the rivers of london by ben
aaronovitch

The Rivers of London is an intriguing urban fantasy novel by Ben Aaronovitch
that skillfully blends elements of mystery, folklore, and the supernatural,
all set against the backdrop of modern London. The book is the first in a
popular series that follows the life and adventures of Peter Grant, a young
police officer who becomes embroiled in the world of magic and the
supernatural. This article will explore the key themes, characters, and the
rich tapestry of London’s hidden magical underworld as presented in
Aaronovitch's work.

Overview of the Novel

Published in 2011, The Rivers of London introduces readers to the city
through the eyes of Peter Grant, a probationary constable in the Metropolitan
Police. The story kicks off when Peter witnesses a murder while on guard duty
at a crime scene. The twist? The victim is a ghost. This encounter leads him
to a world of magic, where he meets the enigmatic detective, Chief Inspector
Thomas Nightingale, who specializes in supernatural cases.

The narrative is filled with a mix of police procedural and fantasy elements,
which Aaronovitch handles with finesse. The author draws on London’s history

and geography, effectively weaving the city itself into the storyline, making
it a character in its own right.

Main Characters

The novel is populated with a diverse cast of characters that enrich the
story. Here are some of the main ones:

Peter Grant: The protagonist, a young constable who transitions from
conventional policing to the magical realm.

e Thomas Nightingale: A centuries-old wizard and the last of the
Metropolitan Police’s magical investigators.

e Lesley May: Peter’s friend and fellow officer who becomes involved in
the supernatural investigations.

e Lady Ty: A river goddess who embodies the spirit of the Thames and
becomes pivotal in Peter's adventures.

Each character plays a crucial role in developing the plot and exploring
themes of identity, power, and the unseen forces within the city.



Key Themes

The themes in The Rivers of London are multifaceted and deeply intertwined
with the narrative. Here are some of the significant themes explored in the
novel:

1. Magic and Reality

The juxtaposition of the mundane and the magical is a central theme.
Aaronovitch presents a London that is familiar yet layered with unseen magic.
The coexistence of the ordinary and the extraordinary challenges the
characters' understanding of their world and forces them to confront their
perceptions of reality.

2. Urban Identity

London is not just a backdrop in this novel; it is a living, breathing entity
with its own identity. The story highlights the rich history and diverse
cultures that shape the city. By personifying rivers, Aaronovitch explores
the concept of identity, both personal and urban, illustrating how places can
influence who we are.

3. Power and Authority

The novel delves into the dynamics of power, particularly through the lens of
law enforcement and magic. Peter's journey involves navigating the complex
hierarchies within the police and the magical community. The tension between
traditional authority and supernatural power raises questions about who holds
the real power in society.

4. Friendship and Loyalty

Friendship plays a wvital role in Peter’s character development. His
relationships with Lesley and Nightingale showcase the importance of loyalty
and trust. These bonds are tested as they confront various challenges,
emphasizing the significance of camaraderie in the face of adversity.

The Magical Underworld of London

One of the most captivating aspects of The Rivers of London is its
exploration of the magical underworld within the city. Aaronovitch draws on
elements of folklore, mythology, and history, creating a rich narrative
tapestry. Some of the key elements include:



1. River Gods and Spirits

The concept of river gods and spirits is central to the story. Each river in
London has its own identity, represented by a goddess or spirit. The Thames,
for example, 1is personified by Lady Ty, who embodies the river’s essence.
This connection to nature and the environment highlights the importance of
these waterways in London’s cultural and historical landscape.

2. Supernatural Creatures

The novel features a variety of supernatural creatures, including ghosts,
magical beings, and otherworldly entities. These beings are intricately
linked to London’s history, adding depth and intrigue to the plot. The
characters’ encounters with these beings serve as a means of exploring the
implications of magic in a modern urban setting.

3. The Role of the Police

The integration of the police force into the magical realm is a unique aspect
of the narrative. The existence of a magical division within the Metropolitan
Police allows for a seamless blend of crime-solving and supernatural
investigation. This structure provides a framework for exploring themes of
justice and morality within the context of magic.

Writing Style and Narrative Technique

Ben Aaronovitch's writing style is characterized by wit, humor, and a
conversational tone. The narrative is engaging, with a blend of action,
suspense, and clever dialogue. The use of first-person perspective allows
readers to connect with Peter Grant on a personal level, experiencing his
thoughts, frustrations, and discoveries alongside him.

Aaronovitch also employs rich descriptive language that brings the setting to
life. His deep appreciation for London is evident, as he paints vivid
pictures of the city’s landmarks, neighborhoods, and hidden corners. This
attention to detail enhances the immersive experience for the reader,
allowing them to explore a magical version of London alongside Peter.

Conclusion

The Rivers of London by Ben Aaronovitch is more than just a fantasy novel; it
is a vibrant exploration of a city steeped in history and magic. Through the
lens of Peter Grant, readers are invited to navigate a world where the
supernatural and the mundane coexist, challenging their perceptions of
reality. The themes of identity, power, friendship, and the intricate
connection between the environment and humanity resonate deeply throughout
the narrative.

As the first book in a beloved series, it sets the stage for further



adventures, expanding on the rich magical lore of London. For readers who
appreciate a blend of fantasy, mystery, and urban exploration, The Rivers of
London is a must-read that promises to enchant and intrigue at every turn.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of 'The Rivers of London' by
Ben Aaronovitch?

'The Rivers of London' follows police constable Peter Grant as he discovers a
hidden world of magic in London while investigating a murder linked to the
city's rivers.

Who is the protagonist of 'The Rivers of London'?

The protagonist is Peter Grant, a young police constable who becomes an
apprentice to a wizard after encountering a ghost.

What genre does 'The Rivers of London' belong to?

'The Rivers of London' is a blend of urban fantasy, mystery, and crime
fiction, incorporating elements of folklore and mythology.

How does Ben Aaronovitch incorporate real London
geography into the story?

Aaronovitch uses actual locations in London, intertwining them with
supernatural elements, which creates a vivid and immersive urban setting.

What themes are explored in 'The Rivers of London'?

Key themes include the intersection of magic and modernity, the nature of
authority, and the complexities of identity in a multicultural city.

Can you name some of the magical entities or
characters in 'The Rivers of London'?

Some notable characters include Nightingale, a retired wizard; the spirit of
the Thames, and various river gods associated with London’s waterways.

What has been the critical reception of 'The Rivers
of London'?

'The Rivers of London' has received positive reviews for its witty writing,
engaging characters, and unique take on urban fantasy, leading to a
successful series.

How many books are in the 'Rivers of London' series?

As of October 2023, there are several main novels in the 'Rivers of London'
series, along with novellas and graphic novels expanding the universe.



Is 'The Rivers of London' series suitable for young
adults?

Yes, the series is generally suitable for young adults, featuring themes of
friendship, adventure, and self-discovery within a magical context.
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