
the reconstruction era review crossword
puzzle answer key
The Reconstruction Era Review Crossword Puzzle Answer Key serves as a significant
educational tool that helps students and history enthusiasts engage with the complex and
transformative period in American history following the Civil War. This era, spanning from 1865 to
1877, was marked by profound changes in the political, social, and economic fabric of the United
States. The crossword puzzle format allows users to test their knowledge and reinforce their
understanding of key concepts, figures, and events that characterized this era. In this article, we will
explore the Reconstruction Era in depth, provide an overview of key terms often found in crossword
puzzles related to this period, and offer insights into the answers typically found in these educational
tools.

Understanding the Reconstruction Era

The Reconstruction Era is often divided into three main phases: Presidential Reconstruction, Radical
Reconstruction, and the end of Reconstruction. Each phase had distinct goals, policies, and outcomes.

1. Presidential Reconstruction (1865-1867)

- Key Figure: Andrew Johnson
- Objective: Reintegrate Southern states into the Union
- Policies:
- Johnson's lenient approach allowed many former Confederates to regain power.
- The establishment of Black Codes that restricted the rights of African Americans.

2. Radical Reconstruction (1867-1877)

- Key Figures: Thaddeus Stevens and Charles Sumner
- Objective: Transform Southern society and ensure civil rights for freed slaves
- Policies:
- The Reconstruction Acts of 1867 divided the South into military districts.
- The 14th and 15th Amendments aimed to secure citizenship and voting rights for African Americans.

3. The End of Reconstruction

- Key Events:
- The Compromise of 1877 led to the withdrawal of federal troops from the South.
- The rise of Jim Crow laws that enforced racial segregation.



Key Terms and Concepts in the Reconstruction Era

To create a crossword puzzle or answer key, one must understand the pivotal terms and concepts
associated with the Reconstruction Era. Below are some of the key terms that often appear in
crossword puzzles:

1. Amendments

- 13th Amendment: Abolished slavery in the United States.
- 14th Amendment: Granted citizenship to all persons born or naturalized in the U.S. and provided
equal protection under the law.
- 15th Amendment: Prohibited the denial of the right to vote based on race, color, or previous
condition of servitude.

2. Key Figures

- Abraham Lincoln: Initiated Reconstruction with a focus on healing the nation.
- Andrew Johnson: Succeeded Lincoln and implemented a lenient Reconstruction policy.
- Ulysses S. Grant: His presidency witnessed Radical Reconstruction and the enforcement of civil
rights laws.

3. Organizations

- Freedmen's Bureau: Established to assist freed slaves in transitioning to freedom and citizenship.
- Ku Klux Klan (KKK): A white supremacist group formed to oppose Reconstruction efforts and
intimidate African Americans.

4. Events and Policies

- Black Codes: Laws enacted in Southern states to restrict the freedoms of African Americans.
- Reconstruction Acts: Legislation that laid out the process for readmitting Southern states into the
Union.
- Sharecropping: An economic system that emerged in the South, often leading to cycles of debt for
African American farmers.

Creating the Crossword Puzzle

When designing a crossword puzzle based on the Reconstruction Era, it is essential to incorporate a
mix of terms, figures, and events. Here’s a step-by-step approach to creating an engaging crossword
puzzle:



1. List Key Terms

Compile a list of terms based on the sections above. You might choose:

- Amendments (13th, 14th, 15th)
- Key Figures (Lincoln, Johnson, Grant)
- Organizations (Freedmen's Bureau, KKK)
- Events (Black Codes, Sharecropping)

2. Determine Clue Types

For each term, create clues that vary in style:

- Direct Definition: "This amendment abolished slavery." (Answer: 13th Amendment)
- Historical Context: "President who followed Lincoln and oversaw lenient policies." (Answer: Andrew
Johnson)
- Fill-in-the-Blank: "The economic system that often trapped freedmen in debt." (Answer:
Sharecropping)

3. Construct the Puzzle Grid

Using a crossword puzzle maker or graph paper, start placing the answers in a grid format, ensuring
that words intersect wherever possible. This adds complexity and engagement to the puzzle.

Answer Key for Reconstruction Era Review Crossword
Puzzle

Here is a sample answer key that corresponds to a hypothetical crossword puzzle based on the
Reconstruction Era:

| Clue Number | Clue Description | Answer |
|-------------|----------------------------------------------------|-----------------------|
| 1 | Abolished slavery | 13th Amendment |
| 2 | President after Lincoln | Andrew Johnson |
| 3 | Organization that helped freed slaves | Freedmen's Bureau |
| 4 | Economic system that often led to debt | Sharecropping |
| 5 | This amendment granted citizenship | 14th Amendment |
| 6 | Group formed to oppose Reconstruction efforts | Ku Klux Klan |
| 7 | The final amendment prohibiting voting restrictions | 15th Amendment |
| 8 | Racial segregation laws in the South | Jim Crow Laws |



Conclusion

The Reconstruction Era was a pivotal period in American history that set the stage for future civil
rights movements and shaped the nation’s political landscape. By engaging with resources like the
Reconstruction Era Review Crossword Puzzle Answer Key, learners can deepen their understanding of
the complexities of this era and the legacy it has left on contemporary society. Understanding the key
terms, figures, and events from this time not only enhances historical knowledge but also encourages
critical thinking about the ongoing issues of race, rights, and governance in the United States. As
educators and students use these puzzles as learning tools, they contribute to a more informed and
engaged citizenry, capable of reflecting on and addressing the challenges of the present and future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main goal of the Reconstruction Era in American
history?
To rebuild the United States after the Civil War and integrate formerly enslaved people into society.

Which amendment abolished slavery in the United States
during the Reconstruction Era?
The 13th Amendment.

What was the purpose of the Freedmen's Bureau established
during Reconstruction?
To assist freed slaves in the South by providing food, housing, education, and legal support.

Who was the president of the United States at the beginning
of the Reconstruction Era?
Abraham Lincoln.

What was the significance of the Civil Rights Act of 1866?
It aimed to protect the civil rights of African Americans and was one of the first laws to define
citizenship.

Which group sought to undermine Reconstruction efforts
through violence and intimidation?
The Ku Klux Klan.



What year did the Reconstruction Era officially end?
1877.

What was the Compromise of 1877 and its impact on
Reconstruction?
It resolved the disputed 1876 presidential election and led to the withdrawal of federal troops from
the South, effectively ending Reconstruction.

Which significant constitutional amendment granted women
the right to vote, although it was passed after the
Reconstruction Era?
The 19th Amendment.
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