
the secret of amityville
The secret of Amityville has captivated the minds of paranormal enthusiasts,
horror fans, and curious onlookers for decades. The infamous Amityville
Horror case, which originated in the small town of Amityville, New York, has
become synonymous with supernatural occurrences, psychological terror, and
the exploration of human fears. This article delves into the rich history,
the chilling events that transpired, and the ongoing intrigue surrounding the
Amityville Horror, shedding light on why it remains a topic of fascination.

History of the Amityville House

The Amityville Horror story began in November 1974, when Ronald DeFeo Jr.
committed a gruesome murder of his entire family at 112 Ocean Avenue. The
tragic event claimed the lives of six members of the DeFeo family, and the
details surrounding the killings were both shocking and gruesome. Ronald was
later apprehended and claimed that voices in the house had compelled him to
commit the murders.

The DeFeo Murders

The DeFeo family was well-known in the community, which made the brutal
slayings even more shocking. Here are some key points about the DeFeo
murders:

Ronald DeFeo Jr. was arrested on November 13, 1974.

He was convicted of second-degree murder and sentenced to six concurrent
sentences of 25 years to life.

The family was found in their beds, each shot with a .35 caliber rifle.

Ronald claimed that he had heard voices urging him to kill his family.

The shocking nature of the crimes attracted significant media attention,
setting the stage for the subsequent events that would lead to the house's
infamous reputation.

The Lutz Family's Experience

In December 1975, George and Kathy Lutz, along with their three children,



moved into the DeFeo home, unaware of its dark history. Their experiences in
the house would become the cornerstone of the Amityville Horror legend.

Unexplained Phenomena

Shortly after moving in, the Lutz family began experiencing a series of
bizarre and terrifying events. Some of the most notable occurrences included:

Strange odors, such as the smell of rotting flesh.

Cold spots and sudden temperature drops.

Unexplained noises, including footsteps and voices.

Fleas and other insects infesting the house, despite it being winter.

George Lutz’s transformation into a more aggressive and angry demeanor.

Visions of the previous occupants and ghostly figures.

The Lutz family's experiences were so unsettling that they lasted only 28
days in the house before fleeing in fear. Their story would later be
chronicled in the book "The Amityville Horror" by Jay Anson, published in
1977, which brought the tale to a wider audience.

The Role of the Media

The media played an instrumental role in amplifying the story of the
Amityville Horror. Following the publication of Anson’s book, numerous
articles, television shows, and films were produced, further solidifying the
Amityville legend in popular culture.

Key Media Adaptations

Several adaptations have been made about the Amityville Horror, including:

The Amityville Horror (1979) - The original film adaptation that helped1.
launch a series of sequels.

The Amityville Horror (2005) - A modern remake featuring Ryan Reynolds2.
that brought the story to a new generation.



The Amityville Murders (2018) - A film that explores the events leading3.
up to the DeFeo murders.

Documentaries and Podcasts - Numerous true crime and paranormal series4.
have discussed the Amityville case, each adding layers to the narrative.

These adaptations have not only entertained but have also sparked discussions
about the nature of truth, fiction, and the supernatural.

Debunking the Myth

Despite the widespread notoriety of the Amityville Horror, skeptics have
raised questions about the authenticity of the Lutz family's claims.
Investigations and expert analyses have sought to unravel the mystery,
leading to a variety of theories.

Common Skeptic Arguments

Some of the most common arguments against the authenticity of the Amityville
Horror include:

The Lutzes' financial motivations - Critics argue that the Lutz family
may have exaggerated their experiences to profit from book and film
deals.

Lack of evidence - Many paranormal investigators have pointed out the
absence of verifiable evidence to support the Lutz family's claims.

Contradictory accounts - Over the years, various members of the Lutz
family have provided differing accounts of their experiences, leading to
skepticism.

Despite these arguments, the Amityville Horror continues to thrive in popular
culture, maintaining its status as an iconic tale of supernatural terror.

The Legacy of Amityville

The secret of Amityville endures, influencing various aspects of culture and
society. From horror films to discussions on the paranormal, the Amityville
Horror has left an indelible mark.



Cultural Impact

The Amityville case has influenced not only horror fiction but also sparked
debates about morality, the afterlife, and the human psyche. Its legacy
includes:

Inspiration for countless horror stories and films.

Increased interest in paranormal investigations and ghost hunting.

A cautionary tale about the consequences of violence and trauma on
families.

The ongoing discussion of the blurred lines between reality and fiction
in true crime narratives.

Conclusion

The secret of Amityville remains a powerful narrative that intertwines
tragedy with the supernatural. The events surrounding the DeFeo murders and
the Lutz family's harrowing experiences have created an enduring legend that
continues to fascinate and terrify. Whether one believes in the paranormal or
not, the story of Amityville serves as a reminder of the complexities of
human fear, the allure of the unknown, and the stories we tell ourselves
about our past. As long as there are tales of hauntings and horrors, the
Amityville Horror will continue to be a part of our cultural lexicon, leaving
us to wonder what truly lies behind the walls of that infamous house.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Amityville Horror?
The Amityville Horror refers to a series of paranormal events experienced by
the Lutz family after they moved into a house in Amityville, New York, where
a mass murder occurred in 1974.

What happened in the Amityville house before the
Lutz family moved in?
In 1974, Ronald DeFeo Jr. murdered six members of his family in the house,
which later became the basis for the Amityville Horror legend.



Are the claims of paranormal activity in Amityville
credible?
The credibility of the Lutz family's claims has been widely debated, with
some skeptics attributing their experiences to psychological factors or
fabrication for profit.

How has the Amityville story impacted popular
culture?
The Amityville Horror has inspired numerous books, films, and documentaries,
making it one of the most famous haunted house stories in American culture.

What role did the book 'The Amityville Horror' play
in the story's popularity?
Published in 1977 by Jay Anson, 'The Amityville Horror' novel popularized the
events experienced by the Lutz family, leading to widespread interest and
subsequent film adaptations.

Is the Amityville house still standing, and can
people visit it?
Yes, the Amityville house still stands and is privately owned. While it is
not open for tours, curious visitors often drive by to see the infamous
location.

What are some common misconceptions about the
Amityville Horror?
Common misconceptions include the belief that the Lutz family lived in the
house for a long time; in reality, they only stayed for 28 days before
fleeing due to the alleged haunting.
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