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The right to struggle is a pivotal concept in the discourse surrounding national liberation movements,

particularly in the context of the Armenian national question as articulated by Monte Melkonian.

Melkonian, an influential Armenian military leader and ideologue, dedicated his life to the cause of

Armenian self-determination and the reclamation of historical Armenian lands. His writings provide

profound insights into the struggles faced by the Armenian people and the broader implications of

national identity, sovereignty, and resistance against oppression. This article delves into the selected

writings of Melkonian, exploring his perspectives on the Armenian national question and the

significance of the right to struggle.

Background on Monte Melkonian

Monte Melkonian was born in 1957 in the United States to Armenian immigrant parents. His upbringing

was steeped in the rich cultural heritage of Armenia, which profoundly influenced his worldview.

Melkonian's political activism began in the 1970s when he became involved with various leftist

movements. His experience in the military during the 1980s, particularly in the context of the Nagorno-

Karabakh conflict, solidified his commitment to the Armenian cause.

The Armenian National Question

The Armenian national question refers to the struggle for recognition, rights, and sovereignty of the

Armenian people, particularly in the wake of historical traumas such as the Armenian Genocide.

Melkonian's writings articulate several key elements of this question:



1. Historical Context: Melkonian emphasizes the importance of understanding the historical injustices

faced by Armenians, particularly the genocide perpetrated by the Ottoman Empire. He argues that

acknowledging this history is crucial for any meaningful political discourse.

2. Territorial Integrity: Central to Melkonian's ideology is the belief in the right of Armenians to reclaim

their ancestral lands, particularly in Eastern Anatolia and Nagorno-Karabakh. He posits that the

territorial claims are not merely based on historical entitlement but also on the necessity for security

and cultural preservation.

3. Self-Determination: Melkonian firmly advocates for the right of the Armenian people to determine

their political future. He draws parallels between the Armenian struggle and other national liberation

movements, underscoring the universal principle of self-determination.

The Right to Struggle: Key Themes in Melkonian's Writings

Melkonian's selected writings reflect a deep understanding of the complexities surrounding the

Armenian national question. Several recurring themes can be identified:

1. Resistance and Militancy

Resistance is a cornerstone of Melkonian's philosophy. He believed that armed struggle was a

legitimate response to oppression. Key points include:

- Defense of Existence: Melkonian argued that the survival of the Armenian identity necessitated a

strong defense against external threats, particularly from neighboring states that have historically

oppressed Armenians.

- Militarization of the National Movement: He viewed the militarization of the Armenian national

movement as essential for achieving political goals. Melkonian believed that without a strong military

presence, the aspirations for independence would be easily thwarted.



2. Unity among Armenians

Melkonian stressed the importance of unity among Armenians, both in the diaspora and in the

homeland. He posited that:

- National Cohesion: A unified front is necessary for effective resistance against common enemies.

Divisions within the Armenian community could lead to weakened efforts in the struggle for liberation.

- Global Armenian Identity: Melkonian recognized the diverse experiences of Armenians worldwide but

argued for a cohesive identity that transcends geographical boundaries.

3. Cultural Revival

A vital aspect of Melkonian's writings is the emphasis on cultural revival as an integral part of the

struggle for national liberation:

- Preservation of Heritage: Melkonian believed that reclaiming Armenian culture was essential in the

fight against assimilation and cultural erasure.

- Education and Awareness: He advocated for educational initiatives to raise awareness about

Armenian history and the ongoing struggles faced by the community.

Strategic Insights from Melkonian's Writings

Melkonian's writings also provide strategic insights for contemporary movements advocating for

national self-determination. These can be summarized as follows:



1. The Role of International Solidarity

Melkonian recognized the importance of garnering international support for the Armenian cause. He

emphasized:

- Global Awareness: Engaging the international community can amplify the Armenian struggle and

create pressure on oppressive regimes.

- Alliances with Other Movements: Forming alliances with other national liberation movements can

provide mutual support and share strategies.

2. Adaptability in Strategy

A recurring theme in Melkonian's writings is the need for flexibility and adaptability in strategies:

- Evolving Tactics: Melkonian believed that the methods of struggle should evolve based on changing

political circumstances. This adaptability can enhance the effectiveness of the movement.

- Incorporating New Technologies: He acknowledged the potential of modern technologies in

organizing resistance and disseminating information.

