
the sniper plot diagram
The sniper plot diagram serves as a structural framework that helps readers
and writers alike understand the basic elements of a narrative. This diagram
illustrates the progression of a story, from its exposition to its
resolution, thereby allowing for a clearer comprehension of the narrative
flow. It is particularly useful in analyzing short stories, novels, films,
and other forms of storytelling. In this article, we will explore the various
components of the sniper plot diagram, its significance in storytelling, and
how it can be applied to different narratives, including the short story “The
Sniper” by Liam O'Flaherty, which provides a poignant exploration of the
themes of war, conflict, and human emotion.

Understanding the Sniper Plot Diagram

The sniper plot diagram is commonly divided into several key components, each
representing a stage in the narrative arc. These components include:

1. Exposition: The introduction of the characters, setting, and context.
2. Rising Action: The series of events that create tension and build up to
the climax.
3. Climax: The turning point of the story, where the main conflict reaches
its peak.
4. Falling Action: The events following the climax, leading towards the
resolution.
5. Resolution: The conclusion of the story, where conflicts are resolved, and
the narrative comes to a close.

Understanding each of these elements will enhance the reader's appreciation
of the story and the author's intent.

Components of the Sniper Plot Diagram

Exposition

The exposition serves as the foundation of the story, setting the stage for
everything that follows. In the context of “The Sniper,” the exposition
introduces the main character, a Republican sniper, and establishes the
backdrop of the Irish Civil War. Key elements include:

- Setting: The story takes place on a rooftop in Dublin, during a tumultuous
time of conflict.
- Character Introduction: The sniper, a skilled yet conflicted soldier, is



depicted as both ruthless and vulnerable.
- Context: The political and social atmosphere of the time, characterized by
deep divisions and violence.

This initial setup is crucial for understanding the characters' motivations
and the stakes involved in the story.

Rising Action

The rising action consists of events that heighten tension and develop the
conflict. In “The Sniper,” the protagonist engages in a tense shootout with
an enemy sniper. Key events in the rising action include:

- The sniper's initial strategy and movements as he identifies targets.
- The moment he is shot in the arm, escalating the stakes and physical
danger.
- The tactical maneuvering and psychological tension between the two snipers.

This phase builds suspense, drawing readers deeper into the conflict and the
sniper's internal struggles.

Climax

The climax is the peak of the story, where the conflict reaches its most
intense point. In “The Sniper,” the climax occurs when the protagonist
manages to kill the opposing sniper. However, this moment is fraught with
irony and emotional weight:

- The sniper's victory is overshadowed by the realization that he has
eliminated a human being.
- The psychological toll of his actions becomes apparent, leading to a moment
of self-reflection.

This turning point is crucial as it shifts the narrative from external
conflict to internal conflict, emphasizing the moral complexities of war.

Falling Action

Following the climax, the falling action consists of events that lead toward
resolution. In this stage of “The Sniper,” the protagonist grapples with the
aftermath of his actions:

- He examines the body of the sniper he has killed, only to discover that it
was his own brother.
- This revelation marks a profound emotional shift and highlights the tragic



consequences of war.

The falling action serves to deepen the impact of the climax, emphasizing the
themes of loss and the futility of conflict.

Resolution

The resolution ties up the story's loose ends and provides closure. In “The
Sniper,” the resolution emphasizes the deep personal tragedy experienced by
the protagonist:

- The realization of fratricide leaves the sniper in anguish and despair.
- The story closes with a poignant reflection on the senselessness of war and
the personal costs of violence.

This conclusion leaves readers with powerful questions about loyalty,
identity, and the consequences of ideological divides.

The Significance of the Sniper Plot Diagram

The sniper plot diagram is an essential tool for both writers and readers.
Its significance lies in several key areas:

Enhancing Narrative Structure

For writers, the sniper plot diagram aids in crafting a well-structured
narrative. By outlining the key components, authors can ensure that their
stories maintain a clear trajectory, engaging readers from beginning to end.
This structure helps in:

- Organizing thoughts and ideas before writing.
- Identifying potential weaknesses in story flow.
- Ensuring that the climax and resolution are impactful.

