the real cyrano de bergerac

The real Cyrano de Bergerac is a fascinating figure whose life and works have
often been overshadowed by the romanticized character created by Edmond
Rostand in his famous play. The historical Cyrano de Bergerac was a French
writer and philosopher known for his satirical wit and contributions to early
science fiction. This article aims to explore the life, works, and enduring
legacy of the real Cyrano de Bergerac, shedding light on the man behind the
myth.

Who Was Cyrano de Bergerac?

Hercule-Savinien de Cyrano de Bergerac was born on March 6, 1619, in Paris,
France. He belonged to a noble family, but his life was marked by a series of
personal and professional challenges that shaped his identity as a writer and
thinker.

Early Life

Cyrano was educated at the Lycée de Beauvais, where he developed a keen
interest in literature, philosophy, and science. His family background
afforded him certain privileges, but his appearance—specifically, an enlarged
nose—became a source of insecurity and mockery throughout his life. Despite
this, he cultivated a reputation for being a brave and skilled swordsman,
engaging in numerous duels.

Military Service and Personal Struggles

Cyrano served in the French army during the Thirty Years' War, where he
fought wvaliantly. This military experience not only honed his skills in
combat but also exposed him to diverse ideas and philosophies. After
returning to civilian life, he faced a series of personal challenges,
including the death of his family members and struggles with love and loss,
which deeply influenced his writing.

The Literary Contributions of Cyrano de
Bergerac

Cyrano de Bergerac is best known for his works that blend satire, philosophy,
and early science fiction. His most notable literary contributions include:

1. "L'Autre Monde" (The Other World)

Written in two parts and published in 1650 and 1668, "L'Autre Monde" 1is
perhaps his most famous work. It is a satirical exploration of utopian
societies, where Cyrano critiques the social and political norms of his time.



— Themes:

- Astronomy and Cosmology: Cyrano imagines a journey to the moon and the sun,
discussing the implications of extraterrestrial life.

— Satire of Society: He uses absurdity to critique the flaws of 17th-century
French society, including the church and the monarchy.

2. "Le Pédant joué" (The Pedant Played)

This comedic play targets pedantry and the pretentiousness of certain
intellectuals. Cyrano's sharp wit and humor shine through, making it a
notable contribution to French literature.

3. "La Mort d'Agrippine" (The Death of Agrippina)

A tragic play that showcases Cyrano's ability to engage with serious themes,
this work explores the complexities of love, power, and betrayal in ancient
Rome.

Philosophical Beliefs

Cyrano de Bergerac was not just a writer; he was also a philosopher whose
ideas were ahead of his time. His thoughts on religion, science, and human
nature are still relevant today.

1. Skepticism of Religion

Cyrano's views on religion were controversial, as he often challenged the
dogmas of the church. He believed in the importance of reason and empirical
evidence over blind faith. His skepticism is evident in his writings, where
he often questions the validity of religious beliefs and practices.

2. Advocacy for Science and Reason

Cyrano was an early advocate for scientific inquiry and rational thought. He
promoted the idea that humanity should rely on observation and
experimentation rather than tradition and superstition. This emphasis on
science would later resonate with Enlightenment thinkers.

3. Exploration of Individualism

Cyrano's works reflect a deep appreciation for individualism and the human
spirit. He championed the idea that individuals should pursue their passions
and beliefs, even in the face of societal norms or expectations.



The Myth vs. The Man: Cyrano in Popular Culture

The character of Cyrano de Bergerac, as depicted by Edmond Rostand in his
1897 play, has become a symbol of unrequited love and the struggle for self-
acceptance. The play's romanticized portrayal of Cyrano has led to a
significant divergence from the real man's life and beliefs.

1. The Influence of Rostand's Play

Rostand's interpretation of Cyrano emphasizes his unrequited love for Roxane
and his poetic eloquence, which contrasts sharply with the more cynical and
satirical nature of the historical figure. The play has led to numerous
adaptations in film, theater, and literature, cementing Cyrano's status as a
romantic hero.

2. Film Adaptations

Several film adaptations have further popularized the character, with notable
versions including:

- "Cyrano de Bergerac" (1990): Starring Gérard Depardieu, this film received
critical acclaim for its faithful representation of Rostand's play.

— "Roxanne" (1987): A modern retelling starring Steve Martin, which brings a
comedic twist to the classic tale.

3. The Enduring Legacy

The legacy of Cyrano de Bergerac extends beyond Rostand's play. His original
works have inspired countless writers and thinkers, and his ideas about
individualism, skepticism, and science continue to resonate in contemporary
discussions.

Conclusion

The real Cyrano de Bergerac was a complex individual whose life was marked by
contradictions and struggles. His contributions to literature and philosophy
have left an indelible mark on French culture and beyond. While the
romanticized character created by Rostand has captivated audiences for over a
century, it is essential to remember the man behind the myth—the satirist,
philosopher, and early advocate for science whose ideas challenged the status
quo of his time.

In exploring the true Cyrano de Bergerac, we gain insight into the social and
intellectual currents of 17th-century France while also recognizing the
timeless themes of love, identity, and the pursuit of knowledge that continue
to resonate today. The legacy of this remarkable figure serves as a reminder
that the complexities of human experience often transcend the boundaries of
time and culture.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the real Cyrano de Bergerac?

The real Cyrano de Bergerac was Hercule-Savinien de Cyrano de Bergerac, a
French writer and philosopher born in 1619, known for his satirical works and
explorations of science and philosophy.

What are some notable works of Cyrano de Bergerac?

His most notable works include 'A Voyage to the Moon' and 'A Voyage to the
Sun', which are considered early examples of science fiction.

How did Cyrano de Bergerac influence literature?

Cyrano de Bergerac's blend of satire and science fiction influenced later
writers, paving the way for works in both genres, including those of Jules
Verne and H.G. Wells.

What themes are prevalent in Cyrano de Bergerac's
writings?

Key themes in his writings include the critique of societal norms, the nature
of love, and the conflict between reason and imagination.

Did Cyrano de Bergerac have a real-life romance
similar to the one depicted in the play?

While Cyrano had romantic interests, his real-life relationships were less
dramatic than the fictional love story depicted in Edmond Rostand's play
'Cyrano de Bergerac'.

What was Cyrano de Bergerac's stance on religion and
philosophy?

Cyrano was known for his skeptical views on religion and his advocacy for
rational thought, often challenging the dogmatic beliefs of his time.

How did Cyrano de Bergerac's life end?

Cyrano de Bergerac died in 1655, likely from injuries sustained in a duel,
although some accounts suggest he may have succumbed to other causes.

Is the character of Cyrano in Rostand's play based on
the real Cyrano?
Yes, the character in Rostand's play is inspired by the real Cyrano de

Bergerac, though the play takes significant creative liberties with his life
and personality.



What impact did Cyrano de Bergerac have on the
Enlightenment?

Cyrano's emphasis on reason and satire contributed to the intellectual
environment of the Enlightenment, influencing thinkers who followed him.

What is the significance of Cyrano's nose in the
play?

Cyrano's prominent nose symbolizes his insecurities and the theme of inner
versus outer beauty, serving as a central element in his character's struggle
for love and acceptance.
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