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Introduction to The Snow Walker

Published in 1958, "The Snow Walker" is a compelling narrative by Canadian author Farley Mowat that

explores the profound connection between humans and nature. Through a blend of personal

experience and fictional storytelling, Mowat invites readers into the harsh yet beautiful landscapes of

the Canadian Arctic. This article delves into the themes, characters, and impact of Mowat’s work,

highlighting the significance of "The Snow Walker" in Canadian literature and environmental discourse.

Farley Mowat: A Brief Biography

Before exploring "The Snow Walker," it is essential to understand the author, Farley Mowat. Born on

May 12, 1921, in Belleville, Ontario, Mowat’s early experiences in nature shaped his lifelong passion

for wildlife and conservation. He served in World War II, where his experiences further influenced his

writing and worldview.

Mowat published more than 40 books, many of which reflect his deep appreciation for the natural

world and his advocacy for the protection of the environment. His writing style is characterized by

humor, vivid imagery, and a profound respect for the ecosystems he describes.

The Context of "The Snow Walker"

"The Snow Walker" is set against the backdrop of the Canadian wilderness, focusing on the northern

regions where the harshness of the climate challenges human survival. The narrative is rooted in

Mowat’s own experiences during his time in the Arctic, where he encountered both physical and



existential challenges.

Mowat’s intention in writing this book extends beyond mere storytelling; he aims to raise awareness

about the fragility of nature and the impact of human actions on the environment. The book serves as

both a personal journey and a broader commentary on the relationship between man and nature.

The Plot Overview

The central plot of "The Snow Walker" revolves around a young Inuit woman named Kira and a white

man, who is referred to as "the snow walker." Their paths cross in the unforgiving Arctic landscape,

leading to a story filled with adventure, survival, and a deepening bond between cultures.

Main Characters

1. Kira: A resilient Inuit woman who embodies the spirit of her people. She is resourceful, intelligent,

and deeply connected to her environment.

2. The Snow Walker: A symbolic representation of humanity's struggle for survival in the wilderness.

His journey reflects the challenges faced by those who venture into the unknown.

3. The Narrator: Often seen as an extension of Mowat himself, the narrator provides insights into the

cultural and environmental aspects of the Arctic while also sharing personal reflections.

Key Themes

"The Snow Walker" is rich in themes that resonate with readers across generations. Some of the

prominent themes include:



- Connection to Nature: One of the most significant themes is the relationship between humans and

the natural world. Mowat illustrates how survival is intricately linked to understanding and respecting

the environment.

- Cultural Identity: The story explores the cultural differences and similarities between Inuit and non-

Inuit peoples, highlighting the importance of cultural preservation.

- Survival and Resilience: The narrative emphasizes the challenges of survival in extreme conditions,

showcasing the resilience of the characters as they navigate their harsh surroundings.

- Environmental Awareness: Mowat's work serves as a call to action for environmental conservation,

prompting readers to reflect on their own relationships with nature.

The Significance of "The Snow Walker"

"The Snow Walker" holds a significant place in Canadian literature and environmental discourse.

Mowat’s engaging storytelling and vivid descriptions of the Arctic landscape have captured the

imaginations of readers, leading to increased interest in the region and its cultures.

Cultural Impact

The book has contributed to a greater understanding of Indigenous cultures in Canada, providing

insights into their ways of life and the challenges they face. Mowat’s empathetic portrayal of Kira and

her community fosters a sense of respect and appreciation for Indigenous knowledge and traditions.

Moreover, "The Snow Walker" has inspired various adaptations, including a film released in 2003,

which further broadened its reach and impact. The film captures the essence of Mowat’s narrative,

emphasizing the beauty and peril of the Arctic landscape.



Environmental Advocacy

In addition to its literary significance, "The Snow Walker" serves as an important work in the realm of

environmental advocacy. Mowat’s vivid depictions of the Arctic ecosystem raise awareness about the

fragility of these environments and the necessity of protecting them from exploitation and climate

change.

Through his writing, Mowat encourages readers to consider their own impact on the planet and to

advocate for sustainable practices. His passion for wildlife and conservation resonates throughout the

book, making it a timeless piece that continues to inspire action.

Conclusion

In summary, "The Snow Walker" by Farley Mowat is a profound exploration of the relationship between

humans and the natural world. Through the journey of Kira and the snow walker, Mowat highlights

themes of survival, cultural identity, and environmental awareness. The book not only serves as a

captivating story but also as a powerful reminder of the importance of respecting and preserving our

planet.

Mowat’s legacy as a writer and environmentalist is firmly rooted in works like "The Snow Walker,"

which have left an indelible mark on Canadian literature and continue to resonate with readers around

the globe. As we navigate the complexities of the modern world, Mowat’s insights into nature and

humanity remain as relevant as ever, urging us to foster a deeper connection with the environment

and advocate for its protection.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main theme of 'The Snow Walker' by Farley Mowat?

The main theme of 'The Snow Walker' is the relationship between humans and nature, highlighting the

importance of respect and understanding for the natural world.

Who is the protagonist in 'The Snow Walker'?

The protagonist is a young Eskimo woman named Kanaivuk, who embarks on a journey of survival

and self-discovery in the Arctic wilderness.

What significance does the setting have in 'The Snow Walker'?

The Arctic setting serves as both a backdrop and a character in the story, emphasizing the beauty and

harshness of nature, which shapes the characters' experiences and growth.

How does Farley Mowat incorporate indigenous culture in 'The Snow

Walker'?

Mowat incorporates indigenous culture through the depiction of the Inuit way of life, their traditions, and

their deep connection to the land, showcasing their wisdom and resilience.

What literary techniques does Mowat use in 'The Snow Walker'?

Mowat employs vivid imagery, descriptive language, and symbolism to create a strong sense of place

and to convey the emotional depth of the characters' experiences.

What role does survival play in the narrative of 'The Snow Walker'?

Survival is a central element of the narrative, as the characters face physical and emotional challenges

that test their limits and ultimately lead to personal transformation.



How does 'The Snow Walker' reflect Mowat's views on environmental

conservation?

The novel reflects Mowat's views on environmental conservation by portraying the fragile beauty of the

Arctic ecosystem and advocating for the protection of nature against human encroachment.

What impact did 'The Snow Walker' have on Canadian literature?

'The Snow Walker' is considered a significant work in Canadian literature, as it brings attention to

indigenous stories and environmental themes, influencing future writings about nature and cultural

identity.

How does the character development in 'The Snow Walker' contribute

to the story?

Character development in 'The Snow Walker' is crucial, as the journey through the wilderness forces

the characters to confront their beliefs, fears, and relationships, leading to profound personal growth.
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