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The Rainbow Serpent is a beautiful and powerful figure in Aboriginal
Australian mythology. This ancient tale is not just a story; it’s a part of
the culture, beliefs, and identity of many Aboriginal people. It teaches
important lessons about nature, respect, and the interconnectedness of all
living things. In this article, we will explore the Rainbow Serpent story,
its characters, significance, and the lessons children can learn from it.

Introduction to the Rainbow Serpent

The Rainbow Serpent is often depicted as a large, colorful snake that moves
through the land, creating rivers, mountains, and valleys. It is a symbol of
life, fertility, and the connection between the earth and the sky. In many
Aboriginal cultures, the Rainbow Serpent is considered a creator being,
responsible for shaping the world and providing sustenance to all living
creatures.

The Story of the Rainbow Serpent

Once upon a time, in the beginning of the world, the land was barren and dry.
There were no rivers, no trees, and no animals. The sky was empty, and the
sun beat down relentlessly.

One day, as the sun began to rise, the Rainbow Serpent awakened from a long
sleep. Stretching its colorful body, the serpent slithered through the land,
leaving a trail of vibrant colors behind. Wherever the Rainbow Serpent moved,
life began to flourish.

The Creation of Water and Life

As the Rainbow Serpent traveled, it created rivers and streams with its
powerful movements. The water flowed and filled the land, bringing life to
the barren earth.

- Rivers: The serpent's movements carved out paths for rivers to flow,
providing water for plants and animals.

- Mountains: As it twisted and turned, it formed mountains and hills,
creating a varied landscape.

- Plants and Animals: With the arrival of water, plants began to grow, and
animals emerged. Birds flew in the sky, kangaroos hopped across the plains,



and fish swam in the rivers.

The Rainbow Serpent was pleased to see the world come alive. It danced
joyfully through the water, creating rainbows in the sky, which filled the
hearts of all creatures with joy and wonder.

The Importance of Balance

As the Rainbow Serpent continued its journey, it noticed that the animals
were not living in harmony. They fought over food and water, and some animals
began to harm others. The Rainbow Serpent realized that balance was essential
for the survival of all creatures.

To restore balance, the Rainbow Serpent called a meeting of all the animals.
It spoke to them about the importance of living together peacefully:

- Sharing Resources: The Rainbow Serpent taught them to share food and water.
- Respecting Each Other: The animals learned to respect each other’s space
and needs.

- Working Together: The Rainbow Serpent encouraged them to work together to
find solutions to their problems.

The animals listened carefully, and with the guidance of the Rainbow Serpent,
they began to change their ways. They learned to live in harmony, and the
land thrived.

The Lessons of the Rainbow Serpent

The story of the Rainbow Serpent is rich with lessons that are important for
children to learn. Here are some key takeaways:

1. Respect for Nature

The Rainbow Serpent teaches us to respect the earth and all living creatures.
Just as the serpent shaped the land, we have the power to protect our
environment. By caring for nature, we ensure that it continues to provide for
us and future generations.

2. Importance of Community

The story emphasizes the importance of community and cooperation. When the
animals worked together and respected each other, the land flourished.
Children can learn that by helping one another and understanding each other’s



differences, we can create a better world.

3. Balance in Life

The need for balance is a central theme in the story. Just as the Rainbow
Serpent restored balance among the animals, children can learn that balance
is essential in their own lives. This includes balancing work and play, as
well as taking care of their physical and emotional well-being.

4. Creativity and Imagination

The Rainbow Serpent is a symbol of creativity and imagination. Its colorful
presence reminds children to embrace their creativity and express themselves
in unique ways. Whether through art, music, or storytelling, children can
find joy in exploring their imagination.

Activities Inspired by the Rainbow Serpent
Story

To help children engage with the story and its lessons, here are some fun
activities:

1. Art Project: Create Your Own Rainbow Serpent

Materials Needed:

- Colored paper

- Markers or crayons
- Glue

- Scissors

Instructions:

1. Cut out a large snake shape from the colored paper.

2. Use markers or crayons to decorate your serpent with vibrant colors.

3. Create a background scene that represents the land, rivers, and animals
that the Rainbow Serpent created.

4. Share your artwork with friends and family, explaining the story behind
it.

2. Nature Walk

Take a walk in a local park or nature reserve. As you explore, encourage



children to observe the plants, animals, and water sources around them.
Discuss how the Rainbow Serpent might have created these elements and how we
can protect them.

3. Storytelling Circle

Gather children in a circle and tell them the Rainbow Serpent story.
Afterward, invite them to share their own stories or creations inspired by
the Rainbow Serpent. This activity encourages creativity and boosts
confidence in public speaking.

Conclusion

The Rainbow Serpent story is a timeless tale that carries important messages
about respect, community, balance, and creativity. By sharing this story with
children, we help them understand the significance of nature and the
importance of living in harmony with one another.

As the Rainbow Serpent continues to dance across the land, creating rainbows
and bringing life, may we all learn from its wisdom and strive to make our
world a better place. Remember, just like the Rainbow Serpent, we all have
the power to create and nurture our environment, fostering a future filled
with joy and connection.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Rainbow Serpent story about?

The Rainbow Serpent story is a creation myth from Aboriginal culture that
tells how the Rainbow Serpent shaped the land, created rivers and mountains,
and gave life to plants and animals.

Why is the Rainbow Serpent important in Aboriginal
culture?

The Rainbow Serpent is important in Aboriginal culture as a symbol of
creation and fertility. It represents the connection between people, the
land, and the water, and teaches respect for nature.

How does the Rainbow Serpent help children learn
about nature?

The Rainbow Serpent story helps children understand the importance of nature



by showing how the serpent created and nurtured the environment, encouraging
them to respect and protect the world around them.

What lessons can children learn from the Rainbow
Serpent story?

Children can learn lessons about harmony, respect for nature, the importance
of community, and the idea that all living things are connected through the
Rainbow Serpent story.

Are there different versions of the Rainbow Serpent
story?

Yes, there are many different versions of the Rainbow Serpent story across
various Aboriginal tribes, each with unique elements but generally sharing
themes of creation and connection to the land.
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