the rape of nanking by iris chang

the rape of nanking by iris chang is a seminal historical work that exposes the tragic
events that unfolded during the Japanese invasion

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Iris Chang and what is her connection to The
Rape of Nanking?

Iris Chang was an American author and journalist who wrote the book 'The Rape of
Nanking,' which documents the atrocities committed by the Japanese army during the 1937
Nanking Massacre.

What is the main focus of Iris Chang's book The Rape of
Nanking?
The book focuses on the brutal mass murder and rape committed by Japanese soldiers in

the Chinese city of Nanking (Nanjing) in 1937, providing detailed accounts and survivor
testimonies.

Why is The Rape of Nanking by Iris Chang considered
an important historical work?

It brought widespread international attention to the Nanking Massacre, a previously
underreported atrocity, and helped to raise awareness about the horrors of war crimes and
the importance of historical memory.

How did Iris Chang research for her book The Rape of
Nanking?
Iris Chang conducted extensive research by examining historical documents, survivor

interviews, military records, and testimonies from both Chinese victims and Japanese
perpetrators.

What impact did The Rape of Nanking have after its
publication?

The book sparked renewed discussions on war crimes, influenced academic research, and
led to increased recognition of the massacre, although it also faced criticism and denial
from some groups.



Are there any criticisms or controversies related to The
Rape of Nanking by Iris Chang?

Some critics have questioned the accuracy of certain details and accused the book of being
emotionally charged, while others have debated the extent of the atrocities described;
however, it remains a significant work in Holocaust and war crime literature.

Additional Resources

1. The Rape of Nanking: The Forgotten Holocaust of World War Il by Iris Chang

This seminal work by Iris Chang brought widespread attention to the atrocities committed
during the Japanese occupation of Nanking in 1937. It provides a detailed and harrowing
account of the massacre, including personal testimonies and historical analysis. The book is
credited with raising global awareness about this overlooked chapter of World War Il
history.

2. Forgotten Ally: China's World War Il, 1937-1945 by Rana Mitter

Rana Mitter explores China's role and suffering during World War II, with significant focus on
the Nanking Massacre. The book contextualizes the event within the broader Sino-Japanese
conflict and highlights the political and social impact on China. It offers a balanced narrative
that combines military history with human stories.

3. The Nanjing Massacre: A Japanese Journalist Confronts Japan's National Shame by Honda
Katsuichi

This book by Honda Katsuichi, a Japanese journalist, investigates the Nanjing Massacre
through interviews with survivors and perpetrators. It is one of the earliest works to break
the silence in Japan about the atrocities. Honda's reporting helped ignite public debate and
reflection on Japan's wartime actions.

4. China’s War with Japan, 1937-1945: The Struggle for Survival by Rana Mitter

Another authoritative account by Rana Mitter, this book delves into the broader conflict
between China and Japan during the Second Sino-Japanese War. It provides context for the
Nanking Massacre and explores the political, social, and military dimensions of the war. The
narrative emphasizes Chinese resilience and the complexity of the war’s legacy.

5. Eyewitness to Massacre: American Missionaries Bear Witness to Japanese Atrocities in
Nanjing by James Yin

This compilation presents firsthand accounts from American missionaries who were in
Nanking during the massacre. Their testimonies provide vivid and personal perspectives on
the violence and humanitarian crisis. The book highlights the role of foreign witnesses in
documenting the atrocities.

6. Japan’s Imperial Conspiracy by David Bergamini

Bergamini examines the political and military strategies behind Japan's imperial expansion,
including the events leading to the Nanking Massacre. The book discusses how Japanese
leadership orchestrated aggressive campaigns in Asia. It offers insight into the ideological
and strategic motivations for Japan's wartime actions.

7. The Good Man of Nanking: The Diaries of John Rabe edited by Erwin Wickert



This collection features the diaries of John Rabe, a German businessman who helped
establish a safety zone to protect Chinese civilians during the massacre. His writings
provide a unique and compassionate perspective on the horrors he witnessed. The book
sheds light on efforts to save lives amidst the chaos.

8. Unit 731: Testimony by Hal Gold

While focused primarily on Japan’s notorious biological warfare unit, this book touches on
the broader context of Japanese atrocities in China, including the Nanking Massacre. It
includes survivor testimonies and historical records that reveal the extent of Japanese war
crimes. The book complements studies of the Nanking Massacre by illustrating the broader
pattern of Japanese military brutality.

9. China’s Nanjing Massacre: Memory and Healing by Joshua A. Fogel

Fogel explores how the memory of the Nanjing Massacre has been preserved, contested,
and memorialized in China and internationally. The book discusses the political and cultural
challenges in commemorating the event. It offers insights into the lasting impact of the
massacre on Chinese identity and Sino-Japanese relations.
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