
the rising by kelley armstrong

The Rising is a captivating novel by Kelley Armstrong that continues to
explore the intricate world of supernatural beings and the complexities of
their relationships. As a sequel to the "Darkest Powers" trilogy, it delves
into the lives of young protagonists with unique abilities who are forced to
confront not only their powers but also the dangers that come with them. In
this article, we will explore the themes, characters, and significance of
"The Rising," shedding light on why it has resonated with readers.

Overview of Kelley Armstrong and Her Work

Kelley Armstrong is a renowned Canadian author known for her mastery of the
supernatural genre. With a career spanning over two decades, she has authored
numerous series, including the "Women of the Otherworld" and "Darkest
Powers." Her writing often features strong, complex characters navigating
their identities in worlds populated by both human and supernatural entities.
"The Rising" is a testament to her ability to blend suspense, romance, and
the supernatural seamlessly.

Plot Summary

"The Rising" picks up where "The Reckoning," the final book of the "Darkest
Powers" trilogy, left off. The story follows the life of Chloe Saunders, a
young necromancer, who, along with her friends, escapes a lab where they were
being held captive by a secret organization. As they struggle to find safety
and freedom, they must also learn to understand their powers and the
consequences of their existence.

Key Events

The narrative unfolds through a series of intense and thrilling events,
including:

The Escape: Chloe and her friends escape from the laboratory, only to1.
realize that their troubles have just begun.

Discovering Powers: The characters delve deeper into their supernatural2.
abilities, revealing the potential they possess and the risks involved.

New Threats: As they search for refuge, they encounter new dangers that3.
challenge their trust in each other and their understanding of the world
around them.

Confrontation: The climax of the novel takes the characters through a4.
confrontation that tests their limits and forces them to make difficult
choices.

Resolution: The story concludes with a resolution that leaves readers5.
both satisfied and eager for more, hinting at future adventures.



Themes Explored in "The Rising"

Kelley Armstrong's "The Rising" tackles several prominent themes that
resonate with readers, making the story more than just a supernatural
adventure.

Identity and Self-Discovery

One of the central themes of the novel is the journey of self-discovery.
Chloe and her friends grapple with their identities as they learn to embrace
their supernatural abilities. The struggle to understand who they are in a
world that often fears and misunderstands them is a poignant reflection on
the adolescent experience.

Friendship and Loyalty

The bonds of friendship are tested throughout the novel. As Chloe and her
friends face external threats and internal conflicts, their loyalty to one
another becomes both a source of strength and a potential source of strife.
Armstrong beautifully captures the complexities of friendship, showcasing how
it can be both a sanctuary and a battleground.

Power and Responsibility

With great power comes great responsibility, a theme that is woven throughout
the narrative. The characters must come to terms with the implications of
their abilities and the ethical dilemmas that arise from using them. This
theme is particularly relevant in a world where power dynamics can shift
rapidly, forcing characters to make choices that could affect not only
themselves but also those around them.

Society and Acceptance

"The Rising" also explores societal norms and the need for acceptance. The
characters, who possess extraordinary abilities, often find themselves
ostracized or misunderstood by the larger society. This theme resonates with
readers who may have felt marginalized or different in their own lives,
emphasizing the importance of finding a community that accepts and values
individuality.

Character Analysis

Kelley Armstrong has a talent for creating multi-dimensional characters that
resonate with readers. In "The Rising," several key characters stand out due
to their development and complexity.



Chloe Saunders

Chloe, the protagonist, is a relatable character whose journey of self-
discovery is at the heart of the novel. As a necromancer, she struggles with
the weight of her abilities and the fear they instill in others. Throughout
the story, readers witness her growth as she learns to harness her powers and
trust her instincts.

Her Friends

The supporting characters, including Derek, Simon, and Tori, each bring their
unique perspectives and challenges to the group.

- Derek: A werewolf who grapples with his animalistic nature and protective
instincts. His relationship with Chloe adds depth to the narrative,
showcasing themes of trust and vulnerability.
- Simon: The intelligent and resourceful friend who provides a logical
counterbalance to the group's emotions. His character highlights the
importance of strategy and planning in their fight for freedom.
- Tori: The fiery and outspoken character who challenges societal norms and
expectations. Tori's journey reflects the struggles of embracing one's
identity in a world that often demands conformity.

Writing Style and Reception

Kelley Armstrong's writing style in "The Rising" is engaging and accessible,
making it an enjoyable read for a wide audience. Her ability to weave
intricate plots with rich character development keeps readers invested in the
story.

The reception of "The Rising" has been overwhelmingly positive, with readers
praising Armstrong for her ability to tackle complex themes while maintaining
an engaging narrative. Many appreciate how she balances the supernatural
elements with relatable human experiences, allowing readers to connect deeply
with the characters.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Kelley Armstrong's "The Rising" is a powerful continuation of
the "Darkest Powers" trilogy that delves into themes of identity, friendship,
and the complexities of power. Through the journey of Chloe Saunders and her
friends, readers are invited to explore the challenges of adolescence, the
importance of acceptance, and the strength found in loyalty and friendship.
With her skillful storytelling and rich character development, Armstrong has
crafted a novel that resonates with both young adults and seasoned readers
alike, solidifying her place in the realm of supernatural fiction. As fans
eagerly await future installments, "The Rising" stands as a testament to the
enduring appeal of Armstrong's work and the worlds she creates.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Rising' by Kelley Armstrong about?

'The Rising' is the concluding book in Kelley Armstrong's 'Darkness Rising'
trilogy, focusing on the story of young characters with supernatural
abilities as they navigate threats from both their powers and external
forces.

Who are the main characters in 'The Rising'?

The main characters include Maya, a shape-shifter, and her friends, who all
possess unique supernatural abilities and must work together to confront
various challenges.

How does 'The Rising' connect to the previous books
in the series?

'The Rising' builds on the events of 'The Gathering' and 'The Calling',
continuing the character arcs and plotlines while providing resolution to the
overarching conflicts.

What themes are explored in 'The Rising'?

Key themes in 'The Rising' include identity, the struggle for belonging, the
consequences of power, and the importance of friendship and loyalty in facing
adversity.

Is 'The Rising' suitable for young adult readers?

Yes, 'The Rising' is aimed at young adult readers, featuring relatable
characters and themes while incorporating supernatural elements and
suspenseful plot twists.

What is the writing style of Kelley Armstrong in 'The
Rising'?

Kelley Armstrong employs a fast-paced, engaging writing style with a focus on
character development and vivid descriptions, making it easy for readers to
immerse themselves in the story.

What can readers expect from the ending of 'The
Rising'?

Readers can expect a thrilling and emotional conclusion with resolutions to
character arcs and plotlines, while also leaving some aspects open for
interpretation and reflection.
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