
the rocking horse winner analysis
The Rocking Horse Winner Analysis delves deep into the themes of materialism, family
dynamics, and the psychological struggles of a young boy named Paul. Written by D.H.
Lawrence, this short story captures the essence of a society obsessed with wealth and the
impact it has on familial relationships. Through a careful examination of the characters,
symbols, and themes, we can uncover the poignant messages Lawrence conveys about the
nature of luck, love, and the relentless pursuit of financial security.

Understanding the Plot

In "The Rocking Horse Winner," we are introduced to Paul, a young boy living in a home
where his mother, Hester, constantly expresses her dissatisfaction with their financial
situation. Hester's belief that luck equates to wealth creates a tense atmosphere in the
household. The story unfolds as Paul, desperate to win his mother's affection and prove his
worth, discovers that he has a unique ability to predict the outcomes of horse races while
riding his rocking horse.

The Setting

The story is set in post-World War I England, a time when economic challenges were
prevalent. Lawrence's choice of setting is crucial as it highlights the societal pressures
surrounding wealth and status. The contrast between the family's modest home and
Hester's insatiable desire for luxury sets the stage for the unfolding drama.

Character Analysis

Characters play a pivotal role in shaping the narrative of "The Rocking Horse Winner."
The following are the key characters and their significance:

Paul: The protagonist who embodies innocence and desperation. His desire for his
mother’s love drives him to the extremes of gambling and sacrifice.

Hester: Paul’s mother, who represents materialism and emotional neglect. Her
fixation on wealth creates a rift in the family, steering Paul toward his tragic fate.

Uncle Oscar: Paul’s uncle who facilitates his gambling. He reflects the complicity of
adults in the destructive cycle of greed.

The Rocking Horse: A significant symbol representing both childhood innocence
and the destructive nature of obsession. It serves as a conduit for Paul’s ability to
predict winners, yet ultimately leads to his downfall.



Thematic Elements

The story explores several profound themes that resonate with readers. Here are some of
the most notable:

Materialism and Its Consequences

At the heart of "The Rocking Horse Winner" lies a critique of materialism. Hester's
relentless pursuit of wealth creates a void in her familial relationships. The story
illustrates how financial desires can overshadow genuine human connections. The phrase
"There must be more money!" echoes throughout the narrative, reinforcing the idea that
money cannot buy love or happiness.

The Search for Love and Approval

Paul's quest for his mother's affection drives him to gamble and take risks that ultimately
lead to his demise. This theme highlights the lengths to which individuals will go to seek
validation and approval from loved ones. Paul’s tragic fate serves as a poignant reminder
of the dangers associated with seeking love through material success.

The Role of Luck

Luck is a central motif in the story. Hester equates luck with wealth, leading Paul to
believe that his ability to predict horse races is a form of luck that can change their
fortunes. However, as the story progresses, it becomes clear that this belief is misguided.
The pursuit of luck ultimately leads to tragedy, suggesting that reliance on chance rather
than hard work can have dire consequences.

Symbolism in the Story

Symbolism plays a crucial role in enriching the narrative of "The Rocking Horse Winner."
The following symbols are particularly significant:

The Rocking Horse: Represents childhood innocence initially but becomes a symbol
of obsession and desperation as Paul uses it to predict horse races. It illustrates the
duality of childhood—both a source of joy and a catalyst for tragedy.

The Whispering House: The house itself becomes a character, whispering "There
must be more money!" This symbolizes the insatiable greed that permeates the



family and their lives, emphasizing the destructive nature of materialism.

Horse Races: The races symbolize the unpredictability of life and the illusion of
control. Paul’s ability to win through gambling becomes a metaphor for the false
sense of security that comes from chasing wealth.

Literary Techniques

D.H. Lawrence employs various literary techniques to enhance the story’s impact:

Imagery

Lawrence’s use of vivid imagery brings the story to life. Descriptions of the rocking horse,
the races, and the house's whispering create a haunting atmosphere that reflects Paul’s
inner turmoil.

Foreshadowing

Foreshadowing is evident throughout the narrative, particularly in the repeated mention
of money and luck. These elements build tension, hinting at the tragic outcome of Paul’s
obsessive quest for approval.

Irony

The story is rife with irony, particularly in its conclusion. Paul’s quest to secure his
mother’s love through financial gain ultimately leads to his tragic end, highlighting the
paradox of seeking love through material means.

The Impact of "The Rocking Horse Winner"

"The Rocking Horse Winner" remains a powerful commentary on the perils of materialism
and the complexities of human relationships. Its exploration of themes such as love, luck,
and the quest for approval resonates with readers even today. The tragic fate of Paul
serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of equating self-worth with financial
success.

In conclusion, D.H. Lawrence’s "The Rocking Horse Winner" is a rich text that invites deep
analysis and reflection. Through its complex characters, potent themes, and striking
symbols, the story unveils the dark side of materialism and the often-overlooked emotional



needs within families. As readers navigate the tension between love and money, they are
left with a haunting reminder of the true cost of wealth and the importance of genuine
connections.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the central themes explored in 'The Rocking-
Horse Winner'?
The central themes include the destructive nature of materialism, the impact of parental
expectations, and the search for love and validation.

How does D.H. Lawrence use symbolism in 'The
Rocking-Horse Winner'?
Lawrence uses the rocking horse as a symbol of desire and obsession, representing the
protagonist's desperate need to win his mother's love and approval through gambling.

What role does the character of the mother play in the
story?
The mother is depicted as emotionally detached and obsessed with wealth, which drives
her son to seek fortune in order to gain her affection, illustrating the harmful effects of her
materialistic values.

How does the setting influence the narrative in 'The
Rocking-Horse Winner'?
The setting, primarily in a lower-middle-class household, highlights the family's financial
struggles and the mother's constant dissatisfaction, creating a backdrop for the son's
tragic quest for luck and approval.

What is the significance of the phrase 'There must be
more money!' in the story?
This phrase encapsulates the mother's insatiable desire for wealth, serving as a haunting
reminder of the family's obsession with money and the emotional void it creates.

In what ways does 'The Rocking-Horse Winner' reflect
D.H. Lawrence's views on capitalism?
The story critiques capitalism by illustrating how the pursuit of wealth can lead to moral
decay and emotional alienation, ultimately suggesting that love and human connection are
far more valuable than material wealth.
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