the princess and the frog songs lyrics

The Princess and the Frog songs lyrics have captivated audiences since the
film's release in 2009. This animated musical from Disney is notable for its
rich storytelling, vibrant characters, and a soundtrack that beautifully
complements the narrative. Each song serves a purpose, reflecting the
emotions and aspirations of the characters while also enhancing the overall
atmosphere of the movie. In this article, we will explore the song lyrics
from The Princess and the Frog, delving into their meanings, themes, and how
they contribute to the film's message.

Overview of the Film

The Princess and the Frog is set in New Orleans during the 1920s and follows
the journey of Tiana, a hardworking waitress who dreams of opening her own
restaurant. Her life takes a magical turn when she meets Prince Naveen, who
has been transformed into a frog by an evil witch doctor. The film is notable
for being Disney’s first animated film featuring an African American
princess, and it draws heavily on the rich musical heritage of New Orleans
jazz.

Key Songs from the Soundtrack

The soundtrack of The Princess and the Frog features several memorable songs
that not only advance the plot but also develop the characters. Below are
some of the key songs from the film along with brief descriptions of their
significance.

1. "Almost There"

"Almost There" is sung by Tiana as she expresses her dreams and
determination. The lyrics convey her ambition and the hard work she puts into
achieving her goals. This song serves as a pivotal moment in the film,
highlighting Tiana's work ethic and her desire to fulfill her dream of owning
a restaurant.

Key themes:

— Determination
- Hard work

- Aspirations

2. "What Do You Want from Me?"

This song is performed by Prince Naveen in his frog form. It reflects his
frustration and confusion about his current situation after being transformed
into a frog. The lyrics encapsulate his longing for freedom and his desire to
return to his former life.

Key themes:



— Identity
- Longing
- Transformation

3. "Friends on the Other Side"

Performed by Dr. Facilier, the villain of the story, "Friends on the Other
Side" is a jazzy number that introduces the darker elements of the film. The
lyrics reveal Dr. Facilier's manipulative nature and his connection to the
spirit world. This song foreshadows the challenges that Tiana and Naveen will
face.

Key themes:

- Manipulation
- Dark magic

— Consequences

4., "I Know What I Want"

This lively song is sung by Charlotte, Tiana's best friend, showcasing
Charlotte's playful and whimsical character. The lyrics reflect her dreams of
finding a prince and her belief in fairy tale romance. This song contrasts
sharply with Tiana’s grounded ambitions.

Key themes:
— Romance

— Dreams

- Friendship

5. "Dig a Little Deeper"

This song is performed by Mama Odie and her alligator sidekick, Louis. The
lyrics encourage Tiana and Naveen to look beyond the surface and discover
their true selves. It emphasizes the importance of self-awareness and
understanding one's inner desires.

Key themes:

- Self-discovery
— Inner strength
— Wisdom

6. "When We're Human"

"When We're Human" is a hopeful song sung by Tiana, Naveen, and Louis. The
lyrics express their longing to become human again, emphasizing themes of
hope and friendship. This song represents a turning point in the film, as the
characters come together in solidarity.

Key themes:
— Hope
— Friendship



— Transformation

7. "Never Knew I Needed"

This song is featured in the film's closing credits and is performed by Ne-
Yo. The lyrics articulate the feelings of love and realization that Tiana and
Naveen experience throughout their journey. It serves as a beautiful
conclusion to their story, highlighting the themes of love and partnership.

Key themes:

- Love

- Realization
— Partnership

Thematic Analysis of the Songs

The songs in The Princess and the Frog not only entertain but also convey
deeper meanings and themes. Here are some key thematic analyses of the
soundtrack:

Dreams and Aspirations

Throughout the film, the theme of dreams and ambitions is prevalent. Tiana's
relentless pursuit of her restaurant dream is echoed in her song "Almost
There." The lyrics highlight the importance of hard work and dedication,
serving as an inspiration for viewers to chase their dreams.

Identity and Transformation

The concept of transformation is central to the film's plot, particularly in
the songs "What Do You Want from Me?" and "Dig a Little Deeper." These songs
explore the characters' struggles with their identities, both as frogs and as
individuals. The lyrics serve as a reminder that true change comes from
within, emphasizing self-awareness and understanding.

Friendship and Love

The evolving relationship between Tiana and Naveen is beautifully captured in
songs like "When We're Human" and "Never Knew I Needed." The lyrics reflect
their growth as individuals and as a couple, showcasing the importance of
love, support, and companionship in overcoming life's challenges.

Cultural Influences in the Music

The music in The Princess and the Frog is deeply influenced by the rich
musical traditions of New Orleans. The incorporation of jazz, blues, and



gospel elements not only enhances the film's setting but also pays homage to
the cultural heritage of the region. The lively rhythms and soulful melodies
resonate with the film's themes, creating an immersive experience for the
audience.

Jazz and Blues Elements

The soundtrack features a variety of jazz and blues influences, particularly
in songs like "Friends on the Other Side" and "Dig a Little Deeper." These
genres capture the spirit of New Orleans and contribute to the film's vibrant
atmosphere. The lyrics often reflect the improvisational nature of jazz,
making the music feel dynamic and alive.

Gospel Influences

Gospel music plays a significant role in conveying themes of hope and
redemption. This is evident in songs like "When We're Human," where the
uplifting lyrics encourage the characters to believe in themselves and their
dreams. The gospel influences add a layer of emotional depth to the
narrative, resonating with audiences on a personal level.

Conclusion

The songs from The Princess and the Frog are more than just catchy tunes;
they are integral to the storytelling and character development within the
film. Through their lyrics, themes of dreams, identity, friendship, and love
are explored, making the soundtrack a vital component of the overall
narrative. By blending cultural influences and musical styles, the film
celebrates the rich heritage of New Orleans while delivering a timeless
message about self-discovery and the power of dreams. Whether you are a fan
of Disney or simply appreciate good music, the songs from The Princess and
the Frog are sure to leave a lasting impression.

Frequently Asked Questions

What themes are explored in the songs from 'The
Princess and the Frog'?

The songs explore themes of dreams, love, perseverance, and the importance of
staying true to oneself.

Who wrote the songs for 'The Princess and the Frog'?

The songs were written by Randy Newman, who is known for his work in wvarious
Pixar films as well.



What is the most popular song from 'The Princess and
the Frog'?

'Almost There' is often considered the most popular song, showcasing Tiana's
determination to achieve her dreams.

Are there any songs in 'The Princess and the Frog'
that reference New Orleans jazz?

Yes, many songs incorporate elements of New Orleans jazz, reflecting the
film's vibrant setting and culture.

What is the significance of the song 'Down in New
Orleans'?

This song introduces the audience to the film's setting and captures the
lively spirit of New Orleans, setting the tone for the adventure.

Do the songs in 'The Princess and the Frog'
contribute to character development?

Yes, the songs help to deepen our understanding of the characters,
particularly their aspirations and emotional Jjourneys.

How did 'The Princess and the Frog' songs impact
Disney's musical legacy?

The songs are celebrated for their return to traditional Disney musical
storytelling, blending classic styles with modern influences.
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