
the snows of kilimanjaro short story

The Snows of Kilimanjaro is a poignant short story by Ernest Hemingway that explores themes of mortality,
regret, and the complex nature of human experience. Set against the backdrop of the majestic Kilimanjaro
mountain in Tanzania, the narrative delves into the life of Harry, a writer who is grappling with the
inevitability of death. This story not only showcases Hemingway's distinctive prose style but also invites
readers to reflect on their lives and the legacies they leave behind.

Overview of the Story

"The Snows of Kilimanjaro" follows the protagonist, Harry, who is suffering from a gangrenous leg wound
while on an African safari with his wife, Helen. As he lies in a tent at the foot of Kilimanjaro, Harry's thoughts
drift between his past experiences, his regrets, and the looming presence of death. The story oscillates between
his memories and his current predicament, providing insight into his character and the choices he has made
throughout his life.

Characters

- Harry: The central character, an accomplished writer who reflects on his life and the missed opportunities he
had.
- Helen: Harry's wife, who is deeply concerned for his well-being and reveals the complexities of their
relationship.
- The African natives: Represent a backdrop to Harry's introspection, symbolizing life, death, and the natural
cycle.

Thematic Elements

Hemingway's story is rich with themes that resonate with readers on multiple levels:

Mortality and Death

The theme of mortality is prevalent throughout the narrative. Harry’s physical deterioration serves as a
constant reminder of his impending death. His reflections on life and what he has achieved—or failed to
achieve—underscore the human struggle against the inevitability of death. Hemingway uses this struggle to
explore:

- The fear of dying without leaving a significant mark on the world.
- The contrast between the vitality of life and the finality of death.

Regret and Reflection

As Harry contemplates his life, he is filled with regret over the paths he did not take, particularly concerning
his writing. He reflects on:

- Missed opportunities for creative expression.
- Relationships that fell by the wayside.
- The choices that led him to his current state of despair.



These reflections serve to illustrate the importance of living a life true to oneself and seizing opportunities as
they arise.

The Beauty of Nature

The stunning imagery of Kilimanjaro, often referred to as the "Mountain of God," contrasts with Harry's
internal struggles. Nature serves as a backdrop that highlights the beauty and transience of life. Hemingway's
descriptions of the mountain evoke:

- The majesty of the natural world.
- The insignificance of human concerns in the grand scheme of existence.
- A sense of peace that is juxtaposed with Harry's turmoil.

Literary Techniques

Hemingway employs various literary techniques to enhance the emotional depth of "The Snows of Kilimanjaro":

Stream of Consciousness

Hemingway uses a stream-of-consciousness narrative style to present Harry's thoughts and memories. This
technique allows readers to experience Harry's inner turmoil directly, fostering a deep emotional connection.
Key aspects include:

- Sudden shifts in time and memory.
- A blend of past and present experiences.
- Raw, unfiltered thoughts that reveal vulnerability.

Symbolism

The story is rich with symbolism, particularly in the representation of Kilimanjaro itself. The mountain
symbolizes:

- The unattainable goals and aspirations in Harry’s life.
- The peace that eludes him, despite its proximity.
- The idea of death as a release from suffering.

Hemingway also utilizes other symbols, such as the hyena that prowls outside Harry's tent, representing death
and the inevitability of fate.

Critical Reception

Since its publication in 1936, "The Snows of Kilimanjaro" has garnered significant critical acclaim. Scholars
and readers alike have praised Hemingway for his ability to encapsulate profound human experiences within a
concise narrative. Some notable points of criticism and praise include:

- Exploration of existential themes: Critics appreciate how Hemingway delves into complex themes of existence
and the human condition.
- Writing style: Hemingway’s succinct prose and use of understated language are often highlighted as



exemplary of his literary prowess.
- Character depth: The psychological complexity of Harry and his introspective nature have been subjects of
extensive analysis.

Conclusion

The Snows of Kilimanjaro remains a timeless exploration of the human experience, encapsulating themes of
mortality, regret, and the beauty of nature. Through Harry's journey, readers are invited to ponder their own
lives, the choices they make, and the legacies they leave behind. Hemingway's masterful storytelling not only
reflects his literary genius but also serves as a mirror to our own existential struggles. The story
encourages us to confront the realities of life and death, urging us to live authentically and embrace the
fleeting moments that define our existence.

In a world that often prioritizes achievement and success, Hemingway’s poignant narrative reminds us of the
importance of introspection and the beauty found in the journey of life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'The Snows of Kilimanjaro'?

The main themes include the inevitability of death, the nature of regret, and the struggle between artistic
ambition and personal failure.

How does the setting of Kilimanjaro contribute to the story?

The setting of Kilimanjaro symbolizes unattainable goals and the contrast between life and death, serving as a
backdrop for the protagonist's reflections on his life and choices.

Who are the primary characters in 'The Snows of Kilimanjaro'?

The primary characters are Harry, a dying writer, and his companion Helen, who represents both support and the
complexities of his relationships.

What role does the motif of a writer's unfulfilled potential play in the
story?

The motif highlights Harry's internal conflict, showcasing his awareness of his wasted talent and unachieved
dreams, which contributes to the story's exploration of regret and mortality.

How does Hemingway's writing style influence the narrative of 'The Snows
of Kilimanjaro'?

Hemingway's concise and poignant writing style enhances the emotional weight of the narrative, allowing for
deep introspection and a powerful exploration of existential themes.
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