
the secret of the serpent mound
The secret of the serpent mound has fascinated archaeologists, historians,
and visitors alike for centuries. Located in Adams County, Ohio, this
prehistoric effigy mound is one of North America's most enigmatic
archaeological sites. The serpent mound is not only a testament to the
advanced skills of its builders but also a source of intrigue regarding its
purpose, cultural significance, and the mysteries that still surround it
today.

Historical Background

The Creation of the Mound

The serpent mound is believed to have been constructed during one of three
primary periods:

1. The Adena Culture (1000 BC – 300 AD): The earliest known inhabitants of
the region, the Adena people, were skilled mound builders. While some
researchers argue that the mound may have originated during this period,
there is no definitive evidence linking it directly to them.

2. The Fort Ancient Culture (1000 AD – 1650 AD): Most archaeologists agree
that the mound was likely constructed by the Fort Ancient culture, a group
known for their elaborate earthworks and intricate social structures. This
culture thrived in the Ohio River Valley and demonstrated advanced
agricultural practices.

3. Later Interpretations: Some theories suggest that the mound may have been
used or reused by various Native American tribes long after its initial
construction, each adding their interpretations and meanings.

Physical Characteristics

The serpent mound stretches approximately 1,348 feet in length and stands
about three feet high. Its serpentine shape resembles a snake with a coiled
tail and an oval-shaped head, which some believe may symbolize fertility or a
connection to the cosmos. Key features include:

- The Tail: An elongated, tightly coiled section that appears to represent
the tail of the serpent.
- The Head: A rounded section that may have contained ceremonial
significance, possibly aligned with celestial events.
- Earthworks: The mound is composed primarily of soil and stones, arranged



meticulously to create its distinct form.

Cultural Significance

Symbolism

The serpent is a powerful symbol in many Native American cultures, often
representing transformation, healing, and the cycle of life. The design of
the serpent mound is thought to embody various symbolic meanings, including:

- Celestial Alignment: Some researchers suggest that the mound aligns with
celestial events, such as solstices and lunar cycles, indicating that its
builders had a sophisticated understanding of astronomy.
- Spiritual Practices: The mound may have served as a site for rituals,
ceremonies, and burials, reinforcing the connection between the physical
landscape and spiritual beliefs.

Archaeological Discoveries

Over the years, archaeological excavations have revealed valuable insights
into the mound's purpose and the lives of its builders:

- Artifacts: Items such as ceramics, tools, and burial objects have been
found in and around the site, providing clues about the people who created
the mound.
- Burials: Although no human remains have been discovered within the serpent
mound itself, nearby burial sites have yielded artifacts indicative of the
cultural practices of the mound builders.

Theories Surrounding the Mound

Numerous theories have emerged regarding the purpose and meaning of the
serpent mound. Some of the most prominent include:

Astrological Calendar

One of the most intriguing theories proposes that the serpent mound
functioned as an astronomical calendar. This hypothesis is supported by:

- Alignments with Celestial Events: Certain features of the mound appear to
align with the rising and setting of the sun and moon, suggesting it may have



been used to track seasonal changes.
- Verification through Research: Several studies have demonstrated the
mound's alignment with significant astronomical events, reinforcing the idea
that it held great importance for the people who constructed it.

Religious and Ceremonial Use

Another prevalent theory posits that the serpent mound served as a site for
religious or ceremonial practices. This theory is substantiated by:

- Ritualistic Significance: The serpent as a symbol may have played a role in
rituals associated with agriculture, fertility, or the afterlife.
- Indications of Gatherings: The presence of artifacts and potential burial
sites nearby suggests that the serpent mound was a gathering place for people
to engage in communal activities or ceremonies.

Mythological Connections

Some researchers have explored the connections between the serpent mound and
various Native American myths. These connections might include:

- Creation Stories: The serpent is often featured in creation myths,
symbolizing the emergence of life or the duality of existence.
- Cultural Narratives: Local tribes may have incorporated the mound into
their oral histories, attributing specific legends or teachings to the
structure.

Preservation and Modern Significance

Current Status of the Mound

Today, the serpent mound is a designated National Historic Landmark and is
preserved by the Arc of Appalachia Preserve System. Efforts are ongoing to
protect the site from environmental degradation and human interference.
Measures include:

- Visitor Education: The site offers educational programs to inform visitors
about its history and significance.
- Research Initiatives: Continued archaeological research aims to uncover
further insights into the mound and its builders.



Impact on Native American Communities

The serpent mound holds a profound place in the history and culture of Native
American communities. Its preservation has prompted:

- Cultural Revitalization: Many tribes are revisiting the mound as a source
of cultural pride and a reminder of their ancestors' achievements.
- Collaborative Efforts: Native American groups are collaborating with
archaeologists and historians to ensure that their perspectives and
interpretations are included in the ongoing study of the mound.

Conclusion

The secret of the serpent mound continues to captivate the imagination of
scholars and visitors alike. Its enigmatic design, coupled with the rich
cultural history of its builders, creates an endless source of fascination.
Whether viewed as an astronomical calendar, a site of spiritual significance,
or a reflection of mythological narratives, the serpent mound serves as an
enduring symbol of human creativity and the profound connection between
people and the land. As research progresses and new discoveries are made, the
secrets of the serpent mound may yet reveal more about the ancient
civilizations that once thrived in North America.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Serpent Mound?
The Serpent Mound is an effigy mound located in Adams County, Ohio, shaped
like a serpent with a coiled tail and an undulating body, believed to be
constructed by indigenous cultures.

What theories exist regarding the purpose of the
Serpent Mound?
Theories about the purpose of the Serpent Mound include it being a ceremonial
site, an astronomical observatory, or a representation of a serpent deity,
though its exact purpose remains uncertain.

Who constructed the Serpent Mound?
The construction of the Serpent Mound is attributed to either the Adena
culture (1000 BC to 100 AD) or the Fort Ancient culture (1000 AD to 1650 AD),
with ongoing debate among archaeologists.



What is the significance of the Serpent Mound's
alignment with celestial events?
The Serpent Mound is believed to align with celestial events, such as
solstices and lunar events, suggesting that it may have served an
astronomical purpose for its creators.

Has the Serpent Mound been studied extensively?
Yes, the Serpent Mound has been the subject of extensive archaeological and
historical study, with notable investigations conducted in the 19th century
and ongoing research into its cultural significance.

What preservation efforts are in place for the
Serpent Mound?
The Serpent Mound is maintained by the Arc of Appalachia Preserve System,
which focuses on preservation, education, and promoting awareness of its
historical and cultural importance.

Can visitors access the Serpent Mound site today?
Yes, visitors can access the Serpent Mound site, which includes a walking
trail around the mound, an observation tower, and an informative museum to
learn about its history and significance.
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