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The Princess Bride Behind the Scenes

The Princess Bride, a beloved film that blends adventure, romance, and humor, has captivated audiences
since its release in 1987. Directed by Rob Reiner and based on the novel by William Goldman, the movie
has become a cult classic, cherished for its memorable lines, quirky characters, and enchanting story.
However, the magic of The Princess Bride extends beyond its charming narrative; the behind-the-scenes
efforts shaped its success and contributed significantly to its lasting appeal. This article delves into the
fascinating aspects of the making of The Princess Bride, exploring the creative processes, challenges faced,
and the anecdotes that have become part of the film's rich history.

Development and Pre-Production

The journey of The Princess Bride began long before cameras started rolling. The film's origins can be
traced back to William Goldman's 1973 novel of the same name. Goldman's unique blend of fairy tale
elements with a modern sensibility caught the attention of Hollywood, but adapting the book for the big
screen was no simple task.

William Goldman’s Vision

William Goldman not only wrote the novel but also adapted it into the screenplay. His vision was to create
a film that maintained the humor and wit of the original text while making it accessible to a wider
audience. Goldman famously stated, "The book is a very different animal," highlighting his approach to the
adaptation process.

- Key changes made in the adaptation:
- Condensed characters and plots to fit the film's runtime.
- Altered the narrative structure, incorporating the "story within a story" element.
- Added comedic elements that were not as prominent in the book.

Rob Reiner’s Directorial Approach

When Rob Reiner was approached to direct the film, he was initially hesitant. However, after reading
Goldman's screenplay, he was captivated. Reiner’s vision emphasized the film's tone—balancing adventure
and romance with a strong undercurrent of humor. He wanted to create a film that could be enjoyed by
both children and adults, making it a family classic.



- Reiner's directorial style included:
- Using naturalistic performances to enhance the comedic aspects.
- Implementing a playful tone that appealed to audiences of all ages.
- Encouraging actors to improvise, leading to some of the film's most iconic moments.

Casting the Characters

One of the film’s greatest strengths is its ensemble cast, each actor bringing a unique flair to their roles. The
casting process was integral to the film’s success, as the chemistry between the characters played a crucial
role in bringing the story to life.

Iconic Roles and Casting Choices

- Buttercup: Robin Wright was cast as the beautiful and strong-willed Buttercup. At the time, she was
relatively unknown, but her performance resonated with audiences, making her an iconic figure in film
history.
- Westley: Cary Elwes portrayed Westley, the dashing hero. His charm and wit captured the essence of
the character, and his commitment to the role was evident in his performance.
- Inigo Montoya: Mandy Patinkin’s portrayal of Inigo Montoya became legendary, particularly his line,
“Hello, my name is Inigo Montoya. You killed my father. Prepare to die.” His dedication to the character
and his backstory added depth to the film.
- Vizzini: Wallace Shawn brought his unique comedic timing to the role of Vizzini, the clever Sicilian who
famously declares, “Inconceivable!” His performance added a layer of humor that complemented the film's
tone.

The Importance of Chemistry

The chemistry between the main characters was vital for the film’s success. Reiner encouraged actors to
spend time together off-screen to build authentic relationships. This approach contributed to the palpable
connection between the characters, particularly between Wright and Elwes, whose on-screen romance
became one of the film’s highlights.

Filming Locations and Set Design

The Princess Bride was filmed in various picturesque locations, primarily in and around the beautiful
landscapes of Pennsylvania. The choice of locations added to the film's fairy tale aesthetic and provided a



stunning backdrop for the story.

Key Filming Locations

1. Ligonier Valley, Pennsylvania: The breathtaking scenery of the valley served as the backdrop for many
outdoor scenes, including the iconic Cliffs of Insanity.
2. The Forest of Enchantment: Numerous scenes were filmed in the forests surrounding Ligonier, which
provided an enchanting atmosphere for the film's adventure sequences.
3. The Castle: The castle scenes were filmed at the historic Hohenzollern Castle in Germany, contributing
to the film's fairy tale quality.

Set Design and Costumes

The film's production team paid meticulous attention to set design and costumes to create an immersive
world.

