
the setting of dr jekyll and mr hyde
The setting of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde plays a crucial role in shaping the narrative and themes of
Robert Louis Stevenson's classic novella. The story unfolds in Victorian London, a city emblematic of
the complex dualities of human nature. This article delves into the various dimensions of the setting,
exploring how it influences the characters, themes, and the overall atmosphere of the tale.

Victorian London: A City of Contrasts

The backdrop of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde is Victorian London, a metropolis that encapsulates the
contradictions of the era. The city is marked by rapid industrialization, social stratification, and moral
ambiguity. These elements are crucial in setting the tone for the story.

Industrialization and Urbanization

During the Victorian era, London underwent significant changes due to the Industrial Revolution. The
transformation of the city can be seen in several key aspects:

1. Urban Growth: London expanded dramatically, attracting people from various regions seeking
employment. This influx created a melting pot of cultures but also led to overcrowding and social
issues.

2. Technological Advancements: Innovations such as the steam engine and the telegraph
revolutionized transportation and communication. However, these advancements also fostered a
sense of alienation among the populace.

3. Class Division: The stark divide between the wealthy and the poor became more pronounced. The
affluent resided in well-kept neighborhoods, while the working class inhabited the grimy, overcrowded
districts.

These factors contribute to the duality present in the novella, as characters navigate between the
respectable and the depraved.

Geographical Features of London

The geographical setting of London plays a significant role in the novella. The contrast between
different areas reflects the moral dichotomy central to the story.

- The West End: This area represents the affluent society, characterized by grand homes and public
spaces. Dr. Jekyll's residence, located here, symbolizes respectability and social status.

- The East End: In stark contrast, this part of London is home to the poor and destitute. The squalor
and crime of this area mirror the darker aspects of human nature, epitomized by Mr. Hyde.



- The Fog and Darkness: The pervasive fog and nighttime settings serve as metaphors for the
obscured moral clarity of the characters. The fog often envelops the city, creating a sense of mystery
and foreboding.

The Duality of Place: Jekyll’s Laboratory

Dr. Jekyll's laboratory serves as a pivotal setting in the novella, embodying the theme of duality.

Symbolism of the Laboratory

1. Scientific Pursuit: The laboratory is where Jekyll conducts his experiments, representing the quest
for knowledge and the desire to transcend human limitations.

2. Hidden Secrets: The lab is concealed behind Jekyll’s respectable home, symbolizing the hidden
nature of his experiments and the darker side of human existence.

3. Transformation: It is within the walls of this laboratory that Jekyll transforms into Hyde, illustrating
the blurred lines between good and evil.

Contrast with Jekyll’s Home

- The Respectable Facade: Jekyll’s residence is a symbol of respectability, featuring a well-maintained
exterior and a refined interior. This contrasts sharply with the laboratory, suggesting that
appearances can be deceiving.

- Moral Conflict: The juxtaposition of the two spaces reflects Jekyll’s internal struggle between his
societal obligations and his repressed desires. The home represents his social persona, while the
laboratory embodies his hidden, darker self.

Key Locations in the Narrative

Several critical locations serve as backdrops for the unfolding drama in Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. Each
location contributes to the overall themes and character development.

Hyde’s Residence

- The Disreputable Neighborhood: Hyde's abode is located in a rundown area, emphasizing his
association with vice and moral decay. The setting reinforces the idea that Hyde embodies the darker
aspects of humanity.

- Symbol of Fear: The residence serves as a place of dread for those who encounter it, mirroring



Hyde's terrifying nature. The physical space reflects the moral corruption he represents.

The Streets of London

- Setting for Confrontation: Many pivotal events occur on the streets of London, including Hyde's
violent encounters. The urban landscape serves as a catalyst for these confrontations, showcasing the
chaos and unpredictability of human behavior.

- Anonymity and Isolation: The bustling streets also highlight the anonymity of city life, allowing
individuals to act without accountability. This theme is central to the novella, as it explores how
societal pressures can lead to the emergence of one's darker self.

Thematic Implications of the Setting

The setting of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde is not merely a backdrop; it is intricately tied to the novella's
themes of duality, repression, and the struggle between good and evil.

Duality of Human Nature

- Embodiment of Conflict: The contrasting settings of London reflect the internal conflict experienced
by Jekyll and Hyde. The city serves as a microcosm of the human psyche, illustrating the coexistence
of light and dark within individuals.

- Societal Expectations: The pressures of Victorian society force individuals to suppress their desires,
leading to the creation of alter egos. Jekyll's transformation into Hyde represents the consequences of
this repression.

Isolation and Alienation

- Urban Alienation: The anonymity of city life contributes to feelings of isolation. Characters like Jekyll
and Hyde are emblematic of this alienation, as they struggle to connect with others while grappling
with their inner demons.

- Moral Isolation: Jekyll’s descent into villainy and Hyde's emergence create a profound sense of moral
isolation, as he becomes increasingly disconnected from his former self and society’s values.

Conclusion: The Setting as a Character

In Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, the setting of Victorian London is not just a backdrop; it is a dynamic force
that shapes the narrative and illuminates the complexities of human nature. The geographical and
social contrasts within the city mirror the internal struggles of the characters, particularly Dr. Jekyll



and Mr. Hyde. As the story unfolds, the setting becomes a character in its own right, influencing the
actions and fates of those who inhabit it. Through its fog-laden streets, opulent homes, and grimy
laboratories, Stevenson masterfully crafts a world that reflects the duality of mankind, making the
setting integral to the themes and impact of the novella.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary setting of 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'?
The primary setting of 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde' is Victorian London, which plays a crucial role in
establishing the mood and themes of the story.

How does the setting of Victorian London contribute to the
themes of duality?
Victorian London, with its stark contrasts between the respectable society and the hidden underbelly,
reflects the duality of human nature that is central to the novella.

What specific locations in London are significant in the story?
Key locations include Dr. Jekyll's well-appointed home, the dark and foggy streets of Soho, and the
sinister laboratory where Mr. Hyde is created.

How does the fog in London symbolize elements of the story?
The fog in London symbolizes confusion, secrecy, and the duality of existence, mirroring the hidden
aspects of Jekyll's and Hyde's identities.

In what ways does the setting reflect the character of Mr.
Hyde?
The dark, gloomy, and chaotic parts of London, especially Soho, reflect Mr. Hyde's malevolent nature
and his disconnect from societal norms.

How does the contrast between Jekyll's home and Hyde's
environment enhance the narrative?
The contrast between Jekyll's refined home and Hyde's grim surroundings underscores the struggle
between the civilized self and the primal instincts represented by Hyde.

What role does the setting play in the development of
suspense in the story?
The oppressive and shadowy atmosphere of Victorian London creates a sense of suspense and
foreboding, heightening the tension as the story unfolds.



How does the setting influence the characters' interactions?
The setting often dictates the characters' behaviors and interactions, as the societal expectations of
Victorian London clash with the darker impulses represented by Hyde.

What impact does the setting have on the reader's perception
of morality in the story?
The contrasting settings challenge the reader's perception of morality, emphasizing the conflict
between societal norms and the darker aspects of human nature.
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