
the rolling stones 500 greatest albums

The Rolling Stone's 500 Greatest Albums is a celebrated list that has sparked countless debates among music
fans and critics alike. Compiled by the editors of Rolling Stone magazine, this list aims to encapsulate the
most influential and significant albums in the history of rock and popular music. Over the years, the list has
seen numerous revisions, reflecting the evolving landscape of music and the changing perspectives of
critics. In this article, we will explore the origins of the list, its criteria, some notable albums, and its impact
on music culture.

Origins of the List

The Rolling Stone's 500 Greatest Albums list was first published in 2003, with an updated version released
in 2012. The idea behind creating such a list was to provide a comprehensive overview of the most
important albums that have shaped the music industry. The editors of Rolling Stone consulted a diverse
group of music industry professionals, including musicians, producers, and critics, to curate this extensive
compilation.

With the first release, the list aimed to highlight not only popular albums but also those that had a profound
influence on the genre and culture. It included a wide range of musical styles, from rock and pop to jazz
and hip-hop, ensuring a well-rounded representation of music history.

Criteria for Selection

The selection process for the Rolling Stone's 500 Greatest Albums is not straightforward. Several criteria are
considered, including:

Influence: The album’s impact on other musicians and genres.

Artistic merit: The quality of the music and songwriting.

Cultural significance: How the album resonates with societal issues and changes.

Innovation: The introduction of new sounds, techniques, or concepts in music.

Legacy: The album's staying power over time and its continued relevance.



These criteria help to ensure that the list represents not just the most commercially successful albums, but
also those that have contributed significantly to the music landscape.

Notable Albums on the List

The Rolling Stone's 500 Greatest Albums list features a diverse array of works. Here are a few standout
albums that have earned a spot on this prestigious list:

1. "Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band" by The Beatles

Often considered the pinnacle of musical innovation, "Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band" (1967) is
frequently cited as one of the greatest albums of all time. The Beatles pushed the boundaries of what an
album could be, utilizing advanced studio techniques and exploring various musical styles, from rock to
classical. Its cultural impact is immeasurable, influencing generations of musicians and listeners.

2. "The Dark Side of the Moon" by Pink Floyd

Released in 1973, "The Dark Side of the Moon" is an iconic progressive rock album that delves into themes
of mental illness, consumerism, and existentialism. The seamless flow of tracks and innovative production
techniques set a new standard for album cohesion. Its profound lyrical content and musical experimentation
have secured its place as a timeless masterpiece.

3. "Thriller" by Michael Jackson

As the best-selling album of all time, Michael Jackson's "Thriller" (1982) is a cultural phenomenon. With its
blend of pop, rock, and R&B, "Thriller" broke down racial barriers in music and set the stage for the
modern music video. The album's infectious tracks and groundbreaking production techniques have left an
indelible mark on the industry.

4. "The Miseducation of Lauryn Hill" by Lauryn Hill

Lauryn Hill's solo debut, "The Miseducation of Lauryn Hill" (1998), is a seminal work that blends R&B, hip-
hop, and neo-soul. Hill's introspective lyrics and vocal prowess showcased the complexities of love, identity,
and womanhood. The album's impact on the genre and its representation of Black womanhood in music
have made it a critical touchstone.



5. "Abbey Road" by The Beatles

Another entry from The Beatles, "Abbey Road" (1969), is renowned for its innovative songwriting and
production. The album features some of the band's most beloved tracks, including "Come Together" and
"Here Comes the Sun." Its artistic merit and lasting legacy contribute to its status as one of the greatest
albums ever.

Impact on Music Culture

The Rolling Stone's 500 Greatest Albums list has had a significant influence on music culture since its
inception. Here are some key impacts:

1. Sparking Discussions

The list has ignited countless discussions about music, prompting fans and critics to debate the merits of
various albums. This discourse helps deepen the appreciation of music and encourages listeners to explore
genres and artists they may not have encountered otherwise.

2. Guiding Listeners

For music lovers seeking to expand their collections, the list serves as a valuable resource. It offers a curated
selection of albums that are essential for any serious music enthusiast. Many listeners have used the list as a
roadmap to discover classic and influential works.

3. Recognizing Lesser-Known Artists

While the list features iconic albums, it also highlights works by lesser-known artists, bringing attention to
their contributions to music. This recognition helps diversify the musical canon and encourages a broader
understanding of the various influences that shape popular music.

4. Shaping Music Education

Educators in music and cultural studies often reference the list as part of their curriculum, using it to
analyze trends and developments in music history. The albums selected provide a framework for



discussing the evolution of genres, the impact of technology, and the intersection of music with societal
changes.

Critiques and Controversies

Despite its popularity, the Rolling Stone's 500 Greatest Albums list has faced criticism. Some argue that the
list is biased towards certain genres, particularly rock, while other genres like hip-hop and electronic music
are underrepresented. Critics also point to the subjective nature of music evaluation, suggesting that
personal taste heavily influences the rankings.

Additionally, the process of updating the list every decade has led to contentious debates about which
albums deserve to be included or excluded. The 2020 update, for example, saw the inclusion of more
contemporary artists and genres, leading to discussions about the evolving definition of greatness in music.

Conclusion

The Rolling Stone's 500 Greatest Albums list remains a vital part of music culture, celebrating the artistry
and innovation of musicians throughout history. While it may be subject to debate and critique, its
influence on the music industry, listeners, and cultural discussions is undeniable. By providing a platform
for examining the most significant albums, Rolling Stone has fostered an appreciation for the depth and
diversity of musical expression, ensuring that great works continue to resonate with audiences for
generations to come. Whether you agree with the rankings or not, the list serves as a reminder of the
power of music to inspire, challenge, and connect us all.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of Rolling Stone's 500 Greatest Albums list?
The list aims to celebrate and recognize the most influential and significant albums in the history of popular
music, reflecting the tastes and opinions of critics, musicians, and experts.

How often is the Rolling Stone's 500 Greatest Albums list updated?
The list has been updated several times since its original publication in 2003, with the most recent update
occurring in 2020.



Which album was ranked number one in the latest Rolling Stone's 500
Greatest Albums list?
In the 2020 update, 'What's Going On' by Marvin Gaye was ranked number one.

How are albums selected for the Rolling Stone's 500 Greatest Albums list?
Albums are selected based on votes from a panel of music industry experts, including musicians, producers,
and music journalists, who consider factors such as cultural impact, innovation, and artistry.

What genres are represented in the Rolling Stone's 500 Greatest Albums
list?
The list features a wide range of genres, including rock, pop, hip-hop, R&B, jazz, and country, showcasing
the diversity of music that has shaped popular culture.

Are there any albums that have consistently ranked high in the Rolling
Stone's 500 Greatest Albums list?
Yes, albums like 'Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band' by The Beatles and 'The Dark Side of the Moon'
by Pink Floyd have consistently ranked among the top albums in multiple iterations of the list.

What impact does the Rolling Stone's 500 Greatest Albums list have on
the music industry?
The list influences public perception, drives sales and streaming numbers for featured albums, and sparks
discussions about musical legacy and significance within the industry.

Can fans contribute to the Rolling Stone's 500 Greatest Albums list?
While the official list is determined by a panel of experts, fans often engage in discussions and create their
own lists, influencing the conversation about what constitutes the greatest albums.

Has the Rolling Stone's 500 Greatest Albums list faced any criticism?
Yes, the list has faced criticism for perceived biases, lack of representation for certain genres and artists, and
for excluding influential albums, sparking debates about objectivity in music criticism.
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