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The Scofield Study Bible Ill is a groundbreaking work that has made significant contributions to the
study and understanding of the Scriptures. With its roots tracing back to the original Scofield
Reference Bible published in 1909, the Scofield Study Bible Ill represents a culmination of over a
century of biblical scholarship and theological development. This article delves into the features,
background, and impact of the Scofield Study Bible Ill, exploring why it remains a vital resource for
both laypeople and theologians alike.

Historical Background

The Origins of the Scofield Reference Bible

The original Scofield Reference Bible was created by Cyrus I. Scofield, a theologian and pastor who
sought to provide readers with a clear, concise, and accessible means of studying the Bible. Published
in 1909, this edition was revolutionary for its time, offering:

- Cross-references: Linking verses to provide readers with a deeper understanding of biblical context.
- Commentary: Scofield's notes aimed to clarify complex theological concepts and offer insight into
various passages.

- Dispensationalism: The theological framework of dispensationalism, which Scofield championed,
divided biblical history into distinct periods or "dispensations" that reflected God's dealings with
humanity.

The Scofield Reference Bible became immensely popular and influential, shaping the way many
interpreted Scripture in the 20th century.

The Evolution to the Scofield Study Bible IlI

The Scofield Study Bible Il is the latest iteration in the Scofield lineage, first released in 1997. It
aimed to update the language and scholarship of the original while retaining the core principles that
made the Scofield Reference Bible a classic. Key changes included:

- Modern Language Updates: The text was revised to reflect contemporary English usage, making it
more accessible to today’s readers.

- Expanded Notes: New commentary and notes were added, drawing from recent biblical scholarship
and archaeological discoveries.

- Enhanced Study Tools: The introduction of maps, charts, and illustrations aimed to enrich the
reader’s understanding of the biblical text.



Key Features of the Scofield Study Bible IlI

The Scofield Study Bible Ill stands out due to its comprehensive features designed to aid in biblical
study. Some of its key attributes include:

1. In-Depth Commentary

The commentary in the Scofield Study Bible Ill is designed to be both informative and practical. It
encompasses:

- Theological Insights: Notes that delve into doctrinal issues and theological concepts.
- Cultural Context: Commentary that provides background on the historical and cultural setting of the

biblical text.
- Practical Applications: Insights that help readers apply biblical teachings to their daily lives.

2. Comprehensive Study Tools

The inclusion of various study tools enhances the user experience:
- Maps and Charts: Visual aids that illustrate biblical events and geographical locations.
- Indexes: Comprehensive index systems that allow for easy navigation of topics and themes.

- Concordance: An exhaustive concordance that helps readers locate specific verses and concepts
within the Bible.

3. Dispensational Framework

As with the original Scofield Reference Bible, the Scofield Study Bible Ill maintains a dispensational
perspective, organizing Scripture into different dispensations. This framework is particularly useful for
understanding:

- God’s Plan: How God has interacted with humanity throughout different historical periods.
- Prophecy: Insights into biblical prophecy and its implications for the future.

Theological Significance

The Scofield Study Bible Il is not just a tool for study; it is also a significant theological resource that
reflects a specific doctrinal stance. Here are some of its theological contributions:

1. Promoting Dispensationalism



Dispensationalism has been a central tenet of Scofield's work, influencing countless Christians and
churches. This theological perspective emphasizes:

- Literal Interpretation: A commitment to interpreting the Bible's promises, particularly those
pertaining to Israel and the Church, in a straightforward, literal manner.

- End Times Theology: A well-defined eschatological framework that outlines beliefs about the rapture,
tribulation, and second coming of Christ.

2. Emphasis on Biblical Authority

The Scofield Study Bible Il underscores the authority of Scripture, encouraging readers to engage
deeply with the text. It promotes:

- Inerrancy: The belief that the Bible is without error in its teachings.
- Sufficiency: The idea that Scripture is sufficient for guiding faith and practice.

3. Ecumenical Reach

While rooted in specific theological traditions, the Scofield Study Bible Il has garnered a broad base of
readers across various denominations. Its ecumenical appeal can be attributed to:

- Accessibility: The modern language and user-friendly format make it approachable for a wide
audience.

- Diverse Application: Its teachings can be applied across different contexts, making it valuable for
personal study, group discussions, and sermon preparation.

Impact on Contemporary Christianity

The impact of the Scofield Study Bible 1l on contemporary Christianity is profound. It has shaped the
beliefs and practices of numerous individuals and congregations.

1. Influence on Pastors and Teachers

Many pastors and Bible teachers utilize the Scofield Study Bible Ill as a primary resource for sermon
preparation and teaching. Its clear notes and structured layout allow for effective communication of
biblical truths.

2. Study Groups and Bible Studies

Many small groups and Bible studies incorporate the Scofield Study Bible Il into their discussions. Its
comprehensive notes facilitate engaging conversations and deepen understanding among



participants.

3. Academic Use

The Scofield Study Bible Il is also used in academic settings, including seminaries and Bible colleges.
It serves as a reference for students studying dispensational theology and biblical interpretation.

Conclusion

In summary, the Scofield Study Bible Ill is a vital resource for anyone seeking to deepen their
understanding of Scripture. With its historical roots in the original Scofield Reference Bible, it has
evolved to meet the needs of modern readers while preserving essential theological insights. Its in-
depth commentary, comprehensive study tools, and dispensational framework make it an
indispensable aid for both personal devotion and communal study. Whether used by pastors,
teachers, or laypeople, the Scofield Study Bible Il continues to impact the landscape of contemporary
Christianity, inviting readers to engage with the Scriptures in meaningful ways.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Scofield Study Bible 11I?

The Scofield Study Bible Ill is a study edition of the Bible that includes the text of the King James
Version (KJV) along with extensive commentary, cross-references, and notes by Cyrus I. Scofield,
aimed at helping readers understand the Scriptures in a more profound way.

What are the key features of the Scofield Study Bible 111?

Key features of the Scofield Study Bible Ill include a comprehensive system of cross-references,
detailed commentary notes, a topical index, maps, and a concordance to aid in study and
understanding of biblical texts.

How does the Scofield Study Bible Il differ from previous
editions?

The Scofield Study Bible Il incorporates updated notes and commentary that reflect contemporary
scholarship while maintaining the traditional Scofield approach. It also includes additional resources
such as articles and expanded maps compared to earlier editions.

Is the Scofield Study Bible Ill suitable for new Christians?

Yes, the Scofield Study Bible Il is suitable for new Christians as it provides helpful explanations,
context, and insights that can guide their understanding of the Bible, making it a valuable resource
for both beginners and seasoned readers.



What denominations commonly use the Scofield Study Bible
"?

The Scofield Study Bible Il is commonly used among various evangelical denominations, particularly
those that emphasize dispensational theology, such as Baptists, Pentecostals, and some non-
denominational churches.

Where can | purchase the Scofield Study Bible 111?

The Scofield Study Bible Ill can be purchased at various bookstores, both online and physical,
including major retailers like Amazon, Christianbook, and in many local Christian bookstores.
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