Improving Comprehension

For readers, understanding the sniper plot diagram fosters a deeper
comprehension of the narrative. Recognizing the elements of the plot allows
readers to:

- Anticipate developments within the story.
- Analyze character motivations and conflicts more effectively.
- Appreciate the thematic messages conveyed by the author.



This understanding enriches the reading experience and encourages critical
thinking about the narrative.

Applying the Sniper Plot Diagram to Different
Narratives

The sniper plot diagram can be applied to a variety of narratives,
irrespective of genre or medium. Here are some examples:

Literature

In novels and short stories, the sniper plot diagram can help dissect complex
narratives. For instance:

- “The Great Gatsby” by F. Scott Fitzgerald: The exposition introduces Jay
Gatsby and his unrequited love for Daisy. The rising action builds tension
through parties and conflicts, culminating in the climax of Gatsby's
confrontation with Tom. The falling action reveals the consequences of their
choices, leading to the resolution of Gatsby's tragic end.

Film

Movies often follow a similar narrative structure, making the sniper plot
diagram applicable in film analysis:

- “Inception” directed by Christopher Nolan: The exposition establishes the
dream-sharing technology. The rising action builds tension as characters
navigate various dream layers. The climax occurs during the chaotic
confrontation in the dream world, followed by the falling action where
characters grapple with their realities, culminating in the ambiguous
resolution.

Theatre

Theatre performances also adhere to the sniper plot diagram, providing a
blueprint for playwrights:

- “Hamlet” by William Shakespeare: The exposition introduces Prince Hamlet
and the ghost of his father. The rising action involves Hamlet's internal
conflict and the play within a play. The climax occurs when Hamlet confronts
Gertrude and kills Polonius. The falling action leads to the tragic
culmination of events, resolving with multiple deaths in the final act.



Conclusion

In conclusion, the sniper plot diagram is a valuable tool for analyzing and
crafting narratives across various forms of storytelling. Its structured
approach to understanding plot development enhances both the writing and
reading experience. By breaking down the elements of exposition, rising
action, climax, falling action, and resolution, readers and writers can
appreciate the intricacies of storytelling and the emotional resonance of
narratives like “The Sniper.” This diagram not only aids in comprehension but
also encourages a deeper reflection on the themes and messages that stories
convey, ultimately enriching our understanding of the human experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key elements of the plot diagram in
'The Sniper'?
The key elements include exposition, rising action, climax, falling action,
and resolution, which outline the protagonist's internal conflict and the
tension of the story.

How does the exposition set up the conflict in 'The
Sniper'?
The exposition introduces the setting during the Irish Civil War,
highlighting the sniper's solitary position and the tension of the
environment, which foreshadows the upcoming conflict.

What is the climax of 'The Sniper' and why is it
significant?
The climax occurs when the sniper shoots the enemy sniper, revealing the
intense personal and moral conflict within him, making it a pivotal moment
that heightens the story's tension.

What does the falling action reveal in 'The Sniper'?
The falling action reveals the sniper's emotional turmoil and the
consequences of his actions as he grapples with the reality of his victory
and the loss it entails.

How does the resolution of 'The Sniper' impact the
overall message of the story?
The resolution, where the sniper discovers the identity of his victim,



underscores the senselessness of war and emphasizes the personal costs of
conflict, leaving a lasting impact on the reader.

The Sniper Plot Diagram

The Sniper Plot Diagram

Related Articles
the women with silver wings
the way of the witch
the psychology of heroism

Back to Home

https://www.iknow.study/archive-ga-23-61/the-sniper-plot-diagram.pdf
https://www.iknow.study/archive-ga-23-61/the-women-with-silver-wings.pdf
https://www.iknow.study/archive-ga-23-61/the-way-of-the-witch.pdf
https://www.iknow.study/archive-ga-23-61/the-psychology-of-heroism.pdf
https://www.iknow.study