- Set design highlights:
- The contrast between the various kingdoms showcased in the film, such as Florin and Guilder.
- The use of practical effects to bring the fantasy elements to life.
- Costume design:
- The costumes were designed by Phyllis Dalton, who aimed to reflect the characters' personalities and
status through their attire, enhancing the storytelling.

Special Effects and Stunts

The Princess Bride is renowned for its unique blend of practical effects, stunts, and clever filmmaking
techniques. The film’s special effects team, led by Michael Westmore, crafted memorable moments that
contributed to its charm.

Innovative Techniques

1. The Cliffs of Insanity: The iconic scene where Westley climbs the Cliffs of Insanity used a combination of
practical effects and camera angles to create the illusion of height.
2. R.O.U.S. (Rodents of Unusual Size): The R.O.U.S. were created using animatronics and puppetry, adding
a whimsical touch to the film.
3. The Fire Swamp: The fire effects in the Fire Swamp were achieved using practical effects, enhancing



the danger and excitement of the scene.

Stunt Coordination

The film's action sequences, including the memorable sword fights, were expertly choreographed by stunt
coordinator Bob Anderson. Anderson, a renowned swordsman, worked closely with the actors to create
realistic and engaging fight scenes.

- Notable stunts included:
- The duel between Inigo and the six-fingered man, which showcased both choreography and character
development.
- The impressive acrobatics performed by the stunt doubles, particularly during the chase scenes.

Post-Production and Reception

After filming wrapped, the post-production process began, including editing, music scoring, and sound
design. The film's release was met with mixed reviews initially but has since grown to become a beloved
classic.

Editing and Music

The editing team, led by Robert Leighton, worked meticulously to ensure the film flowed seamlessly.
Coupled with the iconic score composed by Mark Knopfler, the film's soundtrack added depth and emotion
to key scenes.

Legacy and Cult Status

While The Princess Bride did not achieve immediate box office success, it gained popularity through home
video releases and television broadcasts. Over the years, it has been embraced by fans, leading to numerous
references in popular culture and a dedicated fan base.

- Key reasons for its enduring popularity:
- Timeless themes of love, adventure, and friendship.
- Memorable quotes and lines that have become part of pop culture.
- The film's ability to appeal to multiple generations.



Conclusion

The Princess Bride remains a testament to the power of storytelling, creativity, and collaboration in film.
The behind-the-scenes efforts of the cast and crew transformed William Goldman's imaginative vision into
a cinematic masterpiece. From the casting choices to the innovative effects, every aspect contributed to the
film's enduring legacy. Today, The Princess Bride continues to enchant audiences, proving that true love
and adventure are timeless themes that resonate across generations. As fans revisit this classic, they can
appreciate not only the magic on screen but also the incredible journey behind the scenes that brought it to
life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the original budget for The Princess Bride?
The original budget for The Princess Bride was approximately $16 million.

Which actor almost didn't get the role of Westley?
Cary Elwes almost didn't get the role of Westley, as he was initially considered too inexperienced for the
part.

How did Rob Reiner approach the casting of the film?
Rob Reiner wanted to cast actors who could bring both comedic and dramatic elements to their roles,
leading to a diverse ensemble.

What unique filming technique was used for the sword fighting scenes?
The sword fighting scenes were choreographed by Bob Anderson, a former Olympic fencer, who used a
combination of classical fencing techniques and theatrical flair.

Did the cast members perform their own stunts?
Many of the cast members, including Cary Elwes and Mandy Patinkin, performed their own stunts, with
extensive training for the sword fights.

What influence did the book have on the film's script?
William Goldman's original novel was adapted by him into the screenplay, maintaining much of the book's
humor and narrative style.



How did the film's reception change over time?
Initially, The Princess Bride was a modest box office success, but it gained cult status over the years,
becoming beloved by audiences.

What was the significance of the 'Inconceivable!' line?
The line 'Inconceivable!' became iconic, largely due to the performance of actor Wallace Shawn, who
repeated it throughout the film.

How did the filming locations contribute to the film's charm?
The picturesque filming locations, including the cliffs of Big Sur and the forests of Wales, added a fairy tale
quality that complemented the story's whimsical nature.
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