3. Emphasis on Grassroots Mobilization

Melkonian posited that grassroots mobilization is fundamental to sustainable change:

- Community Engagement: Engaging local communities fosters a sense of ownership over the struggle

and ensures that the movement reflects the people's aspirations.

- Youth Involvement: He stressed the importance of involving young Armenians in the movement,

arguing that they are the future of the struggle.



Contemporary Relevance of Melkonian's Ideas

The relevance of Monte Melkonian's ideas extends beyond his time. His writings continue to inspire

contemporary movements advocating for national rights and self-determination:

- Resurgence of National Movements: As various ethnic groups worldwide recognize their right to self-

determination, Melkonian's emphasis on resistance and unity resonates strongly.

- Cultural Preservation: The ongoing efforts to preserve cultural identities amid globalization echo

Melkonian's call for cultural revival.

- Militarization vs. Diplomacy: The debate over the appropriateness of armed struggle versus

diplomatic solutions in national movements remains pertinent, with Melkonian's writings providing a

critical lens through which to analyze these dynamics.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the right to struggle as articulated by Monte Melkonian forms an essential part of the

discourse surrounding the Armenian national question. His writings encapsulate a profound

understanding of the historical injustices faced by the Armenian people and the necessity of resistance

to reclaim their identity and sovereignty. As contemporary movements grapple with the complexities of

self-determination, Melkonian's insights serve as a guiding light, reminding activists of the importance

of unity, cultural revival, and adaptability in their ongoing quests for justice and recognition. The legacy

of Monte Melkonian continues to inspire generations, reaffirming that the right to struggle is not only a

political necessity but also an enduring moral imperative for oppressed peoples everywhere.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who was Monte Melkonian and what role did he play in the Armenian

national movement?

Monte Melkonian was an Armenian military commander and activist known for his role in the Armenian

national movement, particularly during the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. He advocated for Armenian self-

determination and played a significant part in the defense of Armenian communities.

What themes are prevalent in Monte Melkonian's selected writings on

the Armenian national question?

Monte Melkonian's writings often explore themes of national identity, self-determination, the importance

of armed struggle, and the historical injustices faced by Armenians. He emphasizes the need for a

collective Armenian consciousness and resistance against oppression.

How did Monte Melkonian view the relationship between armed

struggle and national identity?

Melkonian believed that armed struggle was integral to the preservation and assertion of Armenian

national identity. He argued that without the willingness to fight for their rights, Armenians would

continue to face existential threats and historical erasure.

What impact did Melkonian's writings have on contemporary Armenian

activism?

Melkonian's writings continue to inspire contemporary Armenian activists by providing a framework for

understanding the struggles faced by Armenians. His emphasis on resistance and self-determination

resonates with current movements advocating for Armenian rights and recognition.

In what ways does Melkonian's work address the historical context of



the Armenian Genocide?

Melkonian's work addresses the historical context of the Armenian Genocide by discussing the long-

term effects of trauma and displacement on Armenian identity. He argues that acknowledging this

history is crucial for understanding the current struggles of the Armenian people.

What is the significance of the title 'The Right to Struggle' in

Melkonian's writings?

The title 'The Right to Struggle' signifies the inherent entitlement of oppressed peoples, particularly

Armenians, to fight for their rights and existence. It reflects Melkonian's belief that struggle is not only

a tactical choice but a moral imperative in the face of injustice.

How does Melkonian's perspective differ from other Armenian

intellectuals of his time?

Melkonian's perspective is often characterized by a more militant approach compared to other

Armenian intellectuals, who may have favored diplomatic or peaceful solutions. His emphasis on

armed struggle as a means of achieving national goals sets him apart in the discourse on Armenian

nationalism.

What lessons can modern movements learn from Melkonian's

approach to the Armenian national question?

Modern movements can learn from Melkonian's commitment to the idea that struggle is necessary for

achieving justice. His writings highlight the importance of unity, resilience, and the willingness to

confront oppression actively, which can be relevant for various contemporary social justice movements.

How has the reception of Melkonian's writings evolved over time



within the Armenian community?

The reception of Melkonian's writings has evolved from being seen as controversial to being

recognized as a crucial part of Armenian intellectual heritage. As younger generations seek to

understand their identity and history, his work is increasingly embraced for its passionate advocacy for

Armenian rights.
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