oxford



University Press and features works by leading historians.

Who are some notable authors of 'The Oxford History of the
United States' volumes?
Notable authors include Robert Middlekauff, who wrote 'The Glorious Cause,' Daniel Walker Howe,
author of 'What Hath God Wrought,' and David M. Kennedy, who wrote 'Freedom from Fear.' These
historians are renowned for their scholarship and engaging narratives.

How many volumes are there in 'The Oxford History of the
United States' series?
As of now, the series consists of several volumes covering different periods in American history, with
around 8 major published volumes, each focusing on a specific era or theme.

What time periods does 'The Oxford History of the United
States' cover?
The series covers American history from the colonial period and the American Revolution through to
the late 20th and early 21st centuries, providing a thorough chronological overview.

Is 'The Oxford History of the United States' suitable for
academic study?
Yes, the series is widely respected in academic circles for its rigorous scholarship, making it suitable
for university courses, researchers, and serious readers interested in American history.

What makes 'The Oxford History of the United States'
different from other U.S. history books?
Its comprehensive scope, authoritative authorship by leading historians, and its publication by a
prestigious academic press distinguish it from many general history books, offering depth and
scholarly insight.

Are there any recent or upcoming volumes in 'The Oxford
History of the United States' series?
Recent volumes include Daniel Walker Howe's 'What Hath God Wrought' (2007) covering 1815-1848.
The series continues to be updated as new scholarship emerges, with forthcoming volumes
announced periodically.

Can 'The Oxford History of the United States' be used by
general readers?
Yes, while scholarly, the books are written in a narrative style accessible to informed general readers
interested in a detailed and authoritative history of the United States.



Where can one purchase or access 'The Oxford History of the
United States' volumes?
The volumes can be purchased through major booksellers like Amazon, Barnes & Noble, or directly
from Oxford University Press. They may also be available in libraries and academic institutions.

Additional Resources
1. Empire of Liberty: A History of the Early Republic, 1789-1815
This volume explores the formative years of the United States following the Constitution’s ratification.
It delves into the challenges of establishing a new government, the political conflicts of the era, and
the young nation's expansionist ambitions. The book also covers the War of 1812 and its impact on
American identity and nationalism.

2. Reconstruction: America's Unfinished Revolution, 1863-1877
Focusing on the turbulent period after the Civil War, this book examines the efforts to rebuild the
South and integrate formerly enslaved people into American society. It highlights the political, social,
and economic struggles that defined Reconstruction and the eventual rollback of many of its gains.
The narrative reveals the complexities of race, power, and democracy during this critical era.

3. The Age of Reform: From Bryan to FDR
This volume chronicles the progressive era and the transformative reforms that reshaped American
politics, society, and economy from the late 19th century through the Great Depression. It covers key
figures, movements, and legislation aimed at addressing industrialization, urbanization, and social
inequalities. The book provides insight into the evolving role of government in American life.

4. Freedom from Fear: The American People in Depression and War, 1929-1945
This book offers a comprehensive account of the United States during the Great Depression and World
War II. It explores the economic hardships of the 1930s, the New Deal policies, and the nation’s
mobilization for war. The narrative emphasizes how these events reshaped American society, politics,
and global standing.

5. The Glorious Cause: The American Revolution, 1763-1789
Detailing the origins and course of the American Revolution, this volume covers the political, social,
and military aspects of the struggle for independence. It discusses the ideological foundations of the
revolution and the challenges faced in creating a new republic. The book also examines the drafting
of the Constitution and the early years of the United States.

6. Grand Expectations: The United States, 1945-1974
This book captures the post-World War II era, focusing on the social, political, and economic
transformations that shaped modern America. It addresses the Cold War, civil rights movement,
cultural changes, and the Vietnam War. The volume highlights the tensions between progress and
conflict during a period of great change.

7. These Truths: A History of the United States
Though not officially part of the Oxford History series, this widely acclaimed book offers a sweeping
narrative of American history from its founding to the present. It emphasizes the ideals of democracy,
equality, and truth, while critically examining the nation’s struggles with slavery, inequality, and
injustice. The book is praised for its accessible prose and balanced perspective.



8. Battle Cry of Freedom: The Civil War Era
This volume provides a detailed and engaging account of the Civil War and the events leading up to
it. It covers the political, social, and military dimensions of the conflict, as well as its profound impact
on American society. The book is known for its vivid storytelling and comprehensive analysis of this
defining period.

9. American Colonies: The Settling of North America
Focusing on the colonial era, this book explores the diverse experiences of settlers and indigenous
peoples in North America. It examines the economic, cultural, and political developments that laid the
groundwork for the future United States. The volume highlights the complexities of colonization and
the interactions among various groups during this formative time.
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