the planewalkers handbook

the planewalkers handbook is an essential guide for adventurers and enthusiasts interested in the
expansive multiverse of fantasy role-playing games. This comprehensive manual provides detailed
insights into the mechanics, lore, and strategies involved in traversing various planes of existence.
Whether you are a player seeking to enhance your gameplay or a game master aiming to create
immersive worlds, the planewalkers handbook offers valuable information on planar travel,
creatures, and magic. This article explores the handbook's core features, including its detailed
descriptions of the planes, tools for navigation, and tips for encounters. Additionally, it covers
character options and narrative techniques tailored for planar adventures. The following sections
delve into the contents and applications of the planewalkers handbook, guiding readers through its
multifaceted offerings.

e Overview of the Planewalkers Handbook
e Planar Cosmology and Major Planes

e Planar Travel and Navigation

e Creatures and Factions of the Planes

e Character Options and Abilities

e Adventure Design and Storytelling

Overview of the Planewalkers Handbook

The planewalkers handbook serves as a comprehensive resource for exploring the infinite layers of
the multiverse found within tabletop role-playing games. It consolidates a wealth of information
about different planes, including their environments, inhabitants, and the unique challenges
adventurers face. This handbook is designed to assist both players and game masters by providing a
structured framework for planar adventures. It includes lore, rules, and descriptions that enhance
the gaming experience and inspire creative storytelling. The handbook emphasizes the
interconnectedness of planes and the complexity of traversing these realms safely.

Planar Cosmology and Major Planes

Understanding planar cosmology is fundamental to utilizing the planewalkers handbook effectively.
The multiverse is composed of numerous planes, each with distinct characteristics, laws, and
inhabitants. The handbook categorizes these planes into several major types, providing exhaustive
details on their nature and significance.



Inner Planes

The inner planes consist of elemental and energy planes that form the building blocks of reality.
These include the elemental planes of fire, water, earth, and air, along with positive and negative
energy planes. The handbook describes the environmental conditions, hazards, and native creatures
inhabiting these volatile realms.

Outer Planes

The outer planes represent the realms of alignment and philosophy, often inhabited by powerful
entities and deities. These planes reflect various moral and ethical extremes, such as lawful good,
chaotic evil, and neutrality. The handbook details the landscapes, cultures, and factions found within
these planes, providing lore critical for role-playing and world-building.

The Astral and Ethereal Planes

Serving as conduits between other planes, the astral and ethereal planes are vital for planar travel
and communication. The planewalkers handbook explains their properties, how they connect to
other planes, and the unique phenomena adventurers may encounter while traversing them.

Planar Travel and Navigation

One of the core elements of the planewalkers handbook is its extensive coverage of planar travel
mechanics. Navigating between planes requires specialized knowledge, magical abilities, and
sometimes unique artifacts. The handbook provides detailed rules and guidelines to facilitate
accurate and immersive planar journeys.

Methods of Planar Travel

Various means of planar travel are outlined, including spells, portals, magical items, and natural
phenomena. Each method has specific requirements, risks, and limitations, which are meticulously
explained to enable strategic planning.

Navigation Techniques

Successfully reaching a desired plane or location within a plane demands precise navigation. The
handbook introduces techniques such as using planar compasses, reading ley lines, and interpreting
planar currents. It also discusses the role of planar cartography and mapping tools.

Hazards and Challenges

Planar travel is fraught with dangers ranging from hostile creatures to environmental extremes and
temporal distortions. The planewalkers handbook enumerates common hazards and provides advice



on mitigating risks during interplanar journeys.

Creatures and Factions of the Planes

The multiverse teems with a diverse array of creatures and factions, many of which are unique to
specific planes. The planewalkers handbook catalogues these beings, describing their traits,
motivations, and roles within their respective realms.

Planar Beasts and Entities

From elemental titans to astral travelers, the handbook features a wide spectrum of creatures
encountered across the planes. Each entry includes information on their abilities, behavior, and the
challenges they pose to adventurers.

Factions and Organizations

Various planar factions exert influence over their domains, often engaging in complex political and
cosmic struggles. The handbook explains the goals, hierarchies, and alliances of these groups,
offering rich material for campaign development and character interaction.

e Elemental Cults and Tribes
e Celestial Orders and Infernal Legions
e Planar Guilds and Mercenary Groups

¢ Ancient Cosmic Entities

Character Options and Abilities

The planewalkers handbook expands player options by introducing new character classes, feats,
spells, and abilities tailored for planar adventures. These options enable players to customize their
characters to better navigate and survive the complexities of the multiverse.

Planar-Themed Classes and Subclasses

Specialized classes and subclasses focus on harnessing planar energies or mastering the art of
planewalking. The handbook details their unique features, progression paths, and thematic
elements.



Feats and Skills

New feats and skills provide characters with enhanced capabilities related to planar travel, survival,
and combat. The handbook outlines prerequisites and tactical applications for these options.

Magic Items and Artifacts

Magical items designed for planar exploration are featured prominently. These include items that
facilitate travel, offer protection against planar hazards, or grant abilities derived from specific
planes.

