
the pitman dictionary of english and
shorthand new era
the pitman dictionary of english and shorthand new era stands as a seminal
reference work that bridges the gap between traditional English language dictionaries and
the specialized field of shorthand writing. This comprehensive dictionary caters primarily to
students, professionals, and enthusiasts of Pitman shorthand, providing a detailed lexicon
that supports both language development and stenographic proficiency. Recognized for its
authoritative content, the dictionary integrates modern English vocabulary with the unique
shorthand symbols developed by Sir Isaac Pitman, facilitating efficient transcription and
communication. This article delves into the origins, features, and practical applications of
the Pitman Dictionary of English and Shorthand New Era, highlighting its significance in
shorthand education and professional use. Additionally, the article explores how this
dictionary compares to other shorthand references and its relevance in contemporary
shorthand practice. The following sections offer a structured overview to guide readers
through the essential aspects of this important resource.

Origin and Historical Background

Features of the Pitman Dictionary of English and Shorthand New Era

Structure and Content Organization

Applications and Usage in Shorthand Learning

Comparison with Other Shorthand Dictionaries

Contemporary Relevance and Future Prospects

Origin and Historical Background
The Pitman Dictionary of English and Shorthand New Era was developed as a response to
the growing need for a comprehensive and updated resource that combined English
language definitions with shorthand notation. Rooted in the legacy of Sir Isaac Pitman, who
invented the Pitman shorthand system in the 19th century, this dictionary reflects decades
of linguistic evolution and shorthand practice refinement. Its publication marked a
significant milestone in shorthand literature, offering users an accessible and authoritative
reference tailored to the New Era course of Pitman shorthand. Over time, the dictionary has
undergone revisions to incorporate contemporary English usage and to align with changes
in shorthand teaching methodologies, ensuring its continued relevance.



Features of the Pitman Dictionary of English and
Shorthand New Era
This dictionary is distinguished by several key features that make it an indispensable tool
for shorthand learners and professionals alike. It offers an extensive list of English words
accompanied by their corresponding Pitman shorthand outlines, facilitating quick learning
and transcription accuracy. The dictionary emphasizes clarity and precision in shorthand
symbols, which are crucial for efficient note-taking and dictation. Additionally, it includes
pronunciation guides, grammatical information, and usage notes that assist users in
understanding the context and correct application of the words. The New Era edition also
reflects modern vocabulary, accommodating technological and cultural developments that
impact language use.

Comprehensive Word Listings
The dictionary contains thousands of entries covering common, technical, and specialized
vocabulary. Each word is carefully transcribed into Pitman shorthand, providing learners
with immediate visual cues for writing and reading shorthand.

Pronunciation and Grammar Annotations
To enhance linguistic accuracy, the dictionary supplies phonetic pronunciations and part-of-
speech classifications, enabling users to grasp the correct word usage and pronunciation
alongside shorthand symbols.

Updated Vocabulary for Modern Use
The New Era edition integrates contemporary terms related to technology, business, and
social developments, ensuring that the dictionary remains a relevant resource for current
shorthand practitioners.

Structure and Content Organization
The Pitman Dictionary of English and Shorthand New Era is organized systematically to
facilitate ease of use and efficient reference. Entries are arranged alphabetically, allowing
quick location of words and their shorthand equivalents. Each entry typically begins with
the standard English word, followed by its phonetic spelling, grammatical category, and the
corresponding shorthand outline. Some entries may also include alternative shorthand
outlines or brief explanations to clarify usage nuances. This structured approach supports
both beginners and advanced users in navigating the dictionary effectively.



Alphabetical Arrangement
The alphabetical layout ensures that users can easily search for words without confusion,
mirroring the format of conventional dictionaries while integrating shorthand content
seamlessly.

Entry Components
Each dictionary entry is composed of:

The English word

Phonetic pronunciation

Grammatical information (e.g., noun, verb, adjective)

Pitman shorthand outline(s)

Additional notes or alternative forms, when applicable

Supplementary Sections
Beyond the main entries, the dictionary may include appendices or guides on shorthand
rules, common abbreviations, and instructional aids to support users’ learning and
application.

