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The Princess and the Queen or Blacks and Greens eBook by George R.R. Martin is a fascinating addition to
the rich tapestry of the A Song of Ice and Fire universe. This novella, originally published in 2013 as part
of the anthology "Dangerous Women," delves into the Targaryen civil war known as the Dance of the
Dragons, which took place around 170 years before the events of Game of Thrones. It offers readers an in-
depth look at the characters, politics, and conflicts that shaped Westeros during this tumultuous time. In this
article, we will explore the intricacies of the story, its characters, themes, and its significance within the
broader context of George R.R. Martin's work.

Overview of the Dance of the Dragons

The Dance of the Dragons is a pivotal moment in Targaryen history, representing the first significant civil
war between the ruling family. This conflict was primarily between two factions:

1. The Blacks: Supporters of Princess Rhaenyra Targaryen, the designated heir to the Iron Throne.
2. The Greens: Supporters of her half-brother, Aegon II Targaryen, who also laid claim to the throne.

Historical Context

The backdrop of "The Princess and the Queen" is essential to understanding the motivations of the
characters involved in this conflict. A few key points include:

- Targaryen Lineage: The Targaryens, known for their dragons and unique heritage, ruled Westeros from
the Iron Throne. Their family dynamics were often complicated by ambition, love, and betrayal.
- The Role of Women: The novella highlights the struggles of women in a patriarchal society, showcasing
Rhaenyra’s fight for her rightful place as queen.
- Dragons as Instruments of War: The presence of dragons not only serves as a symbol of power but also
plays a crucial role in the warfare dynamics of the time.

Main Characters

The novella focuses on several key characters whose actions and decisions significantly impact the outcome
of the civil war.



Princess Rhaenyra Targaryen

Rhaenyra is a complex character who embodies ambition, resilience, and the challenges faced by women in
her position. Her claim to the throne is grounded in her father's wishes, yet she must navigate a world
where her gender is a significant obstacle. Some notable aspects of Rhaenyra include:

- Her Determination: Rhaenyra's unwavering belief in her right to rule drives her actions throughout the
novella.
- Relationships: The political dynamics of her marriages and alliances are crucial in shaping her path to
power.

Aegon II Targaryen

Aegon II represents the traditional view of male succession, challenging Rhaenyra’s claim. His character is
defined by:

- Ambition and Betrayal: Aegon’s desire for the throne leads him to make choices that have devastating
consequences for both himself and others.
- Conflict with Rhaenyra: The rivalry between Aegon and Rhaenyra is marked by brutality and tragedy,
illustrating the lengths they will go to secure their claims.

Supporting Characters

Several other characters play crucial roles in the narrative, including:

- Daemon Targaryen: Rhaenyra’s uncle and husband, whose fierce loyalty and combat skills make him a
prominent figure in the war.
- Otto Hightower: The cunning Hand of the King who plays a significant role in Aegon II’s ascent to
power.
- Ser Criston Cole: A knight whose loyalties shift throughout the conflict, illustrating the fluidity of
alliances during the civil war.

Thematic Elements

The novella explores several themes that resonate throughout George R.R. Martin's works.



Power and Ambition

The struggle for power is a central theme in "The Princess and the Queen." Both Rhaenyra and Aegon II
are willing to go to great lengths, including betrayal and violence, to secure their claims. The story
illustrates how ambition can lead individuals to make morally questionable decisions.

Gender and Society

The novella highlights the limitations imposed on women in a male-dominated society. Rhaenyra’s fight
for the throne serves as a critique of the societal norms that dictate women’s roles. It raises questions about
legitimacy, power, and the capabilities of women in leadership.

Tragedy and Consequence

The Dance of the Dragons is marked by tragedy, with significant losses on both sides. The novella
emphasizes how personal and political decisions can have far-reaching consequences, often leading to the
downfall of characters who once seemed invincible.

Impact on the A Song of Ice and Fire Universe

"The Princess and the Queen" is not just a standalone story; it enriches the lore of Westeros and adds depth
to the Targaryen family saga.

Connection to Game of Thrones

The novella provides context for the Targaryen legacy that is referenced throughout the Game of Thrones
series. Understanding the roots of the Targaryen civil war enhances readers' comprehension of the power
struggles and historical grievances that influence the characters in the main series.

Further Exploration of Targaryen History

The events depicted in the novella have inspired other works, including the upcoming HBO series "House
of the Dragon," which aims to bring the Targaryen saga to life for a new audience. This connection allows
fans to explore the complex history and characters of the Targaryen dynasty in greater detail.



Conclusion

The Princess and the Queen or Blacks and Greens eBook by George R.R. Martin serves as a captivating
exploration of power dynamics, gender roles, and the brutal realities of civil war within the Targaryen
lineage. Through its rich characters and intricate plot, it offers readers a deeper understanding of the
historical context that shapes the world of Westeros. As fans of A Song of Ice and Fire continue to delve
into the complexities of the Targaryen family, this novella stands out as a significant contribution to the
lore, providing both entertainment and insight into the darker aspects of ambition and power.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Princess and the Queen' about?
'The Princess and the Queen' is a novella by George R.R. Martin set in the world of 'A Song of Ice and
Fire', detailing the Targaryen civil war known as the Dance of the Dragons.

How does 'The Princess and the Queen' connect to the main series?
The novella serves as a historical background to the Targaryen family, providing context for the lore and
events referenced in the main series, particularly regarding the Targaryen dragons and their struggles for
power.

What themes are explored in 'The Princess and the Queen'?
Themes of power, betrayal, and the consequences of civil war are central to the narrative, highlighting the
complexities of family loyalty and ambition within the Targaryen dynasty.

Is 'The Princess and the Queen' available as an ebook?
Yes, 'The Princess and the Queen' is available as an ebook and can be purchased through various online
platforms, making it accessible to readers interested in the lore of 'A Song of Ice and Fire'.

What is the significance of the title 'The Princess and the Queen'?
The title refers to the two main characters, Princess Rhaenyra Targaryen and Queen Alicent Hightower,
whose rivalry ignites the Targaryen civil war, symbolizing the struggle for the Iron Throne.

Who are the main characters in 'The Princess and the Queen'?
The novella primarily focuses on Princess Rhaenyra Targaryen and Queen Alicent Hightower, as well as
their supporters and the various factions involved in the Dance of the Dragons.



Does 'The Princess and the Queen' include dragons?
Yes, dragons play a significant role in 'The Princess and the Queen', as they are central to the conflict
between the factions led by Rhaenyra and Alicent, showcasing the destructive power of these creatures.

What can readers expect in terms of writing style in 'The Princess and
the Queen'?
Readers can expect George R.R. Martin's signature writing style, characterized by rich world-building,
complex characters, and intricate political maneuvering, along with vivid descriptions of battles and
dragon-riding.

Are there any illustrations in the ebook version of 'The Princess and the
Queen'?
The ebook version may include illustrations, particularly maps and artwork that enhance the
understanding of the story's setting and characters, although the extent of illustrations can vary by
publisher.
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