
the spanish american war answer key
the spanish american war answer key provides a detailed and comprehensive overview
of this pivotal conflict in American and world history. This article explores the causes,
major events, outcomes, and lasting effects of the Spanish-American War, offering an
authoritative resource for students, educators, and history enthusiasts alike. By examining
key battles, political motivations, and the war’s impact on U.S. foreign policy, this answer
key clarifies essential aspects of the conflict. It also addresses common questions and
highlights significant figures involved in the war. With clear explanations and relevant
details, this content aims to support learning and understanding of the Spanish-American
War in a well-structured and SEO-optimized format. The following sections will guide
readers through a thorough analysis of the war’s background, course, and consequences.

Causes of the Spanish-American War

Major Battles and Military Strategies

Key Figures and Leaders

Outcomes and Treaty of Paris 1898

Impact on U.S. Foreign Policy and Legacy

Causes of the Spanish-American War
The Spanish-American War answer key begins with an exploration of the primary causes
that led to the outbreak of hostilities between the United States and Spain in 1898. This
conflict was driven by a complex mix of political, economic, and humanitarian factors that
created tensions between the two nations. The war primarily centered around issues
related to Spain’s colonial rule over Cuba and the growing American interest in expanding
its influence overseas.

Economic and Political Tensions
Economic interests played a significant role in escalating tensions. American businesses
had substantial investments in Cuban sugar plantations and other industries, which were
threatened by the ongoing Cuban struggle for independence from Spain. Politically, many
Americans supported the Cuban independence movement, influenced by sensationalist
journalism and public opinion advocating intervention.

Role of Yellow Journalism
Yellow journalism, characterized by exaggerated and often misleading news stories, fueled



public outrage against Spain. Newspapers owned by William Randolph Hearst and Joseph
Pulitzer published graphic accounts of Spanish atrocities, increasing pressure on the U.S.
government to act. This media environment shaped the narrative and helped build support
for war.

Immediate Trigger: The USS Maine Explosion
The immediate cause of the war was the mysterious explosion of the USS Maine battleship
in Havana Harbor on February 15, 1898. Although the exact cause remains debated, the
incident was widely blamed on Spain, serving as a catalyst for the declaration of war by
the United States.

Major Battles and Military Strategies
The Spanish-American War answer key highlights the key military engagements and
strategies that defined the conflict, which lasted only about four months but had
significant consequences for both nations involved.

The Battle of Manila Bay
One of the first and most decisive battles occurred in the Philippines at Manila Bay on May
1, 1898. Under the command of Commodore George Dewey, the U.S. Navy destroyed the
Spanish Pacific fleet with minimal American casualties. This victory effectively ended
Spanish naval power in the Pacific and paved the way for American control over the
Philippines.

The Siege of Santiago
In Cuba, the Siege of Santiago de Cuba was a critical campaign involving both naval and
land forces. The U.S. Army, supported by volunteer regiments including Theodore
Roosevelt’s Rough Riders, successfully besieged the city. The surrender of Santiago on
July 17, 1898, marked a turning point in the Cuban campaign by forcing Spanish forces to
capitulate.

Naval Blockades and Strategies
The United States employed naval blockades to cut off Spanish supply lines and isolate key
strongholds. Control of the seas was essential to the rapid American victory,
demonstrating the importance of naval power in modern warfare.

Summary of Major Battles



Battle of Manila Bay – decisive naval victory in the Philippines

Battle of San Juan Hill – famous land battle involving Rough Riders

Siege of Santiago – key campaign leading to Spanish surrender in Cuba

Naval blockade of Cuba – strategic containment of Spanish forces

Key Figures and Leaders
The Spanish-American War answer key also focuses on the prominent individuals whose
leadership and actions significantly influenced the course of the war.

Commodore George Dewey
As commander of the U.S. Asiatic Squadron, Dewey’s victory at Manila Bay elevated him
to national hero status. His decisive actions demonstrated effective naval warfare and
contributed to American dominance in the Pacific theater.

Theodore Roosevelt and the Rough Riders
Theodore Roosevelt, then Assistant Secretary of the Navy, resigned to form the Rough
Riders, a volunteer cavalry regiment. His leadership during the Battle of San Juan Hill
gained him widespread recognition and helped launch his political career.

Spanish Leadership
Spanish commanders like Admiral Pascual Cervera and General Arsenio Linares y Pombo
faced overwhelming challenges against better-equipped American forces. Their efforts to
defend Spanish territories were ultimately unsuccessful, leading to Spain’s defeat.

President William McKinley
As the U.S. president during the war, McKinley played a central role in the decision to
declare war and negotiate the terms of peace. His administration balanced public pressure
with diplomatic considerations throughout the conflict.

Outcomes and Treaty of Paris 1898
The Spanish-American War answer key explains the war’s end and the significant
geopolitical changes that followed the signing of the Treaty of Paris in December 1898.



Terms of the Treaty
The Treaty of Paris officially ended the war and had several key provisions:

Spain relinquished sovereignty over Cuba, which became a U.S. protectorate.

Spain ceded Puerto Rico and Guam to the United States.

