the secret garden by frances hodgson
burnett summary

The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett is a cherished literary classic
that has captivated readers since its publication in 1911. This enchanting
story explores themes of healing, friendship, and the transformative power of
nature through the journey of its young protagonists. The narrative follows
Mary Lennox, a lonely and spoiled girl who discovers a hidden garden that
will change her life and the lives of those around her. In this article, we
will delve into a detailed summary of the novel, its main characters, themes,
and the enduring legacy of Burnett'’s work.

Summary of The Secret Garden

The story begins in India, where Mary Lennox, a sour and unloved child, lives
with her wealthy parents. After a cholera outbreak claims her parents’ lives,
Mary is sent to live with her uncle, Archibald Craven, in a large, gloomy
mansion in Yorkshire, England. The mansion, Misselthwaite Manor, is filled
with secrets, including a mysterious locked garden that has not been tended
to for a decade following the death of Mrs. Craven, Archibald's wife.

Mary's Arrival at Misselthwaite Manor

Upon her arrival, Mary is initially discontented and withdrawn. She is met by
the housekeeper, Mrs. Medlock, who informs her that she must stay in her
uncle's home. The manor feels cold and unwelcoming, reflecting Mary's own
emotional state. As she explores the sprawling estate, Mary discovers:

1. The Moor: The surrounding moorland is bleak and desolate, mirroring Mary’s
inner turmoil.

2. The Staff: Most of the household staff are indifferent to her presence,
further isolating her.

3. The Hidden Secrets: Mary learns about her uncle's reclusive nature and the
existence of the locked garden.

Discovery of the Secret Garden

While wandering the grounds, Mary hears whispers of a secret garden that has
been locked away. Intrigued, she becomes determined to find it. With the help
of a friendly robin, she discovers the key to the garden and unlocks it.
Inside, she finds a wild and beautiful space, overgrown and neglected, yet
filled with potential. As Mary begins to tend to the garden, she experiences
a transformation. The garden becomes a place of solace and renewal, mirroring



her emotional growth.

Meeting Dickon and Colin

During her adventures, Mary meets two significant characters: Dickon Sowerby,
a kind and nature-loving boy who has a way with animals, and her cousin Colin
Craven, a sickly boy who has been hidden away in the manor due to his illness
and his father's grief.

1. Dickon: He embodies the spirit of nature. He becomes Mary's confidant and
helps her tend to the garden, teaching her about the plants and animals.

2. Colin: Initially, Colin is a bitter and spoiled child, convinced that he
is too weak to walk. Mary’s determination to help him mirrors her own journey
of self-discovery.

As Mary spends time with Dickon and Colin, she encourages them to embrace the

beauty of the garden and the outside world, leading to profound
transformations in their lives.

The Transformation of Characters

The garden serves as a catalyst for change in all three characters:

- Mary: She evolves from a selfish and unhappy girl into a nurturing and
joyful child. The act of caring for the garden teaches her empathy and
responsibility.

- Colin: Inspired by Mary’s determination, Colin begins to regain his
strength. The garden motivates him to stand up and walk for the first time,
symbolizing his emotional and physical rebirth.

- Dickon: With his innate connection to nature, Dickon represents the ideal

of harmony with the world. His friendship with Mary and Colin reinforces the
importance of companionship and support.

Thematic Exploration

Frances Hodgson Burnett weaves several interrelated themes throughout The
Secret Garden, which contribute to its lasting appeal.

The Healing Power of Nature



One of the most prominent themes is the healing power of nature. The garden
itself becomes a symbol of renewal and restoration. As the children cultivate
the garden, they also cultivate their own hearts and minds, demonstrating how
nature can foster growth and recovery.



