
the pillars of the earth miniseries

the pillars of the earth miniseries is a captivating historical drama based on Ken Follett’s best-selling novel.
This miniseries brings to life the intricate story of ambition, love, and betrayal set against the backdrop of
12th-century England during the construction of a cathedral. It has been praised for its compelling narrative,
rich character development, and attention to historical detail. The adaptation manages to combine the
grandeur of medieval architecture with the personal struggles of its characters, making it a memorable
television event. This article explores the key aspects of the pillars of the earth miniseries, including its plot,
production details, cast, and historical accuracy. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of why this
miniseries remains a significant work in the genre of historical drama.
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Overview and Plot Summary

The pillars of the earth miniseries centers around the ambitious construction of a Gothic cathedral in the
fictional town of Kingsbridge, England. Set during a turbulent period marked by civil war and political intrigue,
the story intertwines multiple characters whose lives are deeply affected by the cathedral’s erection. Themes
of power, faith, love, and betrayal are explored through the experiences of builders, clergy, and nobility. The
narrative spans several decades, illustrating how the cathedral serves as both a physical and symbolic pillar
throughout the upheaval.

Main Plot Elements

The primary storyline follows Tom Builder, a master mason determined to build a magnificent cathedral despite
overwhelming obstacles. His journey intersects with that of Philip, a devout monk who becomes prior of
Kingsbridge, and Aliena, a noblewoman fighting to reclaim her family’s honor. The miniseries skillfully balances
personal dramas with larger historical events, including the Anarchy, a civil war in England during the 12th
century. The construction process itself is portrayed in detail, highlighting medieval engineering challenges and
social implications.

Key Themes

The pillars of the earth miniseries explores several enduring themes:

Faith and Religion: The cathedral represents spiritual aspiration and the power of the Church.

Ambition and Power: Characters vie for control and influence, reflecting the era’s political struggles.

Love and Loyalty: Romantic and familial relationships provide emotional depth to the story.

Resilience and Innovation: The builders’ perseverance symbolizes human creativity and determination.



Production and Direction

The pillars of the earth miniseries is a multinational production that combines high production values with
meticulous craftsmanship. The project was developed to visually capture the grandeur of medieval
architecture and the complexity of the era. Filming took place in various historic locations across Europe,
providing authentic backdrops that enhance the storytelling. The production team utilized a blend of practical
sets and CGI to recreate the cathedral and surrounding environments accurately.

Creative Team

The miniseries was directed by Sergio Mimica-Gezzan, whose vision emphasized both narrative depth and visual
spectacle. The screenplay was adapted by John Pielmeier, who remained faithful to Ken Follett’s original novel
while streamlining the story for television. The collaboration between the director, writers, and production
designers resulted in a cohesive and immersive viewing experience that appeals to both fans of historical drama
and literature.

Technical Aspects

Several technical elements contributed to the production’s success:

Cinematography: Use of natural lighting and sweeping camera movements to convey scale and emotion.

Set Design: Detailed reconstruction of medieval architecture and interiors.

Costume Design: Authentic period costumes that reflect social status and character development.

Music Score: A rich orchestral soundtrack that underscores the drama and tension.

Main Cast and Characters

The pillars of the earth miniseries features a talented ensemble cast that brings the complex characters to life
with nuance and depth. The performances are central to conveying the story’s emotional weight and historical
context. Each actor embodies their role with authenticity, contributing to the series’ critical acclaim.

Principal Characters

Tom Builder: Portrayed as a visionary mason, Tom is the driving force behind the cathedral’s
construction.

Philip: A dedicated monk whose leadership shapes the spiritual and political landscape of Kingsbridge.

Aliena: A strong-willed noblewoman who overcomes adversity to support the cathedral and her family.

William Hamleigh: The antagonist, representing the brutal feudal power struggles of the time.



Supporting Roles

Supporting characters enrich the narrative by highlighting different facets of medieval society, including clergy,
craftsmen, and peasants. Their interactions with the leads create a multifaceted portrayal of 12th-century
England’s social hierarchy and cultural dynamics.

Historical Accuracy and Setting

The pillars of the earth miniseries is notable for its commitment to historical authenticity. While the story is
fictional, it is deeply rooted in the realities of medieval England. The setting reflects the political turmoil and
societal structures of the 12th century, particularly during the period known as the Anarchy, when rival
factions fought for the English throne.

Architectural Representation

The depiction of the cathedral’s construction is a highlight of the miniseries, showcasing the challenges of
medieval engineering and craftsmanship. The series illustrates the transition from Romanesque to Gothic
architecture, emphasizing innovations such as pointed arches and flying buttresses. The attention to detail in
building techniques and materials enhances the educational value of the drama.

Social and Political Context

The miniseries accurately portrays the feudal system, the role of the Church, and the impact of civil war on
everyday life. It explores power struggles between nobility, clergy, and commoners, reflecting historical
tensions. The characters’ experiences provide insight into medieval justice, gender roles, and economic conditions.

