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The Second World War: A Complete History by Martin Gilbert is a definitive
reference for understanding the complexities and vast scope of one of the
most significant conflicts in human history. Martin Gilbert, a renowned
historian, meticulously chronicles the events leading up to, during, and
after World War II, providing readers with a comprehensive narrative that
captures the human experience of war. This article delves into Gilbert's
work, exploring its themes, key events, and the impact it has had on our
understanding of the war.

Overview of Martin Gilbert's Work

Martin Gilbert, who served as the official biographer of Winston Churchill,
has authored numerous historical texts. His book, The Second World War: A
Complete History, stands out for its detailed analysis and accessible writing
style. The work is not merely a recounting of battles and strategies but also
an exploration of the social, political, and economic implications of the
war.

Key Themes in Gilbert's History

Gilbert's narrative encompasses a variety of themes that are crucial to
understanding World War II:

The Causes of the War: Gilbert examines the political and economic
factors that led to the outbreak of the conflict, including the Treaty
of Versailles and the rise of totalitarian regimes.

The Nature of Warfare: The book details the evolution of military
tactics and technology throughout the war, highlighting how these
innovations changed the nature of combat.

The Human Cost: Gilbert provides a sobering account of the war's toll on
civilian populations, including the Holocaust and other atrocities.

Global Impact: The book discusses how the war reshaped international
relations and the global landscape, leading to the Cold War and the
establishment of the United Nations.



The Prelude to War

Gilbert meticulously outlines the events leading up to the war, emphasizing
the importance of understanding the historical context. The interwar period
was marked by economic instability, the rise of fascism, and unresolved
grievances from World War I. Key events include:

The Treaty of Versailles (1919): This treaty placed heavy reparations on1.
Germany, fostering resentment and instability.

The Rise of Adolf Hitler: Hitler's ascension to power in 1933 was fueled2.
by nationalistic fervor and promises to restore Germany's former glory.

The Munich Agreement (1938): The appeasement of Hitler by Britain and3.
France allowed Germany to annex parts of Czechoslovakia, emboldening the
Nazi regime.

The Major Combatants

Gilbert's history details the major powers involved in World War II,
categorized into two primary alliances: the Allies and the Axis.

The Allies

The Allies included several key nations, each contributing to the war effort
in various capacities:

United States: Entered the war after the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941,
providing significant military and economic resources.

Soviet Union: Suffered immense losses but played a crucial role in the
defeat of Nazi Germany, particularly on the Eastern Front.

United Kingdom: Stood firm against Axis aggression from the start,
enduring the Blitz and contributing to key battles like El Alamein.

China: Engaged in a prolonged conflict with Japan, tying down
significant Japanese resources.



The Axis Powers

The Axis coalition primarily consisted of:

Germany: Led by Adolf Hitler, Germany initiated the war and sought to
expand its territory across Europe.

Italy: Initially led by Mussolini, Italy aimed to create a new Roman
Empire but struggled in military engagements.

Japan: Pursued imperial expansion in Asia and the Pacific, leading to
conflicts with the United States and its allies.

Major Campaigns and Battles

Gilbert's history covers numerous campaigns and battles that were pivotal in
shaping the outcome of World War II. Some of the most significant include:

The Battle of Britain (1940)

This air campaign waged by the German Luftwaffe against the United Kingdom
marked the first major defeat for Hitler's forces. Gilbert highlights the
bravery of the Royal Air Force and the strategic importance of British
resilience.

The Eastern Front (1941-1945)

The conflict between Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union was one of the
deadliest theaters of war. Gilbert details the brutal nature of battles such
as Stalingrad and Kursk, which ultimately turned the tide in favor of the
Allies.

The D-Day Invasion (1944)

The Allied invasion of Normandy was a critical turning point in the war.
Gilbert discusses the planning, execution, and consequences of this
monumental operation, which opened a new front in Western Europe.



The Holocaust and War Crimes

One of the most harrowing aspects of World War II, as explored by Gilbert, is
the Holocaust. He provides a detailed account of the systematic extermination
of six million Jews and millions of others deemed "undesirable" by the Nazi
regime. Gilbert emphasizes the importance of remembering these atrocities to
prevent future genocides.

The Aftermath of the War

Gilbert does not conclude with the end of

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of 'The Second World War: A
Complete History' by Martin Gilbert?
The book provides a comprehensive overview of World War II, covering its
causes, major events, and consequences, while also emphasizing the human
experiences and stories of those affected by the conflict.

How does Martin Gilbert approach the topic of World
War II in his book?
Gilbert employs a narrative style that combines detailed historical analysis
with personal accounts, making the complex events of the war accessible to
readers while highlighting the impact on ordinary people.

What unique perspectives does Gilbert include in his
analysis of World War II?
Gilbert incorporates diverse viewpoints, including those of soldiers,
civilians, and leaders from various countries, providing a multifaceted
understanding of the war and its global implications.

Does Gilbert cover the post-war effects of World War
II in his book?
Yes, the book addresses the aftermath of the war, including the geopolitical
changes, the establishment of the United Nations, and the beginnings of the
Cold War, illustrating how the conflict reshaped the world.



What sources does Martin Gilbert rely on for his
research in this historical account?
Gilbert utilizes a wide range of sources, including official documents,
military records, and firsthand accounts from survivors, ensuring a well-
rounded and thoroughly researched narrative.

How is 'The Second World War: A Complete History'
regarded in terms of historical accuracy?
The book is widely regarded as a credible and authoritative source on World
War II, praised for its meticulous research and balanced presentation of
events from multiple perspectives.

Is 'The Second World War: A Complete History'
suitable for academic study?
Yes, the book is often used in academic settings for its comprehensive
coverage of the war, making it a valuable resource for students and scholars
interested in 20th-century history.
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