
the rise and fall of prohibition worksheet answers

The rise and fall of prohibition worksheet answers provide an insightful glimpse into one of the most
significant movements in American history. Prohibition, a nationwide constitutional ban on the production,
importation, transportation, and sale of alcoholic beverages, was a complex issue that spanned from the early
20th century until its repeal in 1933. This article delves into the causes behind the rise of Prohibition, its
implementation, the societal impact it had, and the eventual decline that led to its demise.

The Rise of Prohibition

The Prohibition era was fueled by various social, political, and economic factors. Understanding these causes
is crucial to grasping how this movement gained traction in American society.

1. The Temperance Movement

- The Temperance Movement, which began in the early 19th century, sought to reduce or eliminate
alcohol consumption due to its perceived negative effects on society.
- Key organizations, such as the Women's Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) and the Anti-Saloon
League, played significant roles in advocating for temperance.
- The movement gained momentum as social reformers pointed out the links between alcohol consumption
and crime, poverty, and domestic abuse.

2. Social and Economic Factors

- Industrialization in the United States led to urbanization, with many people moving to cities where
alcohol consumption was rampant.
- Many social reformers believed that alcohol was a cause of poverty and unemployment, particularly
among the working class.
- The rise of the Progressive Era also brought about a general desire for reform and improvement in
American society, which included the fight against alcohol.

3. World War I Influence

- The onset of World War I heightened anti-German sentiment in the United States, which indirectly
promoted Prohibition. Many breweries were owned by German-Americans, and there was a push to



boycott their products.
- The U.S. government promoted Prohibition as a way to conserve grain for the war effort, arguing that it
was unpatriotic to waste resources on alcohol.

Implementation of Prohibition

Prohibition was officially enacted with the passage of the 18th Amendment to the United States
Constitution in 1919, along with the Volstead Act, which provided for the enforcement of Prohibition.

1. The 18th Amendment

- Ratified on January 16, 1919, the 18th Amendment prohibited the manufacture, sale, and transportation of
intoxicating liquors.
- The amendment went into effect on January 17, 1920, marking the beginning of the Prohibition era.

2. The Role of the Volstead Act

- The Volstead Act defined intoxicating liquors as any beverage containing more than 0.5% alcohol by
volume.
- It established guidelines for enforcement, although it lacked sufficient funding and resources, leading to
difficulties in implementation.

3. Enforcement Challenges

- The enforcement of Prohibition was left to the Bureau of Prohibition, which struggled with limited
personnel and funds.
- Corruption among law enforcement officials was rampant, as many were bribed to overlook illegal
activities.
- The rise of illegal speakeasies and bootlegging operations became widespread, showcasing the public's
resistance to the ban.

The Impact of Prohibition

Prohibition brought about significant changes in American society, impacting everything from crime to



culture.

1. Rise in Organized Crime

- The illegal production and distribution of alcohol led to the rise of powerful criminal organizations, such as
those led by figures like Al Capone.
- Gangsters engaged in violent turf wars and established lucrative bootlegging operations, resulting in
increased crime rates.

2. Cultural Shifts

- The Jazz Age emerged during Prohibition, with speakeasies becoming popular venues for live music and
entertainment.
- The era saw the rise of flappers, who challenged traditional norms and embodied a new, liberated
womanhood.

3. Public Discontent

- Many Americans grew disillusioned with Prohibition due to its inability to curb alcohol consumption and
the rampant crime it spawned.
- The public began to see Prohibition as an infringement on personal liberties, leading to growing calls for
its repeal.

The Fall of Prohibition

The decline of Prohibition was a gradual process, influenced by various societal changes and economic
pressures.

1. Economic Factors

- The Great Depression, which began in 1929, shifted public opinion as the government sought new ways
to generate tax revenue and stimulate the economy.
- Legalizing the sale of alcohol was seen as a potential solution to the economic crisis, as it would create jobs
and increase tax revenue.



2. The Repeal Movement

- Organizations such as the Association Against the Prohibition Amendment (AAPA) formed to advocate for
the repeal of Prohibition.
- The 21st Amendment, which repealed the 18th Amendment, was ratified on December 5, 1933, marking
the end of Prohibition.

3. Cultural Reassessment

- The end of Prohibition also reflected a cultural shift towards acceptance of alcohol consumption as a normal
part of American life.
- The repeal allowed for the regulation and taxation of alcohol, bringing it back into the mainstream and
mitigating the dangers associated with illegal production.

Conclusion

The rise and fall of prohibition worksheet answers reveal a multifaceted narrative of a complex era in
American history. Prohibition was born out of a desire for social reform but ultimately led to unintended
consequences, including increased crime and public disillusionment. Its eventual repeal marked a
significant turning point, highlighting the balance between regulation and personal freedom in American
society. The lessons learned from Prohibition continue to resonate today, as debates about alcohol regulation
and personal liberties persist in contemporary discourse. Understanding this historical context provides
valuable insights into the ongoing discussions surrounding substance use and societal norms.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the main motivation behind the implementation of Prohibition
in the United States?
The main motivation behind Prohibition was to reduce crime and corruption, improve health and hygiene,
and reduce the social problems associated with alcohol consumption.

What amendment to the U.S. Constitution established Prohibition?
The 18th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution established Prohibition, which took effect in 1920.



What was the Volstead Act?
The Volstead Act was legislation passed in 1919 that provided for the enforcement of Prohibition, defining
alcoholic beverages and outlining penalties for violations.

What were some unanticipated consequences of Prohibition?
Unanticipated consequences of Prohibition included a rise in organized crime, illegal speakeasies, and
widespread disrespect for the law.

How did the public's perception of Prohibition change over time?
Public perception of Prohibition shifted from initial support to widespread opposition as the negative
consequences became apparent, leading to increased lawlessness and corruption.

What was the impact of Prohibition on organized crime?
Prohibition fueled the rise of organized crime syndicates, which took control of illegal alcohol production
and distribution, leading to violent turf wars and corruption.

When was Prohibition repealed, and which amendment was responsible
for its repeal?
Prohibition was repealed in 1933 by the 21st Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.

What role did the Great Depression play in the repeal of Prohibition?
The Great Depression played a significant role in the repeal of Prohibition as the government sought new
sources of tax revenue and a way to create jobs in the alcohol industry.

What were some of the social movements that supported Prohibition?
Social movements that supported Prohibition included the temperance movement, which was largely
driven by religious groups and women's organizations advocating for social reform.

What lessons can be learned from the rise and fall of Prohibition?
Lessons from the rise and fall of Prohibition include the challenges of enforcing moral legislation, the
complexities of public behavior, and the unintended consequences of government intervention in personal
choices.
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