
the rankin family album

The Rankin Family Album is a remarkable musical collection that showcases the unique blend of folk, pop,
and traditional Canadian music. The Rankin Family, hailing from Cape Breton, Nova Scotia, rose to
prominence in the 1990s and has been celebrated for their harmonious vocals and rich storytelling. This
article delves into the history of the Rankin Family, the significance of their album, notable tracks, and
their enduring legacy in the music industry.

History of the Rankin Family

The Rankin Family, composed of siblings Cookie, Raylene, Heather, John, and Jimmy Rankin, was formed
in the late 1980s. They drew inspiration from their Cape Breton roots, where traditional music was an
integral part of the culture.

Early Beginnings

- Cultural Heritage: The Rankin siblings grew up in a family that valued music, often gathering to play
and sing traditional songs.
- First Performances: Their first public performances were at local events and festivals, where they
quickly gained recognition for their vocal harmonies and engaging stage presence.

Rise to Fame

- Debut Album: The group's self-titled debut album was released in 1989, featuring a mix of original songs
and traditional tunes.
- Breakthrough: Their second album, "Fare Thee Well Love," released in 1990, marked their
breakthrough, earning them several awards and a devoted fan base.

The Significance of The Rankin Family Album

The Rankin Family Album, released in 1994, is a cornerstone of the group's discography. It represents a
pivotal moment in their career, capturing the essence of their sound and the cultural richness of Cape
Breton music.



Musical Style and Themes

The album features a mix of:

- Traditional Folk: Drawing from the rich history of Celtic music, the Rankins incorporate traditional
instruments like fiddles and accordions.
- Contemporary Pop: Their sound also includes modern pop influences, making their music accessible to a
broader audience.
- Lyrical Content: The themes of love, loss, and longing resonate throughout their songs, often reflecting
personal and regional stories.

Production and Collaboration

- Producers: The album was produced by the renowned Canadian musician and producer, Bruce Guthro,
who helped shape the band's sound.
- Collaborations: The Rankin Family collaborated with several talented musicians, enriching their music
with diverse influences.

Notable Tracks from the Album

The album features several standout tracks that have become fan favorites and staples in their live
performances.

1. "North Country"

This song is a soulful ballad that embodies the spirit of Cape Breton. It reflects themes of nostalgia and
longing for home, making it relatable to many listeners.

2. "Looking for a Place"

A poignant track that explores the search for belonging and identity. Its heartfelt lyrics and melodic
structure resonate deeply with fans.



3. "We Rise Again"

A powerful anthem about resilience and hope, "We Rise Again" has become synonymous with the Rankin
Family's message of strength in the face of adversity.

4. "You Feel the Same Way"

This upbeat song showcases the family’s harmonious vocals and is a celebration of love and connection, often
leaving audiences in high spirits.

5. "The River"

This track is a beautiful metaphor for life’s journey, with rich imagery and a haunting melody that lingers
long after listening.

The Rankin Family's Impact on Canadian Music

The Rankin Family has significantly influenced Canadian music, particularly in the realms of folk and
traditional genres.

Revival of Traditional Music

- Cultural Preservation: The Rankin Family has played a crucial role in preserving and promoting Cape
Breton music, bringing it to national and international audiences.
- Inspiration for New Artists: Their success has inspired a new generation of musicians who are drawn to
traditional sounds and storytelling.

Award Recognition

Throughout their career, the Rankin Family has received numerous accolades, including:

- Juno Awards: The group has won several Juno Awards, recognizing their contributions to Canadian
music.
- East Coast Music Awards: They have been honored multiple times at these awards, celebrating their



regional impact.

Legacy and Reunion

Despite facing personal and professional challenges, including the untimely passing of family member John
Rankin in 2009, the Rankin Family has continued to perform and record music. Their legacy endures
through their recordings and the impact they've had on the music community.

Reunion Tours

- Recent Performances: The Rankin Family has reunited for special performances and tours, showcasing
their timeless music and reconnecting with fans.
- Tribute to John: These reunions often serve as a tribute to John Rankin, whose spirit and contributions
are felt in their music.

Continuing Influence

The Rankin Family's music continues to influence artists across genres, and their songs remain a beloved
part of the Canadian musical landscape. They are often featured in festivals, cultural events, and educational
programs that highlight the importance of preserving traditional music.

Conclusion

The Rankin Family Album stands as a testament to the power of music in bridging gaps between
generations and cultures. Through their harmonious vocals, engaging storytelling, and commitment to
their Cape Breton roots, the Rankin Family has carved out a unique place in the world of music. Their
contributions not only celebrate their heritage but also inspire countless others to embrace and share their
stories through song. As they continue to perform and connect with audiences, the Rankin Family remains
a cherished symbol of Canadian music, an enduring source of pride for their fans and their homeland.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is 'The Rankin Family Album'?
The Rankin Family Album is a compilation of music by the Canadian folk group The Rankin Family,
known for their blend of traditional Celtic music and contemporary folk.

When was 'The Rankin Family Album' released?
The album was released in 1990 and includes some of the group's most popular tracks.

Who are the members of The Rankin Family?
The Rankin Family consists of siblings Raylene, Cookie, Heather, and their brothers, John and Angus.

What genre of music does 'The Rankin Family Album' represent?
The album primarily features folk and country music, with strong Celtic influences.

What are some notable songs from 'The Rankin Family Album'?
Some notable songs from the album include 'Fare Thee Well Love' and 'North Country.'

How did 'The Rankin Family Album' impact Canadian music?
The album played a significant role in popularizing East Coast Canadian music and helped to bring
traditional folk music to a wider audience.

Did 'The Rankin Family Album' receive any awards?
Yes, The Rankin Family received several awards, including Juno Awards for their contributions to
Canadian music.

Is 'The Rankin Family Album' still relevant today?
Yes, the album continues to resonate with fans of folk music and is celebrated for its authentic sound and
storytelling.
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