the smiths light that never goes out

The Smiths Light That Never Goes Out is not just a song; it’s an anthem that
captures the essence of youthful longing and existential despair. Released in
1986 as part of the band's critically acclaimed album "The Queen Is Dead,"
this track has resonated with listeners across generations. Its haunting
melodies, poignant lyrics, and Morrissey's distinctive vocal delivery make it
a timeless piece of music that continues to evoke strong emotions. In this
article, we will delve into the song's themes, its cultural impact, and why
it remains a beloved part of The Smiths' legacy.

Understanding the Song's Themes

The Smiths were known for their ability to explore complex emotions, and
"Light That Never Goes Out" is no exception. The song encapsulates several
key themes that contribute to its enduring appeal.

1. Loneliness and Isolation

At its core, the song speaks to feelings of loneliness and the desire for
connection. Morrissey's lyrics convey a sense of yearning that many listeners
can relate to:

— Desire for companionship: The protagonist expresses a longing for intimate
relationships, reflecting the universal need for love and acceptance.
— Isolation in urban life: The backdrop of a bustling city suggests a paradox
where one can feel utterly alone, despite being surrounded by people.

2. Romantic Idealism

The song also touches on themes of romantic idealism. The protagonist dreams
of escape and adventure, which is a common fantasy among youth:

— Escapism: The desire to break free from the mundane and experience life
fully.

— Tragic romance: The acknowledgment that love can be both beautiful and
painful, intertwined with a sense of impending loss.

3. Mortality and Existentialism

The lyrics hint at deeper existential questions, particularly regarding
life's fleeting nature:

— The fragility of life: The notion that life is short and often unfulfilled.
— Legacy: The desire to leave a mark, even if it’s just through a fleeting
moment of love or connection.



The Cultural Impact of "Light That Never Goes
Out"

Since its release, "Light That Never Goes Out" has had a significant cultural
impact, influencing various spheres, from music to film.

1. Influence on Music

The Smiths' sound and style have inspired countless artists across genres.
The emotional depth and lyrical complexity of "Light That Never Goes Out" can
be seen in the work of many contemporary musicians:

- Indie and Alternative Rock: Bands like Radiohead, The National, and Arctic
Monkeys have drawn from The Smiths’ introspective style.

— Emo and Post—-Punk: The raw vulnerability in the song's lyrics resonates
with the themes explored in these genres.

2. Appearances in Film and Television

The song has been featured in numerous films and television shows,
reinforcing its status as a cultural touchstone:

- "500 Days of Summer": The song's inclusion in this romantic dramedy
highlights its themes of love and loss.

"The Perks of Being a Wallflower": The emotional weight of the song
complements the coming-of-age narrative of the film.

Why "Light That Never Goes Out" Remains
Timeless

Several factors contribute to the enduring popularity of "Light That Never
Goes Out."

1. Relatable Lyrics

The song's lyrics resonate with anyone who has ever felt lost or yearned for
connection. The universal themes of love, loss, and existential questioning
make it relatable across different ages and backgrounds.

2. Melodic Composition

Musically, the song is a perfect blend of melancholic melodies and uplifting
instrumentation. The lush arrangement, featuring Johnny Marr's jangly guitar
riffs and orchestral elements, creates a soundscape that captures the
emotional weight of the lyrics.



3. Iconic Status of The Smiths

The Smiths hold a legendary status in the music industry, and "Light That
Never Goes Out" is often cited as one of their best works. The band's unique
sound and Morrissey's distinctive voice have solidified their place in music
history.

Exploring the Legacy of The Smiths

The Smiths emerged during a tumultuous time in the UK, and their music
reflected the societal issues of the era. Their influence extends beyond just
"Light That Never Goes Out."

1. The Enduring Appeal of the Band

Despite disbanding in 1987, The Smiths continue to attract new fans. Their
music speaks to the struggles of adolescence, identity, and belonging, making
it relevant for each new generation.

2. The Impact of Morrissey

Morrissey’s persona and lyrical style have made him a controversial yet
captivating figure in music:

— Cult following: His unique blend of wit and melancholy has garnered a
dedicated fanbase.

— Influence on songwriting: His introspective and often autobiographical
lyrics have inspired countless artists.

Conclusion

In conclusion, The Smiths Light That Never Goes Out is more than just a song;
it’s a powerful exploration of love, loss, and the search for meaning in a
chaotic world. Its themes of loneliness and romantic idealism resonate deeply
with listeners, ensuring its place in the hearts of fans for decades to come.
The song's cultural impact, combined with The Smiths' legacy, solidifies its
status as a timeless classic that will continue to inspire and evoke emotion
in future generations. Whether you’re hearing it for the first time or the
hundredth, "Light That Never Goes Out" remains a profound reminder of the
beauty and tragedy of life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Smiths - The Light



That Never Goes Out'?

The main theme revolves around longing for connection, the desire for escape,
and the melancholy of unfulfilled love.

What does the phrase 'and if a double-decker bus
crashes into us' symbolize in the song?

It symbolizes a yearning for a dramatic, almost romantic end, reflecting both
vulnerability and a desire for intensity in a relationship.

How did 'The Light That Never Goes Out' impact
popular culture?

The song has become an anthem for misfits and has been featured in various
films, TV shows, and covers by numerous artists, solidifying its status in
pop culture.

Who wrote 'The Light That Never Goes Out' and when
was it released?

The song was written by Morrissey and Johnny Marr and was released in 1986 as
part of The Smiths' album 'The Queen Is Dead'.

What musical elements contribute to the song's
emotional impact?

The song features jangly guitars, a poignant melody, and Morrissey's
evocative vocal delivery, which together create a haunting and nostalgic
atmosphere.

Why is 'The Light That Never Goes Out' often
considered a fan favorite?

Its relatable lyrics, emotional depth, and memorable melody resonate with
listeners, making it a timeless favorite among fans of The Smiths.

What is the significance of the song's title, 'The
Light That Never Goes Out'?

The title suggests themes of enduring love and hope, contrasting with the
darker elements of the lyrics, and implies a light that persists despite
life's challenges.
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