Applications and Usage in Shorthand Learning
The Pitman Dictionary of English and Shorthand New Era serves a pivotal role in
educational contexts and professional shorthand practice. It is widely used by students
enrolled in shorthand courses, particularly those following the Pitman New Era curriculum.
The dictionary helps learners to associate English words with their shorthand symbols, thus
improving speed and accuracy in note-taking. Professionals such as secretaries, court
reporters, and transcriptionists rely on this resource to maintain proficiency and to stay
updated with new vocabulary and shorthand conventions. Moreover, the dictionary aids in
standardizing shorthand transcription, promoting consistency across users.

Educational Tool for Students
Students use the dictionary to memorize shorthand outlines and to understand the phonetic
principles underlying the Pitman system, which enhances their shorthand writing skills.



Professional Reference for Practitioners
Working shorthand users consult the dictionary to resolve ambiguities in shorthand outlines
and to incorporate modern terminology into their notes and transcripts.

Support for Shorthand Training Programs
Institutions offering shorthand training integrate this dictionary into their curriculum as a
foundational text, ensuring students have access to a reliable and comprehensive
shorthand lexicon.

Comparison with Other Shorthand Dictionaries
When compared to other shorthand dictionaries, the Pitman Dictionary of English and
Shorthand New Era distinguishes itself through its thoroughness and alignment with the
Pitman New Era course. While various shorthand systems exist, including Gregg and
Teeline, the Pitman dictionary specifically caters to Pitman shorthand users, offering the
most accurate and standardized shorthand outlines for this system. Other shorthand
dictionaries may focus on different symbol sets or lack updates to modern vocabulary,
giving the Pitman dictionary an advantage in relevance and usability for Pitman shorthand
practitioners.

Scope and Coverage
The Pitman dictionary provides a broader scope of vocabulary and detailed entries than
many alternative shorthand resources, particularly in the context of New Era shorthand
instruction.

System-Specific Adaptations
Unlike more generic shorthand dictionaries, this dictionary is tailored to the specific rules
and modifications of Pitman New Era shorthand, ensuring compatibility with the teaching
methods and materials of that system.

Frequency of Updates
The New Era edition reflects ongoing updates to language and shorthand practices,
whereas some other shorthand dictionaries may remain static without recent revisions.

Contemporary Relevance and Future Prospects
Despite the rise of digital transcription technologies, the Pitman Dictionary of English and
Shorthand New Era maintains significant relevance in shorthand education and practice.



Many institutions continue to teach Pitman shorthand as a valuable skill for rapid note-
taking and professional documentation. The dictionary supports this tradition by providing a
reliable and current reference that adapts to linguistic changes. Looking ahead, the
dictionary may evolve further to incorporate digital formats and interactive learning tools,
enhancing accessibility and user engagement. Its continued adaptation underscores the
enduring importance of Pitman shorthand in various communication fields.

Integration with Digital Learning
Future editions or supplementary materials may feature digital components, such as
searchable databases or mobile applications, to facilitate easier access and practical use of
shorthand entries.

Preserving Shorthand Heritage
The dictionary plays a crucial role in preserving the legacy of Pitman shorthand, ensuring
that new generations of learners can continue to develop and apply this unique writing
system.

Adapting to Modern Communication Needs
By updating vocabulary and shorthand outlines, the dictionary remains aligned with
contemporary communication demands, bridging traditional shorthand methods with
modern language usage.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Pitman Dictionary of English and
Shorthand New Era'?
'The Pitman Dictionary of English and Shorthand New Era' is a comprehensive reference
book that provides definitions of English words alongside their shorthand outlines, designed
to assist shorthand writers and students.

Who authored 'The Pitman Dictionary of English and
Shorthand New Era'?
The dictionary was compiled and published under the Pitman publishing house, well-known
for its shorthand systems, though specific individual authors are often not prominently
credited.



What shorthand system does 'The Pitman Dictionary of
English and Shorthand New Era' use?
The dictionary primarily uses the Pitman shorthand system, a widely recognized and
historic system of shorthand developed by Sir Isaac Pitman.