The Philippines were sold to the United States for $20 million, marking the start of
American colonial rule.

Territorial Gains for the United States
The treaty expanded American territorial holdings significantly, marking the emergence of
the United States as a global imperial power. These acquisitions provided strategic naval
bases and expanded economic opportunities.

Impact on Spain
Spain’s defeat resulted in the loss of its last significant overseas colonies, signaling the
end of its era as a major imperial power. The war also triggered political and social
changes within Spain.

Impact on U.S. Foreign Policy and Legacy
The Spanish-American War answer key concludes by examining the long-term effects of
the war on American foreign policy and its lasting legacy in global history.

Shift Toward Imperialism
The war marked a turning point in U.S. foreign policy, signaling a shift from continental
expansion to overseas imperialism. The acquisition of new territories required America to
engage in international affairs more actively.

Influence on Future Conflicts
The war set precedents for U.S. military intervention and shaped policies that influenced
later conflicts, including the Philippine-American War and involvement in global diplomacy
throughout the 20th century.



Legacy in Cuba and the Philippines
The war’s aftermath had profound effects on Cuba and the Philippines. While Cuba gained
formal independence, it remained under significant American influence. The Philippines
experienced a prolonged struggle for independence, leading to further conflict with the
United States.

Summary of the War’s Legacy

Established the United States as a colonial power

Expanded American naval and military presence worldwide

Influenced the development of U.S. foreign policy doctrines

Left lasting impacts on former Spanish colonies

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main causes of the Spanish-American
War?
The main causes included the explosion of the USS Maine, American support for Cuban
independence, and tensions over Spanish colonial policies in Cuba and the Philippines.

When did the Spanish-American War take place?
The Spanish-American War took place in 1898, lasting from April to August.

What territories did the United States gain as a result of
the Spanish-American War?
The United States gained Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines as territories following
the war.

What was the significance of the Treaty of Paris 1898?
The Treaty of Paris 1898 ended the Spanish-American War and resulted in Spain ceding
Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines to the United States.

How did the Spanish-American War impact the United



States' role in world affairs?
The war marked the emergence of the United States as a global power with overseas
territories, signaling its increased involvement in international affairs and imperialism.

Additional Resources
1. The Spanish-American War: An Annotated Bibliography
This book serves as a comprehensive reference guide for scholars and students studying
the Spanish-American War. It includes detailed annotations of primary and secondary
sources, helping readers navigate the extensive literature on the conflict. The bibliography
covers military, political, and social aspects of the war, making it an essential tool for
research.

2. The War Lovers: Roosevelt, Lodge, Hearst, and the Rush to Empire, 1898 by Evan
Thomas
Evan Thomas explores the personalities and motivations behind the United States' entry
into the Spanish-American War. Focusing on key figures such as Theodore Roosevelt and
William Randolph Hearst, the book examines how their ambitions and media influence
fueled the rush to war and American imperial expansion.

3. The Spanish-American War 1898 by Albert A. Nofi
Albert Nofi provides a concise yet detailed overview of the Spanish-American War,
covering the major battles, strategies, and outcomes. The book offers insights into the
military operations on both the American and Spanish sides, making it accessible for
readers seeking a clear understanding of the conflict.

4. Empire by Default: The Spanish-American War and the Dawn of the American Century
by Ivan Musicant
This work analyzes the broader implications of the Spanish-American War, arguing that
the conflict marked the United States' emergence as a global power. Musicant discusses
the war’s political, economic, and cultural impacts, highlighting how it reshaped American
foreign policy at the turn of the 20th century.

5. Yellow Journalism and the Spanish-American War by David R. Spencer
David Spencer investigates the role of sensationalist journalism in drumming up public
support for the Spanish-American War. The book delves into the practices of newspapers
like those owned by William Randolph Hearst and Joseph Pulitzer, showing how media
manipulation influenced American perceptions and government decisions.

6. The Rough Riders by Theodore Roosevelt
Written by the war’s famous cavalry leader himself, this firsthand account provides a vivid
portrayal of the Rough Riders’ experiences during the Spanish-American War. Roosevelt’s
narrative offers unique insights into the battles, leadership challenges, and camaraderie
among the volunteers.

7. The Spanish-American War: A Compact History by Don H. Doyle
Don H. Doyle delivers a succinct and engaging history of the Spanish-American War,
emphasizing its causes and consequences. The book is well-suited for students and
general readers interested in a balanced overview without overwhelming detail.



8. Victory in Cuba: The Spanish-American War, 1898 by David F. Trask
Trask’s detailed military history focuses on the Cuban theater of the Spanish-American
War, highlighting key battles such as San Juan Hill and Santiago. The book provides an in-
depth look at the strategies, logistics, and leadership decisions that led to American
victory.

9. War Plan Orange: The U.S. Strategy to Defeat Japan, 1897-1945 by Edward S. Miller
While primarily about U.S. strategy against Japan, this book includes important context on
how the Spanish-American War influenced American naval planning. Miller explains the
strategic lessons learned from the 1898 conflict that shaped U.S. military policy in the
decades that followed.
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