Adventure Design and Storytelling

For game masters, the planewalkers handbook is an invaluable tool for crafting compelling planar
adventures. It offers guidance on integrating planar themes, creating balanced encounters, and
developing narratives that leverage the unique aspects of the multiverse.

Creating Planar Campaigns

The handbook suggests frameworks for campaigns centered around planar exploration, conflict, and
intrigue. It emphasizes the importance of setting, mood, and player engagement in these
otherworldly stories.

Encounter Design

Designing encounters that reflect the distinct challenges and opportunities of different planes is
covered in depth. The handbook advises on balancing encounters with planar hazards, creatures,
and environmental effects.

Incorporating Lore and Themes

Integrating the rich lore and thematic elements of the planes enhances immersion and narrative
depth. The handbook provides tips on weaving planar philosophies, factions, and cosmology into
gameplay.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Planewalker's Handbook'?

'The Planewalker's Handbook' is a comprehensive guidebook for players and Dungeon Masters in
Dungeons & Dragons, focusing on exploring and adventuring across the various planes of existence
in the multiverse.



Which D&D edition is 'The Planewalker's Handbook' designed
for?

'The Planewalker's Handbook' is primarily designed for Dungeons & Dragons 3rd Edition and 3.5
Edition, expanding on the planar aspects introduced in the core rulebooks.

What new content does 'The Planewalker's Handbook'
introduce?

The handbook adds new character options, spells, equipment, and rules specifically tailored for
planar travel, as well as detailed information about various planes, their inhabitants, and planar
hazards.

How does 'The Planewalker's Handbook' enhance planar
campaigns?

‘The Planewalker's Handbook' provides Dungeon Masters with tools and guidance to create
immersive and challenging planar adventures, including unique planar environments, factions, and
adventure hooks.

Can 'The Planewalker's Handbook' be used with other D&D
supplements?

Yes, it complements other D&D supplements, especially those dealing with planar themes such as
the 'Manual of the Planes,' allowing for richer and more diverse gameplay experiences.

Is 'The Planewalker's Handbook' suitable for new players?

While it offers valuable content, 'The Planewalker's Handbook' is best suited for players and DMs
who have a basic understanding of D&D rules and are interested in exploring complex planar
adventures.

Additional Resources

1. Planewalkers Handbook: Expanded Realms

This book serves as a comprehensive expansion to the original Planewalkers Handbook, delving
deeper into the various planes of existence. It introduces new environments, creatures, and planar
hazards, enriching the exploration experience. Players and game masters can find additional rules
for planar travel, survival, and unique planar magic.

2. The Multiverse Codex

The Multiverse Codex is an essential companion for those fascinated by the infinite worlds beyond
the material plane. It details the structure of the multiverse, the factions that inhabit it, and the
cosmic forces at play. The book provides lore and mechanics for interacting with powerful
extraplanar entities and navigating complex planar politics.

3. Gateways and Portals: A Guide to Planar Travel



Focusing on the mechanics and mysteries of planar gateways, this guide offers comprehensive
insights into portal creation, maintenance, and destruction. It explores natural portals, planar
storms, and the risks associated with stepping through unstable gates. Adventurers will find
practical advice on how to harness portals safely or sabotage enemy crossings.

4. Planar Beasts and Denizens

This bestiary compiles a vast array of creatures native to the countless planes of existence. From
ethereal spirits to fiery elementals and shadowy wraiths, each entry includes detailed ecology,
behavior, and combat tactics. The book also offers guidance on how to summon, bind, or
communicate with these beings.

5. Chronicles of the Planewalkers

A narrative-driven book, Chronicles of the Planewalkers shares legendary tales and firsthand
accounts from renowned planewalkers. These stories provide inspiration for campaigns, highlighting
unique challenges and moral dilemmas faced when journeying through the planes. The book also
includes character templates and plot hooks based on these chronicles.

6. Arcane Secrets of the Planes

This tome uncovers the hidden magical traditions and spells that draw power from the multiverse’s
diverse realms. It introduces new schools of magic, planar enchantments, and rituals that bend the
fabric of reality. Spellcasters will find innovative ways to enhance their abilities by tapping into the
essence of different planes.

7. Survival on the Outer Planes

Dedicated to adventurers venturing into the harshest and most alien environments, this guide offers
survival tactics, gear recommendations, and environmental rules. It covers extreme conditions such
as the infernal wastes, endless storms, and void space. The book helps players prepare for the
physical and psychological challenges of planar exploration.

8. The Planar Bestiary Companion

An expanded creature manual that complements Planar Beasts and Denizens, this volume adds rare
and legendary entities encountered across the multiverse. It includes new templates, variants, and
ecological niches to diversify encounters. Game masters can use it to craft memorable battles and
complex social interactions with planar creatures.

9. Artifacts of the Multiverse

Focusing on powerful relics scattered throughout the planes, this book explores artifacts imbued
with cosmic energies. It details their origins, powers, and the dangers they pose to wielders and
worlds alike. Players can discover unique items that grant extraordinary abilities tied to planar
phenomena, along with quests to uncover their secrets.
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