the resistible rise of arturo ui
characters

The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui is a powerful and satirical play written by
Bertolt Brecht, an influential German playwright and poet. First performed in
1958, this work is a thinly veiled allegory that critiques the rise of Adolf
Hitler and the mechanisms of fascism. Through the character of Arturo Ui,
Brecht explores themes of power, corruption, and the fragility of democracy.
This article delves into the characters of the play, their roles, and the
broader implications of their actions within the societal context of the
time.

Understanding the Context of the Play

Before delving into the characters of Arturo Ui, it is essential to
understand the historical and political context in which Brecht wrote the
play. The late 1930s in Germany were marked by:

e The rise of the Nazi Party and the consolidation of Adolf Hitler's
power.

e The disillusionment of the German populace following World War I and the
Treaty of Versailles.

e A growing fear of totalitarian regimes and the consequences of unchecked
political ambition.

Brecht, who fled Germany due to the oppressive political climate, utilized
his art to comment on the dangers of fascism and the ease with which
democracies can devolve into tyranny. The character of Arturo Ui serves as a
representation of these themes, showcasing how charisma and manipulation can
lead to significant societal changes.

Key Characters in The Resistible Rise of Arturo
Ui

The play features a diverse cast of characters, each serving a unique purpose
in illustrating Brecht's critique of political power dynamics. Below are some
of the key figures:



Arturo Ui

Arturo Ui is the protagonist of the play and a villainous figure who embodies
the archetype of a demagogue. His rise to power is marked by:

1. Manipulation: Ui uses deceit and charm to gain the trust of the people,
promising stability and prosperity.

2. Violence: He employs intimidation and violence against his rivals to
eliminate any threat to his burgeoning power.

3. Corruption: Ui's dealings are rife with corruption, reflecting how

political leaders often prioritize their interests over those of their
constituents.

Through Ui's character, Brecht illustrates how dangerous populism can be and
warns against the seductive allure of a strong leader.

Dogsborough

Dogsborough is the corrupt mayor of Chicago and a key figure in Ui's rise.
His character represents:
e The complacency of those in power who allow tyrants to flourish.

e The moral decay within political institutions that prioritize self-
preservation over ethical governance.

Dogsborough's alliance with Ui highlights the complicity of established
powers in the rise of authoritarian figures.

Givola

Givola is a shady businessman and one of Ui's closest allies. He is
characterized by:
1. A willingness to engage in unethical practices for profit.

2. A lack of loyalty that underscores the transient nature of political
alliances.



Givola’s character serves as a reminder of how opportunism often fuels the
ambitions of tyrants, as he aids Ui in achieving his goals while ultimately
seeking personal gain.

Ernesto

Ernesto, a character representing the working class, provides a counter-
narrative to Ui's ascent. His struggles reflect:
e The impact of political corruption on ordinary citizens.

e The disenfranchisement and disillusionment felt by the populace in the
face of rising autocracy.

Ernesto's character emphasizes the need for resilience and vigilance in the
face of tyranny, representing the voice of the oppressed.

Thematic Exploration

Brecht's work is rich with themes that resonate beyond its immediate
narrative. The following themes are particularly prominent in The Resistible
Rise of Arturo Ui:

Corruption and Power

Corruption is central to the play. Brecht illustrates how the pursuit of
power often leads individuals to compromise their morals and ethics. Arturo
Ui's ascent is marked by:

- Bribery
- Coercion

- Betrayal

These elements serve to critique not only historical events but also warn
contemporary audiences about the dangers of apathy in political engagement.

Manipulation of the Masses

The play underscores the ease with which demagogues can manipulate public



sentiment. Ui's rise is predicated on:

- Charismatic speeches that resonate with the fears and hopes of the
populace.

- A narrative that scapegoats others for societal issues, creating a false
sense of unity among followers.

Brecht’s portrayal serves as a cautionary tale about the susceptibility of
societies to propaganda and the importance of critical thinking.

The Fragility of Democracy

Brecht emphasizes that democracy is not a guaranteed state but rather a
fragile construct that requires active participation and vigilance. The
complacency of characters like Dogsborough illustrates how easily democratic
institutions can be undermined by self-serving leaders.

Conclusion

The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui remains a relevant and powerful commentary
on the nature of power, corruption, and the dynamics of leadership. Brecht's
characters serve as a mirror reflecting the dangers of complacency, the ease
of manipulation, and the fragility of democratic ideals.

As societies around the world continue to grapple with issues of
authoritarianism and populism, Brecht's work offers invaluable lessons on the
importance of civic engagement and the need for a vigilant populace. The
characters in the play are not just products of their time; they are
archetypes that resonate with audiences today, reminding us that the battle
against tyranny is ongoing and that the rise of any Arturo Ui is, in many
ways, resistible-if only we choose to act.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Arturo Ui and what does he represent in
Brecht's play?

Arturo Ui is the protagonist of Bertolt Brecht's play 'The Resistible Rise of
Arturo Ui'. He represents the rise of fascism and authoritarianism, serving
as a satirical figure that mirrors the historical ascent of Adolf Hitler.

What is the significance of the setting in 'The



Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui'?

The setting, which mimics Chicago during the Great Depression, highlights the
fragility of democracy and the socio-economic conditions that allow tyrants
like Ui to rise. It reflects how political corruption can thrive in times of
crisis.

How does Brecht use humor in 'The Resistible Rise of
Arturo Ui'?

Brecht employs humor as a tool to critique serious political issues. The
comedic elements serve to engage the audience while simultaneously provoking
critical thought about the dangers of totalitarianism.

What role do the supporting characters play in the
development of Arturo Ui's character?

The supporting characters, such as the corrupt businessmen and politicians,
serve to illustrate the systemic corruption that enables Ui's rise. They
reflect societal complicity in the face of tyranny and contribute to the
play's critique of power dynamics.

What techniques does Brecht use to convey his
message in the play?

Brecht utilizes techniques like alienation, direct address to the audience,
and a non-linear narrative. These methods encourage viewers to critically
engage with the themes rather than becoming emotionally absorbed in the
story.

How does 'The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui' address
the theme of power and corruption?

The play illustrates how power corrupts individuals and institutions,
showcasing Arturo Ui's manipulation of fear and the exploitation of the
political system. It serves as a warning about the ease with which democracy
can be subverted.

What parallels can be drawn between Arturo Ui and
contemporary political figures?

Arturo Ui's rise reflects the characteristics of contemporary populist
leaders who exploit economic despair and societal divisions. The play serves
as a cautionary tale about the allure of charismatic authority in modern
politics.



In what ways does Brecht's background influence the
themes in 'The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui'?

Brecht's experiences with the rise of fascism in Germany and his Marxist
beliefs heavily influence the play's themes of capitalism, class struggle,
and the dangers of authoritarianism, making it a relevant critique of his
time.

How does the structure of 'The Resistible Rise of
Arturo Ui' contribute to its message?

The episodic structure allows for a focus on key moments in Ui's rise,
emphasizing the absurdity of events and the inevitability of his ascent,
which reinforces the idea that history can repeat itself if not critically
examined.

What is the overall message of 'The Resistible Rise
of Arturo Ui' regarding the nature of power and
society?

The overall message is a warning about the susceptibility of society to
manipulation by ruthless individuals. It emphasizes the need for vigilance
and active engagement in democratic processes to resist the rise of tyranny.
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