Reception and Legacy

Upon its release, the pillars of the earth miniseries received positive reviews for its ambitious storytelling and
production quality. It attracted a wide audience, including fans of the original novel and viewers new to the
story. Critics praised the series for balancing historical detail with engaging drama, making it accessible and
educational.

Critical Acclaim and Awards

The miniseries was recognized for its cinematography, costume design, and performances. It garnered several
nominations and awards in television festivals and industry ceremonies, cementing its status as a standout
adaptation of historical fiction.

Impact on Popular Culture

The pillars of the earth miniseries contributed to renewed interest in medieval history and architecture. It
inspired discussions about the period and encouraged viewers to explore Ken Follett’s literary work. The
success of the miniseries also paved the way for similar adaptations of historical novels, demonstrating the
potential of the format to bring complex stories to a broad audience.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Pillars of the Earth' miniseries about?

The Pillars of the Earth miniseries is a historical drama based on Ken Follett's novel, focusing on the
construction of a cathedral in the fictional town of Kingsbridge during the 12th century, intertwined with
themes of power, love, and ambition.

When was 'The Pillars of the Earth' miniseries released?

The miniseries was released in 2010.

Who are the main actors in 'The Pillars of the Earth' miniseries?

The main cast includes Ian McShane, Rufus Sewell, Eddie Redmayne, Hayley Atwell, and Matthew Macfadyen.

How many episodes are there in 'The Pillars of the Earth' miniseries?

The miniseries consists of 8 episodes.

Where was 'The Pillars of the Earth' miniseries filmed?

The series was filmed primarily in Hungary and Slovakia, with some scenes shot in the UK.

Is 'The Pillars of the Earth' miniseries faithful to the novel?

The miniseries follows the main plot and characters of Ken Follett's novel closely but condenses and alters
some events for dramatic effect and pacing.

What genre does 'The Pillars of the Earth' miniseries belong to?

It is a historical drama with elements of romance, intrigue, and political conflict.

Where can I watch 'The Pillars of the Earth' miniseries?

The miniseries is available on various streaming platforms such as Amazon Prime Video and may also be
available for purchase or rent on services like iTunes and Google Play.

Did 'The Pillars of the Earth' miniseries receive any awards or nominations?

Yes, the miniseries received several nominations, including Emmy nominations, for its production design, costumes,
and acting performances.

Additional Resources
1. The Pillars of the Earth by Ken Follett
This historical novel is the original source material for the miniseries. Set in 12th-century England, it follows
the lives of several characters as they navigate political intrigue, love, and ambition while working to build a
magnificent cathedral. The story intricately weaves personal drama with historical events, offering a vivid
portrayal of medieval life.

2. World Without End by Ken Follett



A sequel to The Pillars of the Earth, this novel is set two centuries later in the same fictional town of
Kingsbridge. It explores the lives of new generations as they face the challenges of the Black Death, political
unrest, and social change. The book continues the theme of resilience and human spirit amidst adversity.

3. A Column of Fire by Ken Follett
This book moves forward to the Elizabethan era, focusing on religious conflict and political intrigue in
England. It features descendants of the Kingsbridge characters and delves into themes of tolerance, power, and
love during a time of great upheaval. The narrative is rich with historical detail and suspense.

4. The Evening and the Morning by Ken Follett
A prequel to The Pillars of the Earth, this novel is set at the end of the Dark Ages, exploring the origins of
Kingsbridge. It follows the lives of several characters whose ambitions and struggles lay the foundation for
the cathedral and town later depicted. The story combines adventure, romance, and historical transformation.

5. The Cathedral Builders: The Story of a Great Craftsmanship by Jean Gimpel
This non-fiction book offers an in-depth look at the art and science of medieval cathedral building. It provides
context and background that enhance the understanding of the challenges faced by characters in The Pillars of
the Earth. Readers gain insight into the architectural, cultural, and religious significance of cathedrals.

6. The Medieval World by Peter Linehan and Janet L. Nelson
A comprehensive overview of medieval Europe, this book covers the social, political, and religious aspects of
the time period depicted in The Pillars of the Earth. It helps readers grasp the broader historical context
surrounding the miniseries’ events. The book is well-illustrated and accessible for general readers.

7. The Plantagenets: The Warrior Kings and Queens Who Made England by Dan Jones
This historical narrative explores the dynasty that ruled England during much of the era portrayed in The
Pillars of the Earth. It sheds light on the political dynamics, battles, and personalities that shaped the
country’s history and influenced the story’s backdrop. The book is engaging and richly detailed.

8. The Making of a Medieval Cathedral by Christopher Wilson
Focusing specifically on the construction of cathedrals, this book delves into the technical, artistic, and
human elements involved. It complements the fictional account in The Pillars of the Earth by providing real-
world examples and explanations. Readers interested in architecture and history will find it particularly
rewarding.

9. Medieval Lives: Eight Charismatic Men and Women of the Middle Ages by Terry Jones
This book profiles eight influential figures from the medieval period, offering personal stories that bring the era
to life. It helps readers understand the social and cultural environment that shaped the characters in The
Pillars of the Earth. Written by a popular historian and comedian, it combines scholarship with wit and
accessibility.
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