How is 'The Pitman Dictionary of English and Shorthand
New Era' useful for shorthand learners?
It helps learners by providing both the English word meanings and their corresponding
shorthand outlines, enabling faster learning and reference during transcription.

Is 'The Pitman Dictionary of English and Shorthand New
Era' available in digital format?
While traditionally available in print, some editions or versions of the dictionary may be
available in digital or PDF formats through educational resources or online bookstores.

What makes 'The Pitman Dictionary of English and
Shorthand New Era' different from other shorthand
dictionaries?
Its integration of modern English vocabulary with the New Era edition of Pitman shorthand
makes it especially useful for contemporary users seeking up-to-date shorthand outlines.

Can 'The Pitman Dictionary of English and Shorthand
New Era' be used for professional transcription?
Yes, it is widely used by professional stenographers and transcriptionists who use Pitman
shorthand for accurate and efficient note-taking and transcription.

Where can I purchase 'The Pitman Dictionary of English
and Shorthand New Era'?
The dictionary can be purchased from major bookstores, online retailers like Amazon, or
specialty shops that focus on shorthand and stenography materials.

Does 'The Pitman Dictionary of English and Shorthand
New Era' include updated vocabulary for modern terms?
Yes, the New Era edition includes updated vocabulary and shorthand outlines to reflect
contemporary language usage and new terminology.



Additional Resources
1. The Pitman Companion to English Language and Shorthand
This book serves as an extensive guide complementing the Pitman Dictionary of English
and Shorthand New Era. It offers detailed explanations of shorthand techniques, grammar
rules, and vocabulary enhancements. Ideal for both beginners and advanced learners, it
helps improve shorthand speed and accuracy.

2. Mastering Pitman Shorthand: Techniques and Practice
Focused on practical application, this book breaks down the core principles of Pitman
shorthand. It includes exercises, drills, and real-world transcription examples to build
proficiency. Readers will find step-by-step instructions to master the shorthand alphabet
and common word outlines.

3. English Language Essentials for Shorthand Writers
This title emphasizes the fundamental aspects of English grammar and usage necessary for
shorthand writers. It covers parts of speech, sentence structure, punctuation, and common
pitfalls. The book is designed to strengthen language skills that directly enhance shorthand
transcription quality.

4. Shorthand New Era: A Modern Approach to Pitman
Bridging traditional Pitman shorthand with contemporary usage, this book updates the
system to suit modern communication needs. It explores new vocabulary, digital shorthand
tools, and adaptations for faster writing. The book encourages shorthand learners to
integrate technology while maintaining accuracy.

5. The Pitman Dictionary of English: Comprehensive Edition
An expanded version of the original dictionary, this edition includes new words, phrases,
and contemporary English usage notes. It supports shorthand learners by providing clear
definitions and shorthand outlines for each entry. The dictionary is an indispensable
resource for vocabulary building.

6. Speed Writing with Pitman Shorthand
This book is dedicated to increasing writing speed without sacrificing legibility. It offers
techniques, shortcuts, and timed exercises tailored for Pitman shorthand users. Readers will
gain confidence in taking dictation quickly and efficiently.

7. Practical Shorthand Transcription: Pitman New Era Exercises
Designed as a workbook, this title provides transcription passages, dictation scripts, and
review sections. It focuses on real-life scenarios such as business meetings, interviews, and
lectures. The exercises aim to build transcription accuracy and listening skills.

8. Historical Perspectives on Pitman Shorthand and English Usage
This book explores the development of Pitman shorthand alongside changes in the English
language. It provides context on how shorthand has evolved to meet communication
demands over time. Readers interested in linguistics and shorthand history will find this a
valuable resource.

9. Advanced Pitman Shorthand: Phrases and Special Techniques
Targeted at experienced shorthand writers, this book delves into phraseography, brief
forms, and specialized outlines. It includes tips for legal, medical, and technical



transcription. The advanced techniques presented help users achieve professional-level
shorthand proficiency.
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