the seven husbands of evelyn hugo book club
questions

The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo by Taylor Jenkins Reid is a captivating novel that explores
themes of love, identity, and the complexities of fame through the life story of the enigmatic
Hollywood icon, Evelyn Hugo. As book clubs dive into this riveting narrative, thoughtful discussions
can enrich the reading experience. Here, we present a collection of insightful book club questions
that can spark dialogue and deepen understanding of the characters and themes within the novel.

Understanding Evelyn Hugo

Evelyn Hugo is a multifaceted character whose life is marked by both extraordinary achievements
and personal sacrifices. To better understand her journey, consider the following questions:
1. What motivates Evelyn to share her story with Monique Grant?
o Consider the role of aging and the desire for legacy in Evelyn's decision.

o How does her relationship with Monique evolve throughout the story?

2. How does Evelyn’s background shape her character?
o Examine her childhood experiences and their impact on her ambitions.

o Discuss the societal expectations of women during her early life.

3. What does Evelyn's journey reveal about the price of fame?
o Analyze the sacrifices she makes in both her personal and professional life.

o Discuss the contrast between public perception and private reality.

Exploring Relationships

The relationships Evelyn forms throughout her life are pivotal to understanding her character. Here



are some questions that can guide discussions about these connections:

1. How do the dynamics of Evelyn's marriages reflect her personal growth?
o Examine each husband and what he represents in Evelyn's life.

o Discuss the evolution of her views on love and commitment.

2. What role does friendship play in Evelyn's life?
o Analyze her relationship with Celia St. James and its significance.

o How does Evelyn’s friendship with Monique differ from her romantic relationships?

3. What does the book suggest about the complexities of love?
o Consider the different kinds of love portrayed in the novel.

o Discuss the idea that love can be both empowering and destructive.

Thematic Exploration

Evelyn Hugo's story is rich with themes that resonate with readers. To delve deeper into the
thematic elements of the novel, consider these questions:
1. How does the novel address the concept of identity?
o Discuss how Evelyn constructs her public persona versus her private self.

o What does the story suggest about the fluidity of identity?

2. What role does sexuality play in Evelyn's life and decisions?
o Examine how Evelyn’s sexuality influences her relationships and career.

o Discuss the societal attitudes towards sexuality depicted in the book.



3. How does the narrative explore the theme of feminism?
o Analyze Evelyn’s choices and how they challenge traditional gender roles.

o Discuss the portrayal of strong female characters in the novel.

Character Analysis

The characters in "The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo" are well-developed and complex. These
questions can help facilitate discussions about their motivations and growth:

1. Which husband do you think had the most significant impact on Evelyn's life and
why?
o Discuss the influence of each husband on Evelyn's personal and professional decisions.

o What does this reveal about Evelyn’s character?

2. How does Monique’s character evolve throughout the story?
o Examine her initial perceptions of Evelyn and how they change.

o What does Monique learn from Evelyn that affects her own life?
3. What are the moral complexities of Evelyn's decisions?

o Discuss instances where Evelyn makes ethical compromises.

o What does this reveal about her priorities and values?

Imagery and Symbolism



Taylor Jenkins Reid employs vivid imagery and symbolism throughout the novel. Explore these
aspects with the following questions:
1. What symbols stand out to you in the novel, and what do they represent?
o Consider the significance of the color green in relation to envy and desire.

o How do the settings reflect Evelyn's emotional landscape?

2. How does the novel use Hollywood as a backdrop for Evelyn's story?
o Discuss the portrayal of the film industry and its impact on personal lives.

o How does the glitz and glamour contrast with the underlying struggles?

Personal Reflections

Encouraging personal reflections can lead to meaningful discussions. Here are some questions that
can prompt introspection among book club members:
1. Which aspects of Evelyn’s character do you relate to the most?
o Discuss how her struggles mirror your own experiences or observations.

o What lessons can be learned from her journey?

2. What surprised you the most about Evelyn’s story?
o Consider plot twists or revelations that changed your perception of her.

o How did these surprises affect your overall impression of the book?

3. What do you think is Evelyn’s ultimate message to readers?
o Discuss the themes of resilience, authenticity, and self-acceptance.

o How can these messages be applied in today’s context?



Conclusion

"The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo" serves as a profound exploration of a woman's life in the
spotlight, filled with triumphs and tribulations. By engaging with these book club questions, readers
can uncover deeper meanings within the text, fostering a richer understanding of Evelyn Hugo's
character and the themes woven throughout her story. Whether discussing relationships, identity, or
the complexities of love, the conversations inspired by this novel can leave a lasting impact on
participants, encouraging them to reflect on their own lives and the narratives they create.

Frequently Asked Questions

What themes of identity and self-discovery are explored in
‘The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo'?

The novel delves into themes of identity as Evelyn navigates her public persona versus her true self.
Her multiple marriages serve as a backdrop for her journey of self-discovery, highlighting the
tension between personal desires and societal expectations.

How does the narrative structure of the novel impact the
reader's understanding of Evelyn's character?

The dual timeline and Evelyn’s retrospective narration allow readers to see her development over
the years. This structure creates a deeper connection to her motives and struggles, making her a
more complex and relatable character.

What role does the setting of Hollywood play in the story?

Hollywood serves as a character in itself, representing both the allure of fame and the harsh realities
of the entertainment industry. The glitz and glamor contrast with the personal sacrifices Evelyn
makes, emphasizing the cost of success.

Discuss the significance of female relationships in the novel.

Female relationships, particularly between Evelyn and Celia, highlight themes of love, rivalry, and
loyalty. Their bond shows how women navigate a male-dominated industry and the complexities of
friendship amidst personal ambition.

How does the author, Taylor Jenkins Reid, portray LGBTQ+



representation in the book?

Reid portrays LGBTQ+ relationships authentically, particularly through Evelyn's relationship with
Celia, challenging societal norms of the time. Their love story is presented with depth and nuance,
reflecting both the joy and struggles of being a queer woman in the 1950s.

What is the significance of the title 'The Seven Husbands of
Evelyn Hugo'?

The title symbolizes not just Evelyn's marriages but also her quest for love, power, and control over
her narrative. Each husband represents different phases of her life and the various ways she sought
fulfillment.

How do the characters in the novel challenge traditional
gender roles?

Evelyn and other female characters challenge traditional gender roles through their ambitions and
desires. Evelyn, in particular, defies expectations by using her marriages as a means to gain agency
and navigate her career in a patriarchal society.

What does Evelyn’s story reveal about the nature of fame and
its consequences?

Evelyn's story reveals that fame comes with significant sacrifices and loneliness. While it offers
power and influence, it also isolates her and forces her to constantly adapt her identity to fit public
expectations.

In what ways does the novel address the concept of love and
its complexities?

The novel explores love in its various forms—romantic, platonic, and self-love. Through Evelyn's
relationships, it highlights the complications of love intertwined with ambition, betrayal, and the
search for personal